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85 MA 10 PRO VE. 
That the Son js a Being, rb and Sac. 


'| | dinate to the Father, and that the Father 8 


2 along | is the Supreme G = - ES 
. | 


|| The moſt Material Objections Ani 1 


[Drawn up for more Private Uſe ; bot aids made Pub- 4 
|; lick, at the Requeſt of ſome Friends. * 4.45 


By THOMAS "CHUBB, Xx Lay-Member off. 
| the CHURCH of England. om Þ 
4 1 51 The Second Edition. 975 | 
4% — | — 
Rev. 1 g. 3, 4. And they Sing the Song of Moſes, the'$ Servant of God ; 
and the Song of the Lamb, ſaying, Great and Marvellous are thy Works, 
Lord Goa Almighty; Fuſt and True are thy Ways,Thou King of Saints. * 
| Who ſhall not fear Thee, O Lord. and Glorify thy Name? For Thou only | 1X 
| | art Holy; for all Nations ſhall come and Worſhip before Thee, &c. 1 
1 1 1 Cor, 8. 6. To us there is but One ( Supreme) God, the Father: of | 4} 3 
| whom are all Things, and we in Him; and One Lord Jeſs Chriſt 5 1 
by whom ans all T. bings, and we by Him. 99 1 
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þ TO THE 
Supreme GOD, 
1 EVEN THE 
FATH 
e een oat 
Lord feſus Chriſt, 

Of whom are all Things. 


18 * y ts "th * 


Li 


The Author's Prayer. 
Emighty and moſt Gracious Father, hecauſe Thou 
art the firſt Supreme Canſe ;, and the laſt, and 
L X firal End of all Things; and becauſe Thou art 
| the Original Fountain of all Truth and Goodneſs, and 
haſt in thy ſelf an infinity of Power and Wiſdom ; and ſo 
art moſt fit to Patronize all ſincere Endeavours, to Pro- 
mote Truth, Righteouſneſs, and Peace : Therefore, 
we Humbly Dedicate theſe our Labours to Thee ; Hum- 

bly bejeeching Thee mercifully to Accept our weak Eu- 
deavours, for the maintaining of thy Honour, and the 
Truth of thy Holy Word. May it pleaſe Thee, O Lord, 
to give thy Bleſſing upon this Performance, by diſpoſing. 
the Minds of Men to an bumble and faithful Exam 
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what ſoc ver ſhall ſeem Good in thy Sight; therefore we 


Humbly be ſeech Thee to Protect and Deliver us, (and all 


other thy Servants that do or ſhall at any Time appear in 
behalf of thy Name and Truth) from all the Evil that 1s, 


or may be Pfactiſed againſt us; and that Thou wouldſt be 


pleas'd to Enable us patiently and contentedly to Submit to 


thy Will, in all thy providential Dealings with us. And 


—— 


tion thereof, and to a ready and kind Acceptance of that 
Meaſure-.of Truth which is contained in it. May it 
pleaſe Thee to Vouchſafe to us, and all Mankind ſuch a 
Meaſure of the Illuminating and Sanctifying Grace of thy 
Holy Spirit, as may effeFually Purge us from all that Er- 
107 and Corruption which may yet cleave to any, or to 
every Soul of us; that ſo thy Kingdom may come, 
and thy Will may be done in Earth as it is in Hea- 
ven. And becauſe Thou art moſt perfectly Able to do 


as Thou art the Original Supreme Fountain of all the 


Good that we and all other Creatures do at all times Eu- 


Joy; therefore unto Thee, O Father, be Aſcribed by us, 
and all People, all Honour and Glory, Thankſszving 


and Praiſe, for Ever and Ever, thro' Feſus Chriſt our. 


Lord and Saviour, Amen, Amen, 


10 THE 


R EVER E N D 


THE 


LER GY; 


And in Particular, 


; Fo 1 Right Reverend Gilbert 25 
Biſhop of Sarum, our Vigilant and 
Laborious Dioceſan, 


30 LORD, 


next Papers, we crave leave to obſerve, 


That as the humane Nature came pure out of its 
Maker's Hand; and as the ſame humane Nature is 


that it is the prevailing Power, and not the being of 


and that though he makes it his Buſineſs to watch 


wholly 


Efore we preſume to offer and commend to 
the Clergy, and in particular to your Lord- 
\hip's Conſideration, and Protection, the an- 


corrupted and defiled by Sin; and as it is again re- 
ſtor d and ſanctify d by Ke We ſay, we obſerve, 


Sin, which the ſanctified Man by Grace is delivered 
from: It being too manifeſt to every good Man's 
ſad and ſorrowful Experience, that though Sin does 
not reign, yet it has a Being in his mortal Nature; 


and fight againſt it continually, yet he does not 
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either leſs or more in almoſt all that he ſets his 
Hand unto : Yea, ſo far has Sin a Being in him, 


that if he does not watch and fight continually a- | 


gainſt it, it will prevail upon him, and evercome 


him. 


And as it has thus happened to humane Nature, 
ſo in like Manner it has happened to the Chriſtian 
Church; for as the human Nature was in a State of 
Purity, when firſt it received its Being from its Ma- 


ker; fo the Chriſtian Church was in a State of Puri- 


ty allo, when it firſt came out of its Founder's 
Hand: And as the humane Nature became corrup- 


ted, and defiled by Sin; ſo in like Manner has the 
Chriſtian Church been corrupted and defiled by An- 


ti-Chriſtianiſm : And as it has pleaſed God by his 
Grace, to reform and ſanctify humane Nature; fo 
| he has been pleas'd by his Grace alſo, to reform 


and ſanctify the Chriſtian Church: And as fad Expe- 


rience convinces us, that humane Nature is ſanctifi- 
ed but in Part; ſo we are alike convinced by the 


ſame Experience, that the Chriſtian Church is re- 


formed or ſanctified but in Part alſo: And though 
perhaps ſome of the Members of ſome reformed 


Churches, may have had the Vanity to boaſt (with 


the high Attainers heretofore) that fheir Church has 


attained to a Perfection of Holineſs; or with the 


Church of Laodicea, as in Rev. 3.17. That they are 


rich and encreaſed with Goods, and have need of Nothing * 
yet perhaps upon a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry, 


and when compared with the original Standard, it 


may appear, that they have had but little Ground 
for ſuch Boaſting: And as Experience ſnews, that 


there is a Proneneſs or Inclination in ſanctified hu- 
mane Natures, to relapſe or fall back into that De- 
generacy and Corruption which they are in ſome 
Meaſure by Grace delivered from; fo the ſame Ex- 
+ perience 


P , * Ya * 
a> 4 * 66 * * * * 
K Op! Pi I 1 8 'F 11 
I . 7 
4 


FIT The Dedits: 107. | g | * 
| Wholly overcome it; and that the Fruits and Ef. 
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The Dedication. | 
= perience ſhews, that there is a like Proneneſs or Incli- 
vation in the retormed Churches, to relapſe or fall 
pack into the Degeneracy and Anti-Chriſtianiſm, 
which they are in ſome Meaſure by Grace brought 
out of; of which the Practice of ſome reformed 
Churches in proſecuting and perſecuting of Men, for 
their honeſt Inquiring after, and their humble propo- 
ſing to others what appears to them to be Truth, is 
a {ad Inſtance: And as it is the Duty of every 
Branch of ſancti fed human Nature, not to fit down 
ſatisfied, as if they had already attained, or were 

already perfect, but to preſs forwards and labour at- 
ter (by uſing all proper Endeavours which comes 
within the Compaſs of their Power) the reſtoring 
the human Nature to that State of Perfection it was 
originally created in; ſo in like manner it is the 
Duty of every reformed Church, and of every par- 
ticular Member which conſtitutes the fame, not to 
fit down ſatisfied, as though they had already 
attained, or were already perfect, but to preſs for- 
wards, and labour after (by uſing all proper Endea- 
vours, which comes within the Connath of their 
Power) the reſtoring the Chriſtian Church to 
3 State of perfect Purityit was originally plant- 
ed in. „„ 

Whether the human Nature will be perfectly re- 
ſtor d, or the Chriſtian Church perfectly reform'd 
whilſt it has its Reſidence upon this Earth (which is 
the Object of many pious Chriſtians Faith and 

Hope) we ſhall not here be concern d to enquire in- 
to. All that we do obſerve is, that it is every 
Man's, and more eſpecially every Chriſtian's Duty, 
to uſe his beſt Endeavour for its Attainment ; and 
foraſmuch as it has pleas'd God by his Grace to call 
us (how unworthy ſcever we are) into the Fellowſhip 
of this reform'd Chriſtian Church, we are hereby 
become oblig'd (in Gratitude, , Duty and Intereſt) 
to put forth our beſt Endeavour towards the attain- 
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The Dedication. * 
ing the Ends aforeſaid, and therefore we do preſume 
that what we have done in this Aſſair will not un- 
charitably be interpreted as proceeding from a cor- 
rupt and wicked Principle (how much Corruption and 
Weakneſs ſoever may attend us in its Performance) 
nor as going over the Bounds of our Chriſtian Cal- 
np, it being equally every Chriſtians Duty to do 
what properly and decently comes within the Com- 
paſs of their Power for the attaining the Ends a- 
foreſaicl; and therefore how much Blame ſoever 
we may have deſerv'd for our Negligence in omit- 
ting to do what we might have done, yet we hope 
we are not Blame-worthy for doing what was pro- 
perly in our Power to do, and conſequently was no 
other than our bounden Duty. wn 14 
We are ſenſible that two Things are likely to be 
objected againſt us upon the Account of this that we 
have done; firſt our Inability in general for ſuch a 
Performance, and particularly our not being read in 
the Original Languages. To the firſt Part, (viz.) 
our Inability in general, we anſwer, That the Ob- 
jection ſuppoſes us either to have done beyond our 
own Ability, which is a Contradiction, or elſe it 
 {nppoſes that what we have done could have been 
done better by others who are better qualify'd for 
ſuch a Work ; to which we ſay, that we have done 
our beſt, according to what we are capable of; and 
as for thoſe that are better qualify d, it belongs to 
them to perform it better; and as there are Degrees 
of Uſefulneſs, if this mean Performance becomes 
uſeful in the leaſt Degree towards the bringing Home 
the bamſh'd Truths of Chriſtianity, this we think 
will be a ſufficient Apology for us, and a ſufficient 
Anſwer to the Objection. To the latter Part of the 
Objection, (viz;) our not being read in the original 
Languages, we anſwer; firſt, what we have done in 
this Affair was not originally intended for publick il 
View (much leſs to engage in a Controverſy wy 5 
IT i OFT the 
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The Dedication. 
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4 the learned World, a Work which we are unqualify'd 


for and uncapable of, and therefore for that Reaſon 
will not meddle with) all that we intended hy this 
Performance being only to lay before our Neigh- 
bours, who are of the contrary Mind, the Grounds 
and Reaſons of our Diſſent from them, and to an- 
ſwer the Objections they make to us, in order to pre- 
vent their unchriſtian and uncharitable Cenſures and 
Reproaches, and (if it might be) to bring them o- 
ver to that which appears to us to be the Truth; but 
when the annexed Papers had been view'd by ſome 
Friends, both at Home and Abroad, both of the 
Clergy and Laity, they judg'd that it might be of 
more publick Uſe, and ſo requeſted that they might 
be printed; wherefore (in Submiſſion both to their 


E and Requeſt) we have given way to their 


being offer d to more publick Conſideration. But 


ſecondly, we anſwer, That what we have attempted 


to perform, is to vindicate, and reſtore the firſt 


great Article of primitive Chriſtian Faith, (viz.) 


that there is but one ſupreme God; and that the 
God and Father of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and He 


only, excluſive of all other Being, Subſiſtences, Per- 
ſon or Perſons whatſoever, is this one ſupreme God. 
This is a Controverſy, which may be reduced into 


a very narrow Compals, (viz.) the anſwering di- 


realy Yes, or No, to this plain Queſtion, Is the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, really the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus} Chriſt? Here, if 
the Anſwer be in the Negative, then the expreſs Teſ- 
timony of Chriſt and his Apoſtles is denied; if in 


= the Affirmative, then what we are pleading for is 


yielded up, (viz.) the Supremacy of the Father : 
This and this only is what we have principally de- 
ſigned to make good; and therefore whatever elſe 
we may have happened to touch upon, is only 
occaſionally, and as it has a Relation to this Impor- 
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The Dedication. © 


mane Vdnerſtanding, and in which the Scriptures WW 
are fo full and plain, the criticizing upon an origi- 8 
nal Word, could not make for or againſt us in the 


preſent Caſe; and conſequently there was no great 
need of being read in the original Languages for 


this Performance. 


But farther, it may Secondly be objected, that I 


am not of the Clergy, but only a Lay-Member of 
the Chriſtian Church. To this J anſwer, Firf, That 
it is the Duty of every Chriftian, as well the Lay 


as the Clergy, to examine the Rule, the Groun 

and Reaſonsof their Faith: And if they diſſent from 
others, to publiſh the Grounds and Reafons of that 
Diſſent, in order to be reſtored to the Truth them- 
ſelves, if they be in Error; or if they be in the 
Right, to reſtore thoſe to the Truth that are in the 
Wrong. This we ſay is not only the Right, but the 
Duty of every private Chriſtian, as far as it proper- 


ly comes within the Compaſs of their Power ; be- 


cauſe every private Chriſtian owes fo much to him- 


ſelf, and to the Truth, and to that Chriſtian Body 


to which he ſtands related : And this being all that 
we have done, we think that our being a Lay- Mem- 


ber of the Chriſtian Church, is no juſt Exception to 1 


this Performance. Secondly, We anſwer, that the 


Practice of the Church of Rome, in obliging her 
 Lay-Members to ſubmit themſelves blind ly to the 


Judgment of the Church, by an implicit Faith, 


without examining the Rule, the Grounds, and Rea- 


ſons of that Faith, this has been juſtly eſteemed a 


groſs Corruption by the reformed Churches; and 
that they have dealt very hardly by the Laity in 


this, as well as in other Reſpe&s: But alaſs! If the il 


Laity of the reformed Churches, are alike obliged 


to ſubmit their Judgments to the Judgment of the 


Church; and to believe and receive Things, as the 


Church believes and receives the ſame, without ha- 


ving the Liberty to examine the Rule, the Grounds, 
| and 


3 The Dedication. 
and Reaſons of their Faith; and if the Caſe require 
it to diſſent, and to publiſh the Grounds and Reaſons of 
that Diſſent, then the reformed Churches in this Re- 
ſpect are relapſed, and gone back to that Anti- 
Chriſtianiſm which they once by Grace were brought 
out ot: And likewiſe the Laity of the reſormed Chur- 
ches are in a much worſe Caſe than the Laity of the 
Church of Rome; for though their Chriſtian Liberty 
is alike invaded, and though the Yoke is the ſame 
which is put upon the Neck of either; yet the 
Church of Rome has taken Care, to make this Yoke 
ſit eaſy upon the Neck of their People, whilſt the 
reformed Churches have left this Yoke to gall 
the Neck of their People, even to Bitterneſs. For, 
Firſt, The Church of Rome has taught her People 
to believe, that there is an Infallibility in their 
Church; and conſequently all that are fatisfied of 
this Infallibility, can comfortably ſubmit their 
_ Judgments to the Judgment of the Church, without 
examining the Rule or Grounds of their Faith; be- 
cauſe the Church 1s infallible, and cannot Err: But 
on the other Side, thereformed Churches have made 
no ſuch Proviſion ; but on the contrary have decla- 
red, that Churches may Err, and have Err'd; and if 
fo, what a gelling Yoke muſt be upon our Neck, to 
be obliged to ſubmit (not blindly, but with our Eyes 
open) our Judgments to the Judgment of a fallible 
Church, in thofe Things wherein it plainly appears 
to us, that the Church has departed from the Truth. 
Again, e * 
ee The Church of Rome has forbidden her 
Lay- Members the Uſe of the Scriptures, and in ſo do- 
ing has rendred their Submiſſion to the Judgment of 
the Church more eaſy, by taking that from them, 
which if they had the Uſe of, would unavoidably 
lead them into Temptation; that is, they would by 
a free Uſe of the Scriptures be tempted to Cifſent in 
their Judgments, from the Judgment of the Church : 
; N 33 Whereas 


— — — — — 2 — ewe _ >, — 
—— — — —— r 
my 4 l —_ — 
2 22 —_— OE Tor i ES 

p e "ENF 
- % 1 4 3 4 1 1 I 
- Ll . - N 3 . 
” „ 2 
"=. 7 


The Dedication. 

Whereas on the other Side, the reformed Churches 
have made no ſuch Proviſion, to keep their People 
out of the Way of Temptation; but on the contrary 
have put the Scriptures into the vulgar Tongue, 
and into the Hands of their People ; and charged it 
upon them as their Duty to hear, and read, and 


meditate in and upon them. Now this makes the 


Yoke ſtill more heavy, by laying ſuch a Temptation 
in our Way; for when we read and conſider ſuch a 
Text as this, Ezek. 33. 11. As I live, ſaith the Lord 
God, I bave no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, 


ut that the Wicked turn from bis Way and live: Turn 


ye, turn ye from your evil Ways; for why will ye die, O 
Hoſe of Iſrael. How hard and gallivg muſt it be 
for a conſidering Chriſtian, to be obliged to believe 


and aſſert, that God has from Eternity, abſolutely 
predeſtinated to Damnation the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind? And that he created them for no other End, 


but to glorify his abſolute Power in their Deſtructi- 
on? We ſay, how hard muſt it be for a conſidering 
Chriſtian, when he reads and conſiders the aforeſaid 
Text, to be obliged to believe and aſſert this? if 
the Church he is a Member of, is ſo unhappy as to 
believe and aſſert the ſame, And how great a Temp- 


tation muſt ſuch a Perſon be under, to believe and 


aſſert otherways? From all which it appears, that if 


the Laity of the reformed Churches are not at Li- 


berty to examine the Rule, the Grounds, and Rea- 
ſons of their Faith; and likewiſe at Liberty to diſ- 
ſent from the Judgment of the Church, in thoſe 
Things wherein it plainly appears to them, that 


the Church has departed from the Truth; and 


to publiſh the Grounds and Reaſons of that Piſ- 
ſent, then we are in a much worſe Caſe than the 
Laity of the Church of Rome; and we are put un- 
5 a Yoke, which neither we nor our Fathers were able 
to ear, | : 


And 
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| | The Dedicat ion. 
And from the whole it appears, that in this Per- 
rmance, we have not gone over the Bounds of our 
briſtian Calling; but have only been in the Prac- 
ice of our Chriſtian Duty, and in the Exerciſe of 
Nur Chriſtian Liberty : A Liberty which we think 
or ſelves concerned to ſtand fait in, in Oppoſition 
to the Encroachments of Popiſþh Anti-Chriſtianiſm, 
hich we may be in Danger of relapſing into. 
And thus much we have thought proper to ob- 
ſerve, that ſo we might prepare a Way to propoſe 
to the Clergy, and in particular to your Lordſhip's 
Conſideration and Protection the following Lines, 
by removing thoſe Objections, which otherways 
might have been as an Impediment to it. E the, 
It is a Thing too well known for the Clergy, or 
your Lordſhip in particular, to be ignorant ot, that 
the firſt great Article of primitive Chriſtian Faith, 
has been the Subject of Chriſtian Controverſy, al- 
moſt ever ſince Chriſtianity has had a Being; and 
that it has been in particular diſputed about in this 
Age; and many Tongues and Pens have been em- 
E ployed, both in Preaching, Writing, and Conference 
upon this Subject. We therefore having out of our 
leſs Ability or Scarcity, caſt our Mite into this com- 
mon Treaſury; into which others out of their largerA- 
bilities or Abundance have caſt in by Handfuls: And 
ncu being to offer it to publick View, the Occaſion 
and End of which we have already obſerv'd, we do 
with due Humility and Deference offer and preſent it 
to the Conſideration, and, as far as it has Strength 
= of Argument and Truth on its Side, to the Protec- 
tion of the Clergy, and in particular to your Lord- 
x ſhip, to whom we ſtand particularly related: And 
Jas in the Trial of all other Cauſes, the ſuperior 
Strength of Evidence, which conſiſts in their Num- 
ber, Clearneſs, and Credit, is that which in Juſtice 
W entitles either Side of the Queſtion to the Verdict; 
ſo we deſire that Juſtice may take Place in the 
/// /c wo 


The Dedication. 


The Evidence which we have produced, are ei ght 9 
Arguments from Scripture, to prove, that the Son ON 
God, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is inferior and ſubordi- 
nate to his God and Father; and that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is only and alone i 
the Supreme God: This Evidence is, for Number, 
cight ; for Clearneſs (not circumſtantial, dark, or | 
doubttul, but) poſitive, full, expreſs, and plain ; 

andfor C redit, the infallible Word of God. f 

"JE. Superior, or at leaſt an equal Strength of } 
Evidence cannot be produced on the other Side, then | 
we think our Side of the Queſtion, 1s by the Laws 
of common Equity, legally entitled to the Verdict. 

May every one that ſhall think fit to examine 
this Matter, have Grace to do it with that Sincerity 
| and Impartiality, as 1n Juſtice they ought to do, 
. that fo they may well and truly try this Cauſe, and 
. ive their Judgment according to the Evidence, and A 
N 15 help our God. 
Perhaps it may be looked upon by ſome, as a 
4 Picce of intolerable Preſumption and Impudence for 
[ ſo mean and contemptible a Perſon to offer and pre- 
ſent ſo mean and contemptible a Performance, to 
the Confideration and Protection of ſo learned and * 
venerable a Body: But this will be eaſily apologized | 
for by every gracious Mind; becauſe, as it is the 
Duty, and the Buſineſs of the venerable Clergy to 
uſe their beſt Endeavour, towards the reſtoring 
Chriſtianity to its original native Purity and Sim- 
plicity; ſo it is alike their Duty, to encourage and 
protect all proper Endeavours performed by others, | 
towards the attaining of that End; and therefore it 
muſt be a very unjuſt Reflection when ſuch Encou- 
ragement and Protection is called for from them, to 
charge it with intolerable Preſumption and Impu” 
dence. Truth has an undoubted Right to the Cler- 
gy's Protection, and therefore, moſt certainly, the 
Clergy of all other Chriſtians, may be called upon 

without 
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ä The Dedication. 


W without intolerable Impudence or Prefumption to 


give it ſhelter. 
May it pleaſe God to pour out abundantly of his 
Spirit and Grace, upon all that are or ſhall be con- 


ſccrated to him in the ſacred Miniſtry o- his Church, 


and particularly upon your Lordſhip ; that all of 
you may fill up the Place and Relation you are 
each one by Grace called to in the Church of God ; 
that you may become beautiful upon the Mountains, 
bringing the glad Tidings of Peace and Salvati- 
ou. And may it pleaſe him to bring into Being 
that happy Day, when Mercy and Truth thall meet 


together; when Righteouſneſs and Peace ſhall kiſs 


each other; when they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy, 
in all God's holy Mountain ; when the Mountain of 
the Lord's Houſe ſhall be lifted up above the Top of 
all the Hills; when the Knowledge of the Lord ſhall 
fill the Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea; when 
the Lord ſhall rule and reign in Zion, and unto the 
Ends of the Earth; and when it ſhall be written, 
even upon the Bells of the Horſes, Holineſs to the 
Lord; and may it pleaſe the good Lord God to haſ- 
ten it in his Time. So no more, but to beg the Cler- 
gy's, and in particular your Lordſhip's Bleſſing. 


IT Remain, 


Tour Lordſhip's Dutiful 
and Affectionate Servant, 


TH O. CHUBB. 
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EIGHT 


ARGUMENTS 


FROM 


SCRIPTURE, 


10 PROVE, 


That the Son is a Being, Inferior, and 
Subordinate to the Father : And that 
the Father alone is the Supreme God. 


Q HAN 1 
Firſt, The Son received his Being and Fxiſtence 
from ihe Father, as the fir; Supreme free 
| Cauſe of that Being and Exiſtence; conſe- 
quently He is Iiferior and Subordinate to the 


Father : As every Effet is Inferior to ied: 
fi Supreme free Cauſe. 


— 


\HAT the Father is the Cauſe of the Son's 8 
Being, ſee Fob. 3. 16. For God ſo loved the 
World, that He gave his Only-begotten & u, &c 
If the Relation of a Father to a Son doth not im- 
ply the Son's receiving his Being from that Father, 
pet certainly the Father 3 Ce of the Son can 


imply 
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2 The Supremacy 


imply no leſs: For whatſoever difference there may be 


between Begetting, Creating, and Making ol a thing, yet 
they are all the ſame in this, that the Thing or Being 


which is Begotten, Created, or Made, is by that Opera- 


tion really produced : And 1t fo, then it follows, that 


the Son hath received his Being and Exiſtence jrom the 


Father. That the Father is the fiſt Supreme Cauſe 
of the Son s Being, is here tak.n for granted; for if 


there be a firſt Supreme Cauſe antecedent to him, 


that firſt Supreme Cauſe would claim that Character, 


and it ſelf would be the Supreme God. By the Fa- 


ther's being the free Cauſe of the Son's Being, we 
mean, that the Father did not beget the Son by a 
Neceſity of Nature, but from the Freedom of bis Will: 
And this appears both from Scripture and the Na- 


ture of the thing, Joh. 5. 26. As the Father hath 


Life in himſelf, ſo bath be given to the Son to have Life 


in bimſef. In this Text we have three Things aſſert- 


ed, Fiiſt, That the Life of the Father is from him 


ſelf. Second, That the Life of the Son is from 


the Father. Third, That the Life of the Son is the 
Father's Gift. Now every Gift is Free and Volun- 
tary, and proceeds not from a Neceſſity of Nature, 


but from the Will of the Donor. Again, Col 1. 19. 


It pleaſed the Father, that im him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. 
In this Text the Apoſtle declareth, that the fulneſs 
of Excellency. or the fulneſs of the Divine Power, or 
all thoſe Treaſures of Wiſiom and Knowledpe that dwelt 
in Chriſt, were the Fruit and Product of the Father's 
good Pleaſure : It pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould 
all fulneſs dwell, (viz, in Chriſt,) from which it ap- 
pears, that the Scn's Being, and his Being what he 
Is, is the Father's Gift; and the Fruit and Product 
of his good Pleaſure: And this appears alſo from the 
Nature of the thing; for every thing that Acts from 
a Neceſſity of Nature, muft ſurely always Act the 
ſame, becauſe always under the ſame Neceſſity; or 
rather, it would be one continued Act from all Eter- 
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rnity. when the Being that acts it is an Eternal Be- 
ing, 2s the Being we here refer to is ſuppoſed to be. 
Fut when the Scriptures make mention of the Beget- 
ting or Generation of the Son, it is in the Preter Tenſe, 
as that which is paſt : Conſequently it is an Act of 
the Father's Will. For if the Father did beget the 
Son by a Neceſſity of Nature, then He would always 
be Begetting, but never he Begotten. The wordhe- 
get, implies the Act or Operation of the Father. The 
word Begotten, implies the perfecting and finiſhing 
of thai Act, or of the thing which that Act or Ope- 
ration did produce; and conſequently, the ceaſing or 
diſcontinuance of that Act or Operation that did+ 
produce it. Seeing then, that the Scripture ſpeaks of 
the Son as a Being that 1s already Begotten, and-as. 
one wh: ſe Generation was long ſince, it will follow. 
that the Father's Act in generating of the Son is paſt» 
alſo; and that the Father did beget the Son, not by 
a Neceſſity of Nature, but from the Freedom of his Will. 
The ſum of all is this, If there was ſuch a thing as 
Time. before, at, or after the Generation of the Son, 
then his Generation proceeds not from a Neceſſity. of 
Nature, but from the Father's free Will. But time 
hath taken place, ſince his Generation, for he was 
with his Father as his Agent, before or at the Crea«: 
tion of this World. Epheſ. 3. 9. Conſequently he owes. 
his Being to the Father's Will and Pleaſure; From, 
the whole we think it plainly appears, that the Fa- 
ther is the firſt Supreme tree Cauſe of the Son's Be- 
ing and Exiſtence; and conſequently that the Son is 
Inferior and Subordinate to the Father, and that the 
Father alone is the Supreme God, 1 
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1. The Supremacy- N 


Secondly, The Som received Gifts and Bleſſings 


Titles that the Scriptures give to the higheſt Nature 
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from the Father, and conſequently is Inferior 
and Suboi dinate to the Halber, according to 
St. PauPs way of arguing in Abraham and 
- Melchiſedeck's Cafe, Heb. 7. 7. Without 
all Contradiction the leſs is bleſſed of the 


r HA the Father hath beſtow'd his Gifts and 


F Bleſſings on the Son, fee Hal. 2. 8. Ask of me, 


and I Hall give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 


and the ntmoſi Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. What 
this Gift is, and whether the Son did ask it, and the 
Father give it, is beſi les our purpoſe here to examine 
into; it ſufficeth, that it was ſuch a Gift as the Fa- 
ther was capable of giving, and the Son capable of 


receiving. For we conceive, that if the Son was 


equal to, and in all things the ſame with the Father, 
be was incapable of receiving any Gift or Bleſſing 
from him. Again, Fſal. 45 6,7. and Heb. 1. 8, 9. 
But imto the Sou, be ſaith, thy Throne, O God, is for 


ever, and ever. 4 Scepter of Righteouſneſs, is the 


Scepter of thy Kingdom : Thou haſt loved Righteouſneſs, 


aud hated Iniquity; wherefore God, even thy God, bath 


anointed thee with the Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fellows, 
What this 4ommting is, and who are here {aid to be 
Chriſt's Fellows, is needleſs to examine here. This 
is plain, that the Being which receiv'd this Anoint- 
ing is the Son of God in his higheſt Nature, becauſe 
it was that Nature to which this high Title or Cha- 
racter is given, (vix.) Thy Throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever. This we think is one of the higheſt 


of 


I 43 
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of Cod the Father. 15 
WE the Son of God; and to this very Being the Father 
4 pleaſed to give his Bleſſing, and to Anomt him 
ib the Cil of Gladneſs above his Fellows, as a Reward 
Wor his Righteovs Government, Again, Fob. 2. 35. 
W be Father loveth the Son, and bath given all things into 
Wis band. Again, Phil, 2.9, 10, 11. Wherefore God 
Path bighly exa.ted bim, and given him a Name above 
every Name, that at the Name of Feſus every knee ſhould 
bow. whether of things in Heaven, things on Eaith, or 
thin s under the Earth; and that every Tongue ſhould con- 
feſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Fa- 
ther. In the Verſes before this Text, St. Paul was re- 
commending to the Philippians an humble condeſcend- 
ing Temper of Mind from the Example of Chriſt: 
| Let the the ſame Mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt 
Feſus; and then he ſhewed what that Condeſcenſion 
was which Chriſt had exerciſed; namely, in that, he 


that was in the Form or Image of God, condeſcended to 


| take upon him the Perſon of a Man, the Form of a Ser- 
| vant, and became Obedient imto Death, even the Death of 
the Croſs. And then the Apoſtle enforceth his Exhor- 
tation to humble Condeſcention, from the Ad vanta 
that attends our Vertue; by ſhewing how the Father 
had exalted the Son, as a Reward for bis Abaſement, 
in the Words we firſt cited. Wherefore Ged, (even the 
Father,) hath bigbly exalted him, (even him, who was 
in the Form or Image of God, antecedent to his Ahaſe- 
ment.) and given him a Name which is above every Name; 


that at the Name of Feſus every nc? ſhould bow, 8c. a 


this Text we ſee, that the Son is {aid to debaſe him- 
ſelf, in his higheſt Nature; and that part of that Hu- 
miliation did conſiſt in his becoming a Man; and that 
in the ſame Nature that he was humbled, iu that Na- 
ture he was exalted. So then the Son did receive Ex- 
altation in his higheſt Nature as the Gift and Bleſ- 
ſing of the Father. Again, Matt. 28. 18. All Power is 
given unto me. in Heaven, and in Earth, &c. That this 
was the Power which Chriſt, as Head of the a. 
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6 The Supremacy 


did Fxerciſe, in the Care and Government of it, ap- | ; 


pears from that which follows in the next Verſe. 
Therefore we would argue thus; this Power was given 
to Chriſt, either before, or after, his becoming a Man. 
If before, then we ſay, That his Divine Nature did 
receive Power from God; which we conceive he could 
not have done, it he had all Power in himſelf. If 
after, then it muſt be in his Divine Nature, conſidered 
in a ſeparate and diſtinct / apacity from the Human; 


or in the Human, thus ſeparate from the Divine; or 
in both, in Union and Conjun-iion, one in and with 


another. If the firſt, then it amounts to the 


ſame, as if he had received it before he took * Hu- 
man Nature upon him. If the ſecond, then it is the 
Humane Nature alone, aſſiſted by the Father, (with- 


out the Divine Ford) that is the Church's Head, 
SGovernour, Protector, Lord, and King: But this is 
contrary to the whole Tenour of the New Teſtament, 
and therefore 1s falſe. It he received this Power in 


his Divine and Humane Netures, in Union and 
Conjunction, one in, and with another, then we 
ſay, That if all Power was in the Son, antecedent 
to its Conjunction with the Humane Nature, it could 
receive no addition of Power after its Conjunction: 
Becauſe this conjoined or compounded Being, had 


ail Power in himſelf. From the whole we ſay. Seeing 
that the Son did receive Gifts and Bletfings and Ex- 


altation from the Father, in his Higheſt or Divine 


— 


* | n enn n r 


Note, The Divine Word at his Incarnation, was united t 4 fleſhy 


Part, and ſo became really Han; the Divine Nature being it ſelf a 
part of that Humanity, by being that in the Perſen of Chriſt, n hich the 


Rational Spirit is in all other Men, Therefore in the following Argu- 


ments, when we ſay, that Chriſt took on him Humane Nature, or 
tool upon him the Nature of a Man, or the libe we mean no more 
than that he kecame Man. And when we allow two Natures, à Hu- 


mane and Divine, conſidered each in a ſeparate and diſtinct Capacity, : 


in our Saviour ; we allow the Diſtindtian only for Arguments ſake; 
and this we defire may be kept in mind all along theſe Papers. 
Nature, 
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ture, it will follow by unavoidable conſequence, 
eat the Son, in his Divine Nature, is Interior and 
SS bordinate to the Father, and that the Father alone 
wwe N God. 


. 
"hirdly, The Father is ſaid to le the God of 


the Son; therefore the Son is Inferior and 
| Subordinate to the Father, and the Father 
hes 10 the Supreme God. 


7 Hatever is ſignified by the Name God. we mall 
/ not here particularly enquire into; this we 
WW think is certain, that the Term Go4 does imply a 
Super iority, Dominion, and lower over thoſe Beings, 
J whole Gd he is ſaid to be. It therefore God the Fa- 
| ther, is the. God of the Son, then he hath A Supert- 
ority, Dominion, and Power over him. 
hat the Father is the God of the Son, ſee Pal. 
45.7. and Heb. 1. 9. Wherefore God, even thy God 
bath Anointed thee with the Oil of Gladneſs above thy 
| Fellow;, In this Text, the Father is {aid to be the 
| Son's God, not confidered in his Human Nature 
alone, but in that Nature of which t is ſaid of him, 
T5 Throne, O God, is for ever and ver. This God, 
who hath a Throne fo ever and ever, hath a God a. 
bove him. (viz.) God the Father; and here is an In- 
ſtance given of his Superiority over him, in that he 
S beſtowed his Gifts and Bleſſings ubon him: He 4. 
nomted him with the Oil of Glaaneſs above bis Feliows, 
But if the Son was equal to, and | Co-ordinate with 
the Father, he could not receive any ſuch Gift or 
Pleſling from him: Becauſe he would be at the 
heighth of Perfection, antecedent to the Father's Boun- 
Wn ty. Again, Matt. 26,46, My God my Cod ,wby baſt thou 
forſaken 
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forſaken me? Again, Job. 20. 17. But go to my Brelff th 
thren, and. ſay unto them, I aſcend unto my Father, an 
your Father ; and unto my God, and your God. Again 5 
2 Cor. 11. 31. The God and Father of our Lord ei 
Chriſt, who is b/eſſed for evermore, knoweth that I lye not 
Under this Head or Argument we may place that 
Text, which maketh the Father the Head ot the Son, 
1 Cor. 11. 3, I would have you know, that th: 
Head of ever y Man is Chriſt, and the Head of the Wo 
man 2s the Man, and the Head of Chrift is Cod. The 
Father being 1aid to be the Head of the Son, plainly 
beſpeaks hint to be the Son's Superior, Ruler, and 
Governour ; even as. Chriſt is Superior to, and the 
Ruler and Governour of the Man; and as Man is 
Superior to, and the Ruler and Governour of theÞ 
Woman. - Alto under this Head of Argument mayſ8i 
be brought that Text, which maketh the Son the Fa- 
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Church's Title is founded upon God's Promiſe ; 
Chrnift's Title is the Father's Gift, and his own Pur 
chaſe, but the Fathers Title is founded upon a juſt MR 
Right of claim, as being the only and ſole Original 
and Fountain ot his Being; and conſequently the 
Son is Inierior and Subordinate to the Father. Here 
we may like wiſe add all thoſe Texts which make the 
Son to be the Father's Gift to Mankind, Job. 2. 16. 
God ſo loved the Worid, that he gave bis Only-begotten 
Son. Here we lay, That it the Son was the Father's 
Gift, then the Father hath a Right and Propriety in 
the Son, and the Son is at the Will and Diſpoſal of 
the Father; and conſequently the Father is Superior 
to the Son. Upon the He we ſay, That ſeeing the 
Father is the God, and Head ol the don; and 9 

ä 1 the 
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e God the Father. 9 
the Father hath a Right and Propriety in the Son, we 
juſtly infer that the Son is a Being Inferior and Sub- 


ordinate to the Father, and that the Father alone is 
the Supreme God. N 


Fourthly, The Father is ſaid ts exerciſe Au- 
thority zz Commanding; and the Son Sub- 
miſſion ½ Obey ing the Fathers Commands: 
Aud conſequently the Son is Subordinate and 


Inferior to the Father ; and the Father alone 
is the Supreme God. 


QEE Feb. 10. 5, 6, J. Wherefore when he cometh in- 
O to the World, he ſaith, Sacrifice and Offering, thou 
wouldeſt not, but a Body haſt thou prepared me. In Burnt- 


"a Offerings and Sacrifices for Sin, thou baſt no Pleaſure. 


Then, ſaid I, Lo, I come, (in, the Volume of the Book 
it is written of me,) to do thy Will, O God. In this 
Text we have expreſſed both the Father's Will or 
Commandment, and the Son's ready Obedience to 
the Father's Will, and that in his higheſt Nature; for 
= inPerſe 5, the Son is brought in ſpeaking thus: Sacri- 
fee and Offerings thou wouldeſt not, but a Body haſt thou 
= prepared me. The word Me in this place can imply 
no other than his Divine Nature; becauſe he did not 
exiſt in any other Nature, for which this Body could 
be prepared. This is likewiſe implied in the 8th 
Verſe, where the Son is brought in {peaking of the 
Father, ſaying, Sacrifice, ani Burnt-Offerings, and Sa- 
criſice for Sin he would not, neither had pleaſure therein; 
which were offered by the Law. And Ver. 9. it follows, 
Then, (viz. when the Father had declared, That Burnt- 
Offerings and Sacrifices for Sim, which were offered by the 
aw, were not available for the Sinners Juſtification. 
and Salvation) Chriſt ſaid, Lo, I come to do thy Fa 
| D We 
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Eypbeſ. 3. 9. Which from the Begining of the I orld 
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The Supremacy © 
O God: From which it appears, that this Obedience 
was exerciled in his higheſt Nature; becauſe 
Part of that Obedience was his becoming Man. 


Lo, T come : This muſt be ſpoken before he became 


Man. Again, Fob. 12. 49, 50. For I have not ſpo- 


' ken of my ſelf, but the Father that ſent me, be gave me 
a Commandment, both what I ſhould ſay, and what I 
 foould ſpeak , and I know that his Commandment is Life 


everlaſling : Whatſoever I ſpeak therefore, even as the 
Father ſaid into me, ſo I ſpeak, Again, Job. 14, 31. 


As the Father gave me a Commandment, ſo I do. Again, 


Fob. 15. 10. If ye keep my Commanements, ye ſhall a- 
bide in my Love; even as I habe kept my Father's Com- 
mandmenits, and abide in his Love. Again, Heb. 5. 8. 


Thongh be were a Son, yet lea ned be Obedience, by the 


Things which he ſiffered. Seeing the Father did ex- 
erciſe ſuch an Authority over the Son, and the Son 
did dutitully ſubmit actively and pathvely to the 


Father's Will; it will follow that the Son is inferior 


and ſubordinate to the Father, and that the Father 
alone is the ſupreme God. 


1 


nA V; 


Fifthly, The Sen 7 te Father's Agent, in thoſe 


Ars which are aſcitved to him; and the Son 
received from the Father loth Direct ion and 


Ability for their Performance ; conſequently 


tie Sou 1s inferior ana Subcraiuale tothe Fa- 
ther; and the Tather alone is the Supreme 


God, | / 


E E Eeb. 1. 2. Whom be bath appointed Heir of all 
Things; by whom alſo he made the J ds. Again, 


bath 
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of God the Father 11 


bath been hid in God, who created all Things by Ye ſus 
Chrift. In both theſe Texts the Son is expreſly decla- 
red to be the Father's Agent in creating of the 
World: And this muſt be in his higheſt Nature, be- 
cauſe he was employed by the Father to produce 
the Matter, of Gon his human Body was compo- 
ſed. Again, Fob. 5. 19. Verih, verily, Lſay unto you, 
The Son can do nothing 7 himſelf, but what he ſeeth the 
Father do: For what Things ſocver he doth, theſe alſo 
doth the Son likewiſe. Again, Ver. 22. For the Fa- 
ther judgeth no Man, but bath committed all Fudgment 
unto the Son. Again, Fob. 8. 28, 29. Then ſhall ye 
know that I am he, and that I do nothing of my ſelf j fig 
as the Father hath tangbt me, I do theſe Things. And 
| be that ſent. me, is with ne. {he Father hath not left 
me alone; for I do alwa's thoſe Things that pleaſe him. 
Again, Fob, 3 5. The Father loveth the Son, and 
bath given all Things into bis Hand. Again, Fob. 4 4. 
24, Feſns ſaid unto them, my Meat is to do the Will of 
Vim that ſent me. and to finiſh bis Work. Again, Fob. 
6. 28. I came down from Heaven, not to do mine own 
Will, but the Will of him that ſont me. Again, Fob. 
14. 31. As the Father gave me Commandment, ſo I do. 
Again, Matt. 28. 18. All Power 7s given unto me, 
both in Heaven, and in Euth. Again, Ads. 2. 22. 
5 Man approved of God, among you; by Miracles 
Vonders, and Signs, which God did by hin, in tho mid} | 
'f yon, as ye yom ſelves alſo know. Seeing then that 
the Son is the Father's Agent in whatever he did; 
and that the Father's Will was the Son's Guide and 
= Rule, in what he did; and the Fathers Power 
vas the Son's Ability, for the Performance, (as the 
above Scriptures witnels,) it follows by a juſt and 
neceſſary Conſequence, that the Son 1s inferior and 
ſubordinate to the Father, and that the Father alone 


W is the ſupreme God, 
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The Supremacy 


CHAP, VI. 


Sixthly, *Tis the Son's expreſs Declaration in 

this Matter, (viz.) That he 1s Inferior and 
Sul ordinate to the Father: And we think 
his Teſtimony is a ſufficient Foundation for 
our Faith to reft upon, and conſequently 
that be is in himſelf what he hath declared 
h;mſelf to le; and that the Father alone 
7s the ſupreme God. 


A ARK 13. 32. But of that Day and Hour 
VI knuweth no Man, or no On? : No not the Angels 
which are in Heaven, neither the Sun, but the Father. 
That the Son is conſidered in his higheſt Nature, in 
this Text, will appear, if we obſerve the Gradations, 
or the ſeveral Steps, by which our Lord aſcends from 
one Species of Beings to another, and declares them 
all ignorant of that Day and Hour, he was ſpeaking 
about, till he cometh to him that is Being of Beings, 
or him that has Being originally in himſelf, and is 
the Fountain of all other Beings, (viz.) God the Fa- 
ther; and he is ſaid to have the Knowledge of that 
Day and Hour peculiar to himſelf, and excluſive 
of all other Kind of Beings whatſoever ; that is, it 
is God the Father alone, excluſive of all other Be. 
ings, even of his Only-begotten Son, which hath 
the Knowledge of that Day and Hour, (at leaſt,) 
Originally and Uncommunicated in himſelf : So, 
that if the Son had the Knowledge of that Day and 
Hour, yet it was by Communication, from the Fa- 
ther. Firft, Our Lord aſſerts, That of that Day and 
Hour knoweth no One, or no Man. Conſequently, If 
our Lord's Humane Nature is to be conſidered in this 
Place, in a ſeparate and diſtin& Capacity from the 
Divine Nature, (and if his humane Nature was ig- 


norant 
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of Cod the Father. 13 


drant of what his Divine Nature did know,) he 
ould as a Man be included in this firſt Aſſertion. 
hen our Lord proceeds by a ſecond Step to ſhew, 


n at the Knowledge of that Day and Hour was 
„/ Nept from a Species of Beings ſuperior to Man, 
* viz.) the Angels which are in Heaven, and which 
„ be ext ſuppoſeth to have à greater Meaſure of 
„5 | Knowledge than Man had, which is implyed in 
J theſe Words, No not the Angels, &c. Then he pro- 
4 Meccds by a third Step to a Being ſuperior to Angels, 
2 


(viz.) the Son, and declares him ignorant of that 
Day; which can imply no leſs than that he could 
| not have the Knowledge of it from Himſelf, but 
from his Father; and if the Father had not Reveal- 
ed it unto him, he was actually ignorant of it then 
And laſtly, He aſſerts, that the Knowledge of that 
Day and Hour was peculiar to the Father; which 
to ſay the leaſt, muſt ſignify, that the Father alone 
had the Knowledge of that Day and Hour, in, and 
from himſelf, without receiving it by Communicati- 
on from any other, as we ſaid before: So then our 
Lord hath declared, that his Knowledge 1s inferior 
to his Fathers. Again, Fob. 1,0. 28, 29, 20. My 
Sheep hear my Voice, and they follow me, and I give unto 
them Eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither 
ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand: My Father which 
gave them me is greater than all, and none is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's Hand. I and my Father are 
One. In the Words foregoing, our Lord principally 
takes Notice of two Things. Fn ft, That the Church 
is in a happy and ſafe Condition in his Hand; I give 
unto them Eternal Life, and they ſball never periſh, neither 
ſhall any One pluck them out of my Hand. Secondly, He 
ſheweth how his Sheep come to be thus ſafe in his 
Hand, and that upon a three- fold Account; Firſt, Be- 
cauſe they were a Treaſure given or committed to 
his Care by the Father. My Father which gave them 
me, &c, And therefore it was reaſonable to 1 
| that 
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14 The Supremacy Wd. 
that he would ont of Reſpect to his Father, whom he 
loved and ſerved, take Care of a Gift and Treaſure 


that his Father had committed to his Hand ; and 
likewiſe it was as reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the 


Father would give him Ability to diſcharge his 


Truſt. Secondly, They were {ate in his Hand, be- 
caule the Father which gave them to him, had a 
Power in himſelf ſufficient to anſwer that End: My 
Father which gave them me is greater than all: And 
wore is able to pluck them out of my Father's Hand. In 
theſe Words our Lord ſeemeth plainly to imply, 
that his own Power, conſidered ſeparate from the 


Power of the Father, was an inferior ſubordi- 


nate Power to the Power of the Father; and though 
the Sheep's Safety might be queſtioned when they 
were under the Guardianſhip of his Power only, yet 


there could be no doubt of it, when they were under 


the Covert of the Father's Power alſo. And that 
they were ſo, he aſſerts, Thirdly, That the Father did 
communicate his Power to him. I and my Father are 
One: Which is as much as if he had ſaid, as the Fa- 


ther hath put the Care of theChurch upon me, ſo hath 


he put upon me his Power alſo, to enable me to diſ- 
charge that Truſt; and therefore the Church muſt 
be in a ſafe Condition in my Hand. I and my Fa- 
ther are One, not numerically, but one 1n the Care 
and Preſervation of the Church. As the Son exer- 
ciſeth the Power of the Father, they may well be 
ſaid to beOne: Becauſe the Son doth not exerciſe a ſe- 
parate independent Power, but ſuch a Power as he re- 
céiveth from the Father, and fo is ſaid to be the 
Father's Power, and the Father and He are ſaid to be 
One in the Exerciſe of it. The whole that we would 
obſerve from this Paſſage is this, That Chriſt makes 
the Powerof the Father to be greater than all other 
Power whatſoever, even greater than his own Power, 
when his own Power is conſider d ſeparate from the 
Pcwer of the Father. For if his own Power Nag 

| | | cen 


e Cod the Father. 
been equal to the Father's, then there had been no 
Need of his declaring that the Father's Power was 


engaged for their Safety, becaule they would have 


beer: altogether as ſafe without it. Again. Foh. 14. 
28. Ie hade beard bow I ſaid unto you ; I go away, and 
come again unto you: If ys loved me, ye would rejoice, 


becauſe I ſaid, T go to the Father: For my Father is 


greater than J. In this Verſe our Lord iheweth his 
Diſciples his Diſhke of their Sorrow, which they 
ſhewed at the Apprehenſion of his Departure from 
them; and withal telleth them, that his Departure 
was a proper Ground of Joy to them, if they loved 
him; becauſe every Lover rejoyceth at the Good, 
and Exaltation, and Increale of Happineſs that is 
conferred on their Beloved : And that they might be 
ſatisfied, that his going from them would he for his 
Promotion, and Good, he aſſerts, that the Father he 
was going to, was greater than he; and conſequently 
was both able and willing to give, and confer on 
him whatever was neceſſary thereunto. But if our 
Lord was a Co-ordinate Beins with the Father, he 
could not receive any ſuch Benefit from the Fa- 

ther, as his Argument here ſuppoſeth: Nay, he 
could not in his humane Nature, for if his hu- 
mane Nature was united unto the higheſt or ſu- 
preme God, by its Union with the Son, it could 
not receive any Thing from the Father, be— 
cauſe it received every Thing that was in the Father 
from the Son, by its Union with him. Seeing then 
the Son hath expresſly declared, that he is linferior 
and ſubordinate to the Father, we think we may ſafe- 
ly take his Word herein, and ſay, That the Father 
is greater than the Son, and by conſequence, That he 
alone is the Supreme God. Under this Head of Ar- 
gument we may add our Lord's denying his making 
bimſelf wholly equal with Father, as a juſt conſe- 


quence of what he at any time ſaid. Thus, Job. 5. 


From 


17. My Father worketh hitherto, and I work, 
N 5 theſe 
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| ſought the more to kill him, becauſe be not only had bro- 


aà juſt conſequence of what he had ſaid, by aſſerting, 
perform greater Works than theſe, by the Enable- 


created a World before this; and that Chriſt had 
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theſe Words the Fews inferred, that he defamed the 
Father by making himſelf equal to him. Thus we 
read in the following Verſes; Therefore the Fews 


ken the Sabbath, but ſaid alſo that God was his own Father, 
making bimſelf equal with God. Then follows our Lord's 
reply in theſe Words; Verzly, verily, T ſay unto you, the | 
Son can dv nothing of himſelf, but what be ſeeth the Fa- 
ther do: For what things ſoever the Father doth, theſe al- 
ſo doth the Son likewiſe, for the Father loveth the Son, 
and ſbeweth him all things that himſelf doth ; and he will 
bew him greater Works than theſe, that ye may marvel. 
In theſe Words our Lord doth not deny, that Blaſ- 
phemy was a juſt conſequence of his making himſelf 
wholly equal with the Father, but he demies that his 
making himſ{clt wholly equal with the Father, was 


that he could do Nothing of bimſelf, but from the Abi- 
lity, Direction, and Appointment of the Father. And 
conſequently that he was a Being Inferior, and Sub- 
ordinate to the Father; and therefore their Inference 
was unjuſt. And foraſinuch as they had taken Offence 
at his ſaying, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work; 
he now adds. that for the time to come he ſhould 


ment, Direction, and Appointment of the Father, 
that they might marvel, This we take to be the 
Senſe of this Place of Scripture : For if our Lord's 
doing nothing but what he had ſeen the Father do, 
did imply that he did all Things by ſuch a Pattern 
as the Father had actually performed before him, the 
Conſequence of this wonld be, that the Father had 


followed that Pattern in creating this; and likewiſe 
that the Father had taken upon him humane Na- 
ture, and done all thoſe Works that Chriſt did; and 
that Chriſt in theſe Works did imitate the Father. 
Theſe and the like Things the Father myſt actu- 


aly 
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ally perform, before the Son could perform them, 


it he did fee the Father do them, in the Senſe we 


now ſpeak of. But we think rather, that the Son 
did all Things, by the Will and Direction of the _ 
Father, as the inferior Workman builds the Houſe 
by the Plan or Draught given him by the chief Ar- 
chitect. A gain, Fob. 10. 33. The Fews anſwered him, 


for a good Work we flone Thee not, but for Blaſpbemy; 


And for that thou being a Man, makeſt thy ſelf God. 
The Occaſion of theſe Words we have in the tore- 


going Verſes; There our Lord is ſaid to call God his 
_ own Father, and that be and the Father were Oue; the 


Fews inferring from hence that he had defam'd God, 

in as much as he who appeared to them to be but 
a Man, had ſet up himſelf as a Competitor with 
God. And upon this the Jews took up Stones to 
ſtone him. At the Sight of which our Lord puts 
this Queſtion, Many good Works hav? I ſhewed you 7 — 
my Father , for hich of thoſe good Works do you ſtone 
me? Then the Fews anſwer' d him, as in the Verſe 
above, that they did not ſtone him for any good 
Work, which he had done, but for Blaſpbemy, in 


that he had made himſelf God, or equal to God. To 


which our Lord xeplied, Is it not written in your Law, 
T ſaid je are Gods? And then he adds, If he called 


then Gods to whom the Word of God came, (and the 


Scriptures cannot be broken) ſay ye of him whom the Fa- 
ther bath ſan{tified and ſent into the World, Thou blaſ* 
phemeſt, becauje'T ſaid I am the Son of God? In this 
Reply our Lord doth not deny that the alen 
himſelf God (in the Jews Seuſe of that Word) had 
been Blaſphemy; but that which he denieth is, 
that the making himſelf the Supreme God, or equal 
to him, could be juſtly inferred from what he had 
ſaid. Becauſe the Scripture had given the Name 
God, to thoſe that were ſent in God's Name, there- 


fore it could not be Blaſphemy for bim, who was 


in the moſt eminent Manner ſent of God, to ay 
oe oo te 


* * » — w « * —— —— — _ k * 0 * 4 , F , * 
8 0 4 "oe 7 K . » Y 5 4 * " 9 = SY 12 N n 
* — * N 2 7 3 : * * "TR" (Yrs 7 < F 7 N 228 2a F * We 
a n San . 9 4 n * R K * ** 4 
* 9 * * * * > * * + Te a6 © a ; ** a) „ | is. 3 N n ** 8 N. *; 
— FIT A,» "OY. n A . 5 * * n N 
* e . as * , | N ; i : R . 
+ * 0 * G 5 wy : 975 5 IK * , 
be . 1 | | S 9 - Pe 4 \ 
F: p . i, * <1 

r 5 wi * 2 5. 41 . 
" x * L * Ky * L 9 1 x4 7 o . 

+ 3: 2 4 e . , 

8 8 ! , N 88 
29 4 33 «* ws * 4 4 ; s 

* % | b 3 - 4 my , * 1 * 5 c 
3 Y 3 [ - \ ; a D 
* „ N ; an - 1 z» : a 
wy | i * » \ % l . * : bo, ; . 
, 9 * 


* %. wor ow 


9 
F 


is that which we wculd ren ark from the two Inſtan- 
ces before us (via) That our Lord was ſo far from 
enccuragirg Peoples taking up ſuch an Opinion of 
him, that he was the Supreme God, or equal to him, 


that on the contrary he endeavoured to diſſwade 


them from it; which we think he would not have 
done, if this Opu: ion had been true: Becauſe in fo 


doing he would have obſtructed one great End of his 


comirg into the World, which he elfewhere tells us 
was to bear „ itmeſs to the Truth. Joh. 18. 37. 1 
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CHAP. VI. 
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a Scventhly, Tre Son did pray to the E ther in 


- + Behalf of himfelf; conſequently. the Son 1s 
' Inferior and S:.bordinate to the Father, and 
tbe Father aloue is the Supreme God. 


TY Rayer we take to be (when offer'd up for the Pe- 
FS titioner / the Act of a dependent Being, where- 
by the Mind is carried out in the Act of Deſire, af- 
ter ſome Good not enjoyed, ariſing from a Senſe 
of the Want of that Good, and of its own Inability to 


procure it. And (when a rational AQ) it is directed 


to a Being that hath Ability to confer the good 


A 
* . 


Thing prayed tor, That our Lord did pray to the 
Father, ſee Foh. 17. 1. Father, the Hour is come, gl-vi- 
fy thy Son, that thy Son alſo may glorify thee. Again, 
v. 5. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own ſelf, with the Glory which I had with thee- before 
the Vi orld was. That this Prayer was the Act ol his 
Divine Nature is undeniable, becauſe it was his Di- 
vine Nature alone that was in a State of Glory 
with the Father before the World was: And that it 
was the Father alone that could confer this Bleiſing 
W e e ee 
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of God the Father. 19 
upon him is maniteſt, from his directing this Prayer 
to the Father, Yea, this Text doth plainly thew 
that the Perfection of the Son's Glory and Happi- 
neſs did flow from the Father, and did conſiſt in 
the Enjoyment ot the Father; con{-quently he mult 
be inferior and ſubordinate to the Father: For the 
Father's Glory was underived and originally in Him- 
ſelf; but the-Son's Glory was derived from, and 
ariginally in the Father. Again, Fob. 12. 27, 28. 
New is my Soul troubled ; and what fhall I ſay? Father, 
fave me from this Hour: But for this Cauſe came I unto 
this Hour. Father, glorify thy Name, &c. Again, 
Matth. 26. 29. and ſo on. And be went a little farther, - 
and fell on his Face, and prayed, ſaying, O My Father, if 
it be paſſible let this Cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not 
a; 1 wil. Unt as thu wilt----- He went away again the ſecond” 
time, an prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if this Cp may 
not paſs away from me, except I drink it, thy Will be 
done. Again, Matth. 26. 5 3. Thinkeft thou, that 1 
cannot now pray to my Father, and he will ſend me m r 
than twelve Legions of Angels? &c. Again, Like 
23. 46. And when Feſus had cried with a loud Voice, 
he ſaid, Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit , 
and when be bad ſo ſaid, be gave up the bo. Seeing 
then the Son did pray to the Father, 1n his higheſt” 
or divine Nature, = that Good which his higheſt. 
Nature did not enjoy (at leaſt in ſo great a Degree 
as he did defire) even for an Addition of Glory, to 
his higheſt or divine Nature, it will follow by una- 
voidable Conſequence, that the Son is inferior and 
ſubordinate to the Father, and that the Father alone 

x the ſupreme God. 
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HAP. VII. 


Eighthly T be Sor did debaſe himſelf in bis 1% 


king humane Nature «pun him, ſo as that he 
Was in a leſs Degree of Glo, af er his Being @ 
Man, than he was in antecedent to that De- 
baſement : C onſequently the Son is Inferior 
and Subordinate to the Father, and the Fa- 
ther alone 1s the Supreme God. 


8 T HI 8 is one eſſential Chara ger of the pen 


God, (iz) I hat he is eternally and unchangea · 


bly the lame, without any Addition to, or Diminu- 


tion of his Perfection, and Glory; wherefore if the 
Son has palsd thro' ſuch a Change as to be either 
leſſen d, or encreas'd in his Perfection and Glory, 
the Conſequence i is clear, that he is not the Supreme 
God. That the Son hath paſs'd thro ſuch a Change, 
fee Fobn 17. 5. And now, 0 Father, glorify thou me, 


with thine own Self, with that Glory I bad with thee bes | 


fore the World was. In this Text are ſeveral Things 


worthy our Obſervation. Firſt, That the Son was 


in a State of Glory before the World was. Secondly, 
That in the Days of his Debaſement (when this 
Prayer was put up to his Father) he was in a leſs 
Degree of Glory than he was in before his ſaid De- 
baſement: Becauſe it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that our 


Lord did pray for that which he was in the Enjoy- 
ment of; or for the reſtoring of that which was not 


depreſs d or taken away. Thirdly, that the Son's 
Glory proceeded from, and was in the Hand and Pow- 


er of the Father. And Laſtly, That the Glory here 


ſpoken of, can by no Means be applied to the hu- 
mane Nature: Becauſe it was enjoy'd by that Na- 
ture which was in Being before the World, which 
could be no other than has Divine Nature. Again, 
2 Car, 
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2 Cor, 8. 9. Te know the Grace of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, that tho" be was Rich, yet for your Sakes be be- 
came Poor, that ye thro' his Poverty might be Rich. The 
Apoſtle in the Beginning ot this Chapter endeavour- 
ed to perſuade the believing Corinthians to a liberal 
Contribution to the poor Saints in Fudea, from the 
Example of the Neighbouring Churches of Macedo- 
nia, who had to their Ability, yea beyond their Ability, 
(and that too at a Time of their deep Poverty and 
Affliction) contributed willingly, and of their own 
Accord towards the Relief of their poor Brethren, 
and had prayed the Apoſtles to receive the Gift. 
St, Paul giveth the Corinthians to underſtand that 
as they had abounded in other. Graces, ſo it was 
his Deſire that they ſhould abound in this Grace alſo; 
and this enduced him to preſs it fo much upon them: 
Not that he had received any particular Com- 
mand from Chriſt, for what he did towards them 
in this Affair, but he was encourag d to it from the 
For wardneſs of Others. And further he gives them to 
underſtand, that tho he had no Command from 
Chriſt for what he did, (vix.) to preſs them with ſo 
much Earneſtneſs to a liberal Contribution to the 
poor Saints in Fudea, yet they had the Example of 
Chriſt for what he required from them: for ye know the 
Grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, &c. So that in this 
Verſe the Apoſtle uſeth another Argument to en- 
gage the Corinthians to the Practice of the Duty he 
had recommended, by reminding them of that a- 
bundant Grace and Bounty of Chriſt, which he had 
exerciſed towards them, in that when he was Rich he 
became Poor, that they thro' his Poverty might be made 
Rich; whoſe Example and Pattern, as Chriſtians, 
they were obliged to follow. Now the Grace and 
Bounty which Chriſt exercis d was ſuch as cannot be 
applicable to his humane Nature ; for the Apoſtle 
_ declares, that our Lord did for Mankind's Sake, paſs 
from a State of Riches, to a. Stete of Poverty: But 
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22 The Supremacy 


as to worldly | Riches, thoſe he was never poſſeſs d 
of; He was as Poor when he came out of the 
Womb. as when he was laid in the Tomb : His whole 


Life from his Birth to his Death, was a State of. 


Meanneſs and Poverty. Therefore the Apoſtle can- 


not be ſuppoſed to ſpeak of worldly Riches, becauſe 
if he did, his Aſſertion would have been falſe in 
Fact: Our Lord never paſſing thro' ſuch a Change, 
as from a State of worldly Riches to a State of Po- 


verty. And therefore the Riches here ſpoken of 


moft be ſomething which he enjoyed antecedent to his 


taking humane Nature upon him: And his paſſing in- 
to a State of Poverty muſt be a leaving, and being ſe- 


parated from that Good (by his becoming a Man) 
which he did enjoy before he thus humbled himſelf. 
The Meaning of the Apoſtle we take to be this, 
That our Lord in his Diyine Nature did enjoy unſpeak- 


able Happineſs and Glory with the Father, which he 


calleth a State of Riches; and that for Mankind's 


Sake, he was pleaſed to tike upon him a State and . 
Condition, in which he had a much leſs Degree of 


Happineſs and Glory, than he had before enjoyed; 
and this he calleth a State of Poverty. And his pal; 


fing out of one of theſe States into the other, he calls 


a becoming Poor, Seeing then our Lord did in his 
Higheſt or Divine Nature, paſs thro' ſuch a Change, 
as from Rich to become Poor, it will follow that he 


is inferior and ſubordinate to the Father, and that the 


Father alone is the ſupreme God. Under this Head 
of Argument we may add thoſe Places or Texts 
which ſpeak of our Lord's coming down from Hea+ 


ven; and of his aſcending thither again. See oh. 


6. 22. For the Bread of God is be which cometh 


down from Heaven, and giveth Life into the World. 


Again, ver. 38. For I came down from Heaven. Again, 
ver. 62. What and if ye ſþall ſce the Son of Man aſcend 
up where he was before? In theſe and the like Places 


we coneeiv2 our Lord's Divine Nature muſt be in- 
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tended ; becauſe it was his Divine Nature alone that 
had been in Heaven, and that had deſcended from 
Wit. Again we lay, whatever is meant by the Word 
Heaven, whether it is a Place, or a State, or both, 
our Lord's coming down from it can imply no 
leis than his Being ſeparated from that Place, or 
State, and from the Glory and Bliſs, that is enjoy d 

in that Place or State. And this is confirm d by our 
Lord's praying to the Fas for the Reſtauration: 
See Fob. 17. 5. Seeirg, then that our Lord did fo 
humble himſelf in his te king humane Nature upon 
him, as to be in a leſs Degree of Glory after his 
Incarnation than he was in before his Incamati- © 
on; and did deſire, and pray to the Father to be 
reſtored to it again? And all this in his higheſt, Di- 
vine Nature; the Conſequence is clear and unavoid- 
able, that the Son in his Higheſt or Divine Nature 

is Inferior and Subordinate to the Father, and that 
the Father alone is the Supreme God. 
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If te what has been ſaid upon this Subject, there 
© ſhould be this General Reply made (viz. ) That 


and ſupport them, are mi ſapplied, by applying 
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G HA b. IX. 
Objections Anſwer' d. 


the foremention d Ar une nta Fall to the Ground, 
becauſe the Scriptures that are brought to prove, 


them to the Divine as well as Human Nature o 
 Chrift : Whereas if they ok rightly ap- 
plied, it would have been to the Human Nature 

alone, conſidered in a ſeparate and diſtin Ca- 
bs pacity from the Divine Nature in Christ. : 


' A Nſwer, Firſt, The Scripture every where ſpeaks 
of the whole Chriſt, as performing the Work 
of dur Redemption; and it no where ſpcaks of his 


having two Rational Natures, acting in a ſeparate 
and diſtin& Capacity one trom another : So that the 


Doctrine of Chriſt's Humanity acting ſeparate from 
bis Divinity, and his Divinity acting ſeparate from 
his Humanity (after their Conjundion) hath no 


Foundation in Scripture; and it ſtands upon no o- 
ther Original Authority (as we know of) but that 


of Cerinthus, and his Adherents. Ce inthus was of this 


Opinion, That there were two diſtin& Rational Na- 


tures in the Perſon of our Redeemer : One of a Hea- 
yenly, and the other of an Earthly Extraction. The 
Heavenly he called Chriſt, and the Earthly he called 


Jeſus (which Anſwers to-the Divine and Humane Na- 


tures, according to the way of ſpeaking in our Days.) 


Theſe two Beings or Natures, or whatever Term we 


give them (he held) acted one without the other, or 
in a ſeparate and diſtinct Capacity one from another, 


f Cod the Father. 

in their United State. This was C?rinths's Error in 
this Matter; and this is the Error of the preſent Or- 
thodox, who in this Reſpcct have again revived Ce- 
inthianiſm, tho' Odious to the Primitive Church of 
Chriſt, and contrary to the whole New Teſtament, 
which every where aſcribes the Work of our Redemp- 
tion to the whole Chriſt. The Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament declare, that it was Chriſt, not a part, not 
ſometimes one Part, and ſometimes another, but the 
whole, and every part of Chriſt (fo far as one Part 
of his Nature was capable of acting, and bearing a 
part with the other) was Born,and Lived, and wrought 
Miracles, and Died, and Role again, and Aſcended, 
and Sitteth at the Right-hand of God, and ſhall here- 
after Judge the World: And fo both began, and will 
finiſh the Work of our Salvation. FR 5 

Second, Admitting this unſcriptural diſtinction of 

two diſtinct Rational Natures in the Perſon of Chriſt, 
we anſwer, That a great part of the Scriptures we 
have referred to in the fore- going Arguments, cannot 
be applied to the Human Nature of Chriſt, conſidered 
in a ſeparate and diſtinct Capacity from his Divine 
Nature: And ſo the Objection is of no force. To prove 
this, would be to tranſcribe a great part of what we 
have ſaid in thoſe Arguments; and therefore to them 
we refer. $ | 
If it be farther Objected, That the foregoing Argu- 
ments, and what they are deſign'd to prove, do very 
much detract from the Dignity of our Lord's Perſon, 
and leſſen the Value or Merit of his Death, by which 
alone the Redemption of Mankind was wrought out; 
and ſo they conſequently are groundleſs and falſe: 
To this Objection, We ſhall return a Two-told An- 
ſwer; Firſt by way of Apology, and Second by way 
of Reply. Firſt by way of Apology we ſay, That to 
detract from the Character of our Neighbour isa Crime; 
but to detract from the Character, or take away 
the Dignity of the Son of God, and our Bleſſed 

Fe a os + Redeemer, 
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Redeemer, is much more ſo, and of a black and hai“ 
nous Nature; and that which we would not be guilty 
of, upon any Conſideration what ſoever. But then, 
neither would we on the other fide be found to Lye 


for his Glory, by declaring him to be, what hunſelf, 
and the Scriptures declare he is not. For by ſuch a 
Practice we do but diſhonour him, whilſt we ſeem to 
Honour him; and we take from the Father that which 
he hath reſerved peculiarly to himſelf; yea which 
muſt of Neceſſity belong to him (viz.) to be the Ori- 
ginal and fiſt Cauſe; and the Final and Ultimate 
End of all Things: That 1s all Things end Ulti⸗ 
mately and finally in the Glory of God the Father. 
What we deſire is, to ſpeak of him the Thing that is 
Right, and to ſay no more, nor no leſs than he hath 
ſaid of himſelf, and the Scriptures bear Witneſs of 
him. And whilſt we are doing ſo, we think we are 
in the way of our Duty, whatever Reproach and 
Scandal we may he under for ſo doing. 
We believe that our Lord is a Divine Being or Per- 
fon, of vaſtly great and ſuper- eminent Excellency 
and Perfection: That he is the moſt Clear, Bright, 
and Expreſs Image, Similitude, or Repreſentation of 
the Supreme God the Father: That he is the Only- 
Begotten, and the mcit Beloved Son of God: That 
the Father loveth him with his higheft Love, and con- 
ferreth upon bim his higheſt Honours: He was the 
Father's Agent in Creating the World: And it was he 
that the Father conſtituted, and appointed to Work 
out the Redemption of Mankind: And he it is that 
the Father hath appointed to be the Judge of Quick 
and Dead: In a Word he is by the Father fet over all 
 Pommionand Power, and every Name that is named, 
whether in Heaven, or in Earth, or under the Earth; 
he is Head and God and Lord of all, Bleſſed for evers 
more: And tho he is this, and much more than we 
are able to expreſs, yet ſtill he is but what he is; and 
he is no more than what he is (viz.) Inferior and Sub 
EE ordinate 
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of Cod the Father 27 
ordinate to the Father, and the Father alone is the 
Supreme God: | 


And after all, if any ſhall till be ſo Rude and Baſe, 
as to Slander us, as Blaſphemers, and as Denying the 
Lord that bought us; and ſhall Perfecute us as Hexe- 
ticks, we deſire to Exerciſe ſuch Humility and Love 
towards them, and Patience under our Burthen, accord- 

ing to the Doctrine and Pattern of our Redeemer, as 
may Evidence us to be his true Diſciples. | 
We have in the foregoing Arguments, ſhewn the 
Reaſons why we diſſent in this Caſe, from the preſent 
Orthodox. Not out of a diſreſpe& to our Redeemer, 
whom we think our. ſelves deeply obliged always 
highly to Value and Efteem. Not out of Humour, or 
the Love of Novelty : but from the convincing Evi- 
dence of Reaſon and Scripture. And thus much we 
have thought fit to anſwer by way of Apology for 
our ſelves. © pers d 
Secondly, We anſwer by way of Reply to the fore- 
going Objection. The Objection conſiſteth of two 
Parts: Firſt, That the making the Son to be Inferior 
and Subordinate to the Father, is a detracting from the 
Character, or a leſſening the Dignity of the Perſon 
of our Redeemer ; and Secondly, That it is a leſſen- 
ing the Value, or the Merit of his Death. n 
To the firſt part we anſwer, That it is no Detrac- 
tion from the Dignity of a Perſon to deny it to be 
what it really is not. It is no Detraction from the Dig- 
nity or Honour of Thomas Herbert, Earl of P:mbroke, 
to ſay, That he is not the King of Great-Britaiu; be- 
cauſe this 1s only a denying him to be what he really 
is not. To detract from any one's Dignity or Honour, 
is to deny them to be what they really are: Thus to 
ſay, That Thomas Herbert is not a Peer, but is only 3 
Commoner of Great Britain, is to detract from we 
Dignity of Thomas Herbert; becauſe he is really Ear 
of Pembroke and Montgomery, and conſequently is mare 
than a Commoner, and is really a Peer of Great-Britaiy. 


* The Supremacy 
Seeing then, as we have not denied our Lord to be any 
thing that he really is, but only have ſaid that of him 
which he hath ſaid of himſelt, and what the Holy 
Scriptures teſtify of him, this muſt be a very umjuſt 
Charge, to ſay, We have detracted from his Dignity 
and Honour, and conſequently the fuft part of the 
Objection is Falſe and Groundleſs. | 
To the Second part of this Objection we anſwer, 
That if the Value and Merit of the Sacrifice doth 
proportion its {elf to the Worth and Excellency of the 
Thing ſacrificed, or offer'd up, then we are ſo far from 
leſſening the Value or Merit of Chriſt's Death, that 
on the contrary we put the higheſt Value upon it; or 
at leaſt as high a Value as any Chriſtians whatſoever : 


And that this may appear, we will take this Matter 
into a particular Examination. he be 
Cerinthus and his Followers held that our Lord Chriſt 
| ſuſtained two Rational Natures; and that they acted 
each in a diſtin& Capacity, one from the other; The 
one he called Jeſus, and the other he called Chriſt; 
Jeſus, he ſaid, was of an Earthly,and Chriſt of an Hea- 
wenly Extraction; and that when Jeſus entred upon 
his Paſſion, Chriſt took Wing and flew away from 
Jeſus, and left him to Sffer alone: Conſequently the 
Offering in Cærinthus's Opinion was but a meer Human 
Creature. But Cerinthus was judged to err from the 
Truth, in the Apoſtolical Age; and that he did fo 
will appear hereafter. Sabel ius and his Adherents 
held that the Father and the Son was but one di- 
ſtinct individual Being, tho' repreſented by ſeveral 
diſtinct Characters, upon the Account of his different 
dealings with his Creatures; and that God was uni- 
ted to the Man Chriſt Jeſus, and in that Union com- 
8 a Divine Aſſiſtance to enable him to per- 
form bath actively and paſſively the whole Will of 
God, but ſtill the Being that did perform that Obe- 
fence was but a Man; and conſequently the Offering 
(ſeparate from that Aſſiſtance which was communi; 


cated 


ated to the Offerer) was but a meer Humane Creature. 
o that in this the Cerinthiaus and Sabellians agree (vix.) 
That the Thing Offered up was but a meer Human 
reature. 8 $11. 

Soc inus and his Followers acknowledge the diſtinct 
Perſonality. of the Father and the Son, but withal 


and Power, and the like Abilities than ever any other 
Man did; and was called to Tranſact in great Affairs 
ſich as the redeeming and judging of the World, the 
governing and watching over the Church, and the 
like, and receiving Abilities for ſuch Perfomances, as 
never any other Man was called to, or entruſted with : 
And conſequently the Offering which was made, 
or offered up was but a meer Human Creature in 
their account. So that Cerinthus, and Sabellius, and 
Socinus, and their Adherents do all agree in this, 
That the Thing offer d up was but a meer Man. 
Ihe preſent Orthodox (as they eſteem themſelves) 
hold the diſtict Perſonality of the Father and the Son, 
(viz.) That they are two diſtin Beings; and in this 
they diſſent from Sabellius. And they hold that the 
Divine Nature of the Son was united to the Humanity, 
in the Perſon of Chriſt; and in this they diſſent from 
Socinus. They likewiſe hold that the Divine and Hu- 
man Natures in Chriſt did act in a ſeparate and di- 
ſtinct Capacity, one from another; and in this the 
agree with and are the Followers of Cermthus, They 
likewiſe hold that the Divine Nature of the Son, which 
was united to the Human Nature in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, was a Being Equal to, and Co-ordinate with 
the Supreme God the Father; and in this they diſſent 
from the Scriptures of Trath. And, as we ſaid before, 
they hold that the Divine and Human Nature a& Se- 
parate and Diſtinct one from another; and that there 


the Perſon of our Lord; and that theſe two ſpiritual 
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that the Son was no more than a Man: Only he re- 
ceived a larger Meaſure of Knowledge and Wiſdom, 


were two Diſtinct, Rational, Spiritual Subſtances in 


Minds 
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28 The Supremacy 


Seeing then, as we have not denied our Lord to be any 

thing that he really 1s, but only have ſaid that of him 
which he hath ſaid of himſelf, and what the Holy 
Scriptures teſtify of him, this muſt be a very unjuſt 
Charge, to ſay, We have detracted from his Dignity 


and Honour, and conſequently the fiſt part of the 
Objection is Falle and Groundleſs. . . 
Iso the Second part of this Objection we anſwer, 
That if the Value and Merit of the Sacrifice doth 

proportion its ſelf to the Worth and Excellency of the 
Thang ſacrificed, or ofter'd up, then we are fo far from 
leſſening the Value or Merit of Chriſt's Death, that 

on the contrary we put the higheſt Value upon it; or 
at leaſt as high a Value as any Chriſtians whatſoever : 


And that this may appear, we will take this Matter 
into a particular Examination. 


Cerinthus and his Followers held that our Lord Chriſt - 


ſuſtained two Rational Natures; and that they acted 
each in a diſtinct Capacity, one from the other; The 
one he called Jeſus, and the other he called Chriſt, 
Jeſus, he ſaid, was of an Earthly, and Chriſt of an Hea- 
wenly Extraction; and that when Jeſus entred upon 
his Paſſion, Chriſt took Wing and flew away from 
Jeſns, and left him to Suffer alone: Conſequently the 
Offering in Cerinthus's Opinion was but a meer Human 
Creature. But Cerinthus was judged to err from the 
Truth, in the Apoſtolical Age; and that he did fo 
will appear hereafter. Sabel ius and his Adherents 
held that the Father and the Son was but one di- 
ſtinct individual Being, tho' repreſented by ſeveral 
diſtinct Characters, upon the Account of his different 
dealings with his Creatures; and that God was uni- 
ted to the Man Chriſt Jeſus, and in that Union com- 
e a Divine Aſſiſtance to enable him to per- 
orm bath actively and paſſively the whole Will of 
God, but ſtill the Being that did perform that Obes 
fence was but a Man; and conſequently the Offering 
(eparate from that Aſſiſtange which was communt- 
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o that in this the Cerinthians and Sabellians agree (vix.) 


That the Thing Offered up was but a meer Human 
reature. 


Perſonality. of the Father and the Son, but withal 


that the Son was no more than a Man: Only he re- 


ceived a larger Meaſure of Knowledge and Wiſdom, 
Man did; and was called to Tranſact in great Affairs 


governing and watching over the Church, and the 
like, and receiving Abilities for ſuch Pertomances, as 
neverany other Man was called to, or entruſted with : 


or offered up was but a meer Human Creature in 
their account. So that Cerinthus, and Sabellius, and 
Socinus, and their Adherents do all agree in this, 
That the Thing offer d up was but a meer Man. 

The preſent Orthodox (as they eſteem themſelves) 
hold the diſtict Perſonality of the Father and the Son, 
(vix.) That they are two diſtinct Beings; and in this 
they diſſent from Sabellius. And they hold that the 
Divine Nature of the Son was united to the Humanity, 
in the Perſon of Chriſt; and in this they diſſent from 
Socinus. They likewiſe hold that the Divine and Hu- 
man Natures in Chriſt did act in a ſeparate and di- 
ſtinct Capacity, one from another; and in this they 
agree with and are the Followers of Cærinthus. They 
likewiſe hold that the Divine Nature of the Son, which 


Chriſt, was a Being Equal to, and Co- ordinate with 
the Supreme God the Father; and in this they diſſent 
from the Scriptures of Truth. And, as we ſaid before, 
they hold that the Divine and Human Nature act Se- 


parate and Diſtinct one from another; and that there 


were two Diſtinct, Rational, Spiritual Subſtances in 
the Perſon of our Lord; and that theſe two ſpiritual 


, God the Father. 29 


ated to the Offerer) was but a meer Humane Creature. 
Soc inus and his Followers acknowledge the diſtince 


and Power, and the like Abilities than ever any other 


ſuch as the redeeming and judging of the World, the 


And conſequently the Offering which was made, 


was united to the Human Nature in the Perſon of 
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Minds did know and underſtand, and will, and affect, 
and diſaffect ſeparate one from another; and that the 
Human Nature ſuffer'd alone, and the Divine Nature 
bore no part in that ſuftering, any farther than its be- 
ing united to it, and communicating its Aſſiſtance to 


it: A Doctrine which the Scriptures are utter ly Stran- | 
pers to. When it {peaks of this Matter, it ſpeaks of i 


the whole Chrift, and not of a part only, not ſome- 
times this part, and ſometimes that part; but in 
every Act that flowed from him, or was performed 
by him, it is aſcribed to the whole Chrift. | 
And thus we ſee that howſoever the fore-mention'd 
Chriſtians, under the various Denominations, differ 
in their Apprehenſions of the Perſon of Chriſt, yet 
they all agree in this (viz.) That the Thing Offer d 


up was a meer Human Creature: And conſequently” 


the Value and Merit of that Death muſt be the ſame. 


Indeed there is one Circumſtance that may make a 
Difference. The preſent Orthodox, the Socinians, and 
HOlabellians hold that the Humanity ſuffer'd alone, but 


yet had Aſſiſtance from the Divinity to enable it to 
ſuffer. Whereas Cerinthus held that Chriſt flew away 


from Jeſus, and left him to ſuffer alone without his 


Aſſiſtance. Now the Queſtion is, which of theſe is 
the moſt Noble and Meritorious? To ſuffer with help, 
as the three before-mention'd hold; or to ſuffer with- 
out help as Cerinthus held > We ſee that the ſuffering 


5 the ſame in both, and the Thing or Being is the 


ame that ſuffer' d: All the Difference lies in the Aſ- 
ſiſtance that was afforded. We are ſure that in other 
Caſes it is the moſt Noble and Glorious, to Act and 
_ Perform without Help, if the Action is the ſame, as 


it is in this Caſe: And this gives it to Cerinthus. Bat 
whether Cerinthus ſet the Higheſt Value upon the Me- 


on'd, we will leave to others to judge. 


rit and Death of Chriſt, or the others before · menti · 


As to our ſelves we ſay, That the Father and the 


Son are two diſtinct Beings; and in this we diſſent 
| un „ "Haw 
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from Sabellins: Alſo that the Son was a Being which 
exiſted before the World was; and in this we diſſent 


the ¶ from Socinis: And that the Son is a God of an ex- 
ure ¶cellent Nature, and (with reſpect to us) Incompre- 
be- henſible; but yet he is Inferior and Subordi nate to 
to the Supreme God the Father; and in this we diſſent 
in- from the preſent Orthodox: And tarther we think, that 
of the Divine Nature in Chriſt, iupphed the place of a 
8 


Kational Human Spirit; and that in Chriſt there is 
but one ſpiritual Subſiſtence (vz.) God the Word; 
and in this we diflent both from the preſent Ortho- 
dox, and Cerinthus, . rp fb 
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And now to ſet this Matter in a clear Light, we 
ſay, That Man is made up of Two more Gene- 
ral Parts, (viz.) Spirit and Fleſh; and thugs 
St. Paul divides Man, Gal. 5. 17. The Fleſh 
luſteth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit a- 
gainſt the Fleſh; and theſe Two are contrary 


one to the other, ſo that ye do not the 
Things that ye would. 1 7 55 


1 HIS being premis'd (viz.) That Man is made 
1 up of Two Parts, Fleſh and Spirit, we ſay, That 
both theſe took place in the Perſon of Chrift; and 
conſequently he was a Man. But then we ſay, That 
the Spiritual Part which took place in Chriſt was 
God the Word; and this made him more than a Man; 
tho notwithſtanding this he was a Man. And as the 
Divine Word in Chriſt was the ſame as the Rational 
Spirit is in all other Men; fo the Word, or moſt Di- 
vine Part did receive Impreſſions from, and ſuffer 
with the fleſhy Part he was united to; even as _= 
| | rational 
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32 The Supremacy © 
rational Spirit does receive Impreſſions from, and 
futter with the fleſhy Part in all other Men; conſe- 
quently Chriſt ſuftered in his higheſt Nature. It was 
the whole Chriſt that was in an Agony in the Garden, 
and that was ſorromful unts Death Even that Death 
which conliftedin aSeparation of his Divinity from that 


Fleſhy Part to which it was united. So then we fay, | 


That the Offering which was offer'd up on the Croſs, 
or Sinners Salvation, was more than a meer Human 
Creature, (viz.) the Word or Son of God, And in this 
we diſſent rom all the ſeveral Denominations of Chri- 


ſtians before- mention d, (viz.) Cer inthiaus, Sabellians, 


Socrmans, and the preſent Orthodox: Who All and E- 
very of them do maintain that the Thing offer'd up, 
was but a meer Human Creature. From which it fol- 
lows, that we have a higher Opinion of the Thing or 
Sacrifice that was Offer d than they. And, as we ſaid 
before, if the Merit do proportion its ſelf, to the Value 
of the Thing Offer d up, then we do put the higheſt, at 


leaſt as high a Value upon the Merit and Death of 


Chriſt, as any Chriſtians whatſoever ; and conſequent- 
Iy the latter Part of the Objection is Groundleſs and 


Falſe. But becauſe this is a matter of ſuch Import- 


ance, and the miſtaking in it has been ſo fatal to the 
Glorious Truths of Chriſtianity, we think our ſelves 
Oblig'd to ſhew the Foundation it hath in the Holy 
Scriptures. The Thing which we are to prove is this, 
That the Word or Son of God, was it ſelf part of the 
Man Chriſt jeſus; that it was in the Place of the Ra- 
tional Spirit; and that it acted in, and animated the 
Fleſhy Part: As the Rational Spirit does act in, and 


animate the Fleſhy Part in all other Men. And this 


we ſhall do by an abundant Evidence from Scripture. 
Firſt, The Scriptures declare the Word or Son of 


God to be a Man: Not to be joined to a Man or Hu- 


man Nature, but that it ſelf was ſuch. Zach. 13. J. 
Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, againſt thè Man that 
is my Fellow, ſaith the Lord of Haſts. Here we ſee that 


the 
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33 
the very Being which is called God s Fellow, is ſaid to 


vas be a Man: Not united to a Being that was a Man, 
n, but he is a Man himſelf - Unto the Man that is my 
th Fellow, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. . OS AK 

at Acts 2. 22. Feſus of Nazareth, a Man approved of 
y, WW God (viz. the Father) among you, by Miracles, Wonders, 
8, and Signs, which God did by him, in the midſt of you, 
n Here, if the Term God be applied to the Son, then 
is God did bear Witneſs to the Humanity alone, con- 


fidered in a diſtin& and ſeparate Capacity from the 
Divine Word : But this cannot be true, becauſe the 
- Miracles, Wonders and Signs that were wrought, were 
; to confirm his Teſtimony; And his Teſtimony was 
. this, That he was the Word, or Son of God, and Sa- 
viour of the World : Conſequently the Term Gol is 
applied to God the Father: and if fo, then it was the 
Divinity of the Son that wrought theſe Works; be- 
cauſe they were wrought to bear Witneſs to the Be- 

ing that wrought them; and the Being they did bear 
Witneſs to, was the Word, or Son of God : Conſe- 
juently their Worker was the Son of God. So St. Peter 
ſaith he was a Man; not united to a Man, but a Man 

himſelf, Ads 17. 31. Becanſe he bath appointed a Day, 
in which be will Fudge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that 
Man whom be bath ordained. Here we lee the Being that 
is to judge the World is a Man ; not joined to, or u- 
nited with the Manhood, but is the Manhood it ſelf; 

By that Man whom he hath ordained. == 

Rom. 5. 15. Much more the Grace of God, and the 
Gift by Grace, which is by one Man, even Feſus Chriſt, 
hath abounded unto many. Here we ſee, the Grace of God, 
and the Gift by Grace, which hath abounded unto Man- 
kind by Chriſt Feſus, is by him conſidered as a Man; not 
as a Being that had Union with Humane Nature, but 
the Being its ſelf is conſidered as ſuch. 

1 Cor. 15. 47. The firft Man is of the Earth, Earthy; 
the ſecond Man is the Lord from Heaven, Here we ſee, 
that the firſt and ſecond Adam are of atwo-tfold Ex- 
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34 The Supremacy 
traction; but if the ſecond Man was in his ſpiritual 
Part the fame with all other Men, then they had been 
of the fame Extraction. This Text is ſo clear a Proof 
of what we have aſſerted, that it almoſt proveth it 
ſufficiently by its ſelf. 50 
1 Tim. 2. 5. Ibere is One God, and One Mediator 
between God and Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus. Here we 
ſee, that our Mecliatour is a Man; not another Being 
joined and united to the Manhood, but its ſelf is the 
Man Chi iſt Feſus. And thus it appears from all the 
Texts afore- cited, that the Lord Je ſus Chriſt,the Word, 
or Son of God, Was its ſelf the Manhood; not another 
Being joined or united to the Manhood, but the Man- 
hood it ſelf. But this is not all, therefore, 
Secondly, We ſay, The Scripture declares the ſame 
thing in other Words, thus, Fob. 1. 14. The Word was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt among us. By the expreſſion Made, 
we are not to underſtand, that the Word was tranſub- 
ſtantiated into Fleſh, but was made Wleſh, by being 
inſerted into Fleſh ; that is, it was not changed into 
Fleſh, but was made Fleſh by being inſerted into, or 
united unto fleihy Parts. And the Word when thus u- 
nited to the fleſhy Part, was the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 

Toh. 4. 25, 26. The Woman ſaid untobim, I know that 
Meſſias cometh. wich is called Chriſt, when he cometh he 
will tell us all things. Feſus ſaid unto ber, I that ſpeak unto 
thee, am be: I, that ſpeak; I, (vix.) that intellectual 
Mind which animates that Body, that thine Eyes be- 
hold; and which moves and directs that Tongue, 

which {peaks unto thee, is that very Meſſiah or Chriſt, 
_ which thou ſpeakeſt about. Here we ſee, that the Man, 
or the Humanity its ſelf, (and not any other ſecoud 
Being joined to it,) that talked with the Woman, was 
the Meſſiah or Chriſt. 

Joh. 9. 25, 26, 27. 28. Doft thou believe on the Son 
of God? He anſwer'd and ſaid, Whos be, that I might. 
heli ve on him? And Feſus ſaid unto bim, Thon haſt both 

ſeen bim, and it is he that talketh with these. And be ſaid, 


Lord, 


Form of a God. 


wen, 
1 Flew 
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Lord, I believe; and he worſhipped him. Here we ſee, 
that the Word, or Son of God, is that ſame Being, 
whole fleſhy Part was viſible to the Man s ſight; and 
whoſe ſpiritual Part directed, and influenc'd that 
Tongue that talked with him Even this very Man, 
was the object of the Man's Faith, as the Son of Gd. 
And to this Man, (and not to another Being joined to 
it,) did the Man direct his Worſhip. We ſay to this 
Man alone, becauſe there was no other Being revealed 
to the Man, as the object of his Faith and Worſhip, 
but that viſible Body, and that rational Mind, which 
acted in and by that Body, that talked with him. 
Acts 2. 13, 14. The God of our Fathers hath glorified 
bis Sen Feſns, whom ye delivered up, and denied him before 
Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. But ye de- 
med the Holy One, and the Fuſt, and deſired that a Mur- 
derer might be granted unto you. Here we ſee, that Hoh 
and Fuft One, or as he is called in the next Verſe, the 


P ince of Life, (viz.) the Word or Son of God; is the 


ſame Being, (and not another, that was joined or 
united to 1t,) or the ſame Man that was delivered np, 
and denied before Pilate, 8 
Phil. 2. 7, 8. He was made in the likeneſs of Men, 

and being found in Faſhion as a Man. Here the being in 

the likeneſs of Men, and being found in Faſhimm as a Man, 
can imply no other than he that is elſewhere called a 
Man, for otherways he had been another ſpecies or 
kind of Being; which is contrary to the reſt of the 
Scripture. And here we would farther obſerve, that 
the very ſame Being which is here ſaid to be in Faſhi- 
on as a Man, was that Being which before was in the 


1 Tim. 2. 16, Without all Controverſy, great is the 


| Myftery of Godlineſs. God mas manifeſt in the F'eſh, or 


by the Fleſh, That is, as the rational Spirit is mani- 
feſted in, or by the Acts of the fleſhy Part that it is 
united to; ſo the Word or Son of God was manifeſted, 
In, and by that fleſhy es” which 1t was united, 
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36 T he Supremaey . 
dor into which it was inſerted,) by thoſe bodily Acts 
that were periocm'd by its Direction and Influence. 
From which it appears, that the Divine Nature in 
our Saviour, was in the place of the rational Soul. 

Heb 2 16, 17. For verily be took not on him the 
Nature of Angels, (or, as the Learned render it, Hz 
took not hald of Angels,) but took on him (or took hold 
of ) the Seed of Abraham: That 1s, he took on him 
the Nature ot a Man, as appears from the next Verſe, 
which runs thus: Wherefore in all things it heboved him 
to be made like unto his Brethren, that be might be a mer- 
ciful and faithful High-Prieft in things pertaining to God, 
to make Reconci lation for the Sins of the People, The 
Apoſtle here ſetteth forth the Word or Son of God, as 
that Being who was appointed to be an High-Prief, 
in things pertaining to God, to make Reconciliation for 
Sinners; and as ſuch, he ſaith, It behoved him to be 
like unto bis Brethren, that he might be capable of be- 
ing both a merciful and faithful High-Prieft: That is, 
as the High- Prieſt under the Law did offer a Sacrifice, 
or a Sin-Offering to make Reconciliation for the Sins of | 
the People; ſo it did behove the Word in this Office to 
put himſelf in ſuch a State, as that he might be capa- 
ble of offering up ſuch a Sin- Offering; and in ſo do- 
ing, he would be faithful to, or anſwer the end of his 
Office. So the Apoſtle, Chap. 8. 2. (ſpeaking of 
Chriſt as exerciſing this Office,) ſaith, Wherefore it is 
f Neceſiity that he jhould have ſomewbat to offer. And 
as it did behove the Word in this Office ( tor the due 
Diſcharge of it) to put himſelf in ſuch a State; ſo he 
did accordingly do it, by uniting himſelf to a fleſhy 
Part; and ſo rendred himſelf capable of being him- 
{elf offer d up, as an Offering for Sin : And by this 
means alſo be made himſelf capable of being a mer- 
ciful High-Prieft ; becauſe when the Word was thus 
united to the fleſhy Part, and ſo was become a Man, 
he then experienc'd that innocent Weakneſs and Frail- 
ty that Humane Nature is ſubject to; and from that 
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/ God the Father. 
Weakneſs that he did experience in himſelf, he was 
the better prepared to conſider, pity, and help the 
Weaknels and Frailty of thoſe he had undertook for. 
From all which it abundantly. appears, that the 
Word was a Man, not united to a Man only, but 
it ſelf (when united to a fleſhy Part) was a Man. 

Thirdly, The Scriptures declare, that the moſt di- 
vine Part of our Saviour was born of the Virgin; 
conſequently the moſt divine Part was it ſelf the Hu- 
maypny, or the rational Part of the Humanity. 

Iſaiah. 9. 6. Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given, and the Government ſhall he on bis Shoulders, and 
be ſhall be called the wonderful Councellor, the mighty, (or, 

a mighty) God, the ever laſting Father, (or, as the 
Learned ſay, the Father of the future Age,) the Prince 
of Prace, That theſe high Titles are applied to the 
moſt divine Part of our Saviour, we take for gfant- 
ed; and the fame Being or Perſon to whom they are 
applied, we ſay the ſame, and not another that was 
united to it, Tſazah (cr the Spirit of God by his 
Mouth) declares was born and given. 6 
Matt. 1. 23. Bebold a Virgm ſhall be with Child, 
and ſhall bring forth a Son, and they ſhall call his Name 
Emmanuel; which being interpreted, is God with us. 
Here we fee, the Child or Son which the Virgin 
brought forth, not another Being which was united 
to, or joined with this Child, but the Child it ſelf 
(when brought forth) is God with us. CS; 

Again, Chap. 2. 2. ſay the wiſe Men, where is he 
that is hon King of the Jews ? Here we ſee, the Child 
that was Born, and not any other Being united to 
that Child, was the King of the Jews. And, Ver. 11, 
They ſaw the youmg Child, and Mai y his Mother, and fell 
down and worſhipped him. Here the Child it felt, not 
any other Being joined or united to it, was worſhip- 
ped by the wife Men. V | 

John 18, 37. To this End was I born, and for this 
Cauſe came I into this World, that I might bear Witneſs 
VVVV—y 5 8 


* 3 hs as oF ann, mung | 
* f . = 4 po Cal A. 
a ? * 
S - 
8 * 
A 
1 7 
* 
ö „ ; 


>. ö 1 
- 3 £ 
: o 
- fy 4 2 
= 4 
p FA. 
i 1 


4 © 
ee — — 4 
* p pe 
U 


a „ $36} 2 9 ies: 
WT "OS * ; A i * 2 \ l 
” n A 57 ws! 5, 4 8 ? 5 1 f : 
1 9 1 ISO? 44 : + 5 
. YL * — : 
* N 1 n 
* N . 
4] * "4% W 
J 7 E : 3 , | Ray 
* x W 
„ 4 F 
4 
5 
* 

* o 7 

. 

v 

: 
* 
90 
. 


End, among others, that he might publiſh and atteſt 


born, and not any other Being united to it, which 


with it, or united to it,) is Chrift the Lord. From all 


by the Virgin; and conſequently was a real Part of 


neither is he that is ſent, greater than he that ſent him. If 


Mind to which he was united,) whoſe condeſcending 


to the Truth, It was Chriſt in his moſt divine Part 
that was the Oracle of Truth ; and herehe ſaith with 
his own Mouth, that this Oracle and Witneſs to 
the Truth, was Born, and came into this World, to this 
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the ſame, 

Luke 1, 35. Therefore, alſo that holy Thing | 
which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God, 
Here we ſee, that it was the Child its ſelf which was 


was the holy Thing, and the Son of God. | 

Chap. 2. 11. Unto you is horn this Day a Saviour, 
which is Chrift the Lord. And here we ſee, the Child 
or Perſon that was Born, (not another Being joined 


which Texts it clearly appears, that the moſt Di- 
vine Nature of our Lord was born, or brought forth 


the Manhood of our Lord and Saviour. 

Fourthly, The Scriptures recommend the Mind and 
Life of the divine Word, to be an Example for 
Chriſtians to follow; conſequently the divine Word 
was Part of the Humanity, CE 

John 13. 13, 14, 15, 16. Te call me Maſter and 
Lord, and ye ſay well, for ſo Jam: If I then your Lord 
and Maſter have waſhed your Fett, ye ought alſo to waſh 
one another's Feet ; for I have given you an Example, 
that ye ſhould do as I have done to you. Verily, Verily, 
T ſay imto you, the Servant is not greater than bis Lord; 


ye know theſe Things, happy are ye if ye do them. Here 
we ſee, that it was their real Lord, (not another 


Humility they are call'4 upon to imitate : It was 
the ſame intellectual Mind which ſaid, I am, as at 
Ver. 13. and that ſaid, As have done, as at Ver. 15. 
Phil. 2. 5, 6, 7, 8. Let this Mind be in you, which 
was alſo in Chi Feſus who being in the Form of God, 
| did 


39 
lid not aſſume to be equal to God, but made himſelf of no 
eputation, and took upon him the Form of a Servant, 
nd was made in the Likeneſs of Men; and being found in 
Faſhion as a Man,be humbled himſelf, and became obedient 
unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs. Here it is mani- 
feſt, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of one and the ſame intel- 
lectual Mind, in the Verſes before us: Not one Mind 
that was in the Form of a God, and another Mind 
that was humbled unto Death; but the ſame Mind 
that was humbled, by being in the Likeneſs of a Man, 
and a Servart; was that Mind which was in the 
Form of a God antecedent to that his Humiliation, 
The Apoſtle in theſe Verſes has ſo fully and expreſly 
declared what we plead for, that we think it is be- 
yond all rational Contradiction. That intellectual 
Mind, which the Apoſtle reeommends, as the great 
Example of Chriſtians, he faith, humbled himſelf by 
Degrees: Firſt, By being in the Likeneſs of Men, 
that is, by being a Man (as we have ſhewn alrea- 
dy :) Secondly, By being in a mean and ſervile State; 
which he calleth the Form of a Servant, when he was 
a Man: And Laſtly, He ſubmitted himſelf unto Death. 
But if there had been a Humane Spirit diſtin& from 
the divine Nature in our Saviour, then what the A- 
poſtle ſaid had not been true; for he ſaith, That the 
very ſame intellectual, ſpiritual Being that was in the 
Form of a God, was it ſelf (not another) humbled unto 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
Fifthly, The Scripture declares, that the Divine 
Word ſuffered with the fleſhy Part, to which it was 
united; even as the rational Spirit ſuffers with the 
fleſhy Part in all other Men; conſequently the Di- 
vine Word was it ſelf Part of the Humanity. 
Luke 24. 26. Ougbt not Chriſt to have ſuffer d and 
to have entred into bis Glory? Here we ce, it was 
Chriſt, the anointed Word that ſuffer'd. Our Lord 
ſpeaks by Way of Queſtion, which implies, that he 
ought to ſuffer; and that upon @ two-fold Account. 
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Firſt, His Office did requite it; for the Word or gon 
of God, was conſtituted to be the High- Prieſt, which 
was to make Reconciliation for Sin; and as ſuch he 


was obliged to offer up ſomething, to make Atone- 


ment: But he had nothing but himſelf to offer, that 


God would accept; therefore he ought to ſuffer to 
diſcharge his Office. Secondly, He ought to ſuffer, 
that fo the Scriptures might be fulfilled. 59 
Ads 17. 2, 3. And Faul reaſoned with them oy 
$ 


the Scriptures, opening and alledging that Chr iſt muſt nee 
hade Siffer'd and Riſen again from the Dead; and that 
this Feſus which I preach unto you is he. Here we tee, 
that our Lord Chriſt ſufter'd, and not another Hu- 
mane Nature to which he was united. | | 
Hieb. 2. 18. For in that he Suffer d, being Tempted, 
he is able to Succour them that are Tempted. Here we 
ſee, the Divine Word did partake ot ſuch Suffering 
and Temptation from it, as did diſpoſe him to ſym- 
pathize with, and ſuccour thoſe that Suffer, and are 
Tempted : For by his being Able, we are not to ſup- 


poſe, that our Lord received an Addition of Power 


dy his Suffering; but he received experimental 
Knowledge of the Weakneſs and Infirmity of Hu- 
mane Nature, and how much Suffering does diſpoſe 
to Sin; and from that Experience he is able, or diſ- 
poſed, to ſympathize with thoſe that ſuffer, and to 
communicate Help to them. 

Chap. 9. 26. For then mnſt Chriſt often have Suffer- 
ed fince the Fondation of the World: But nom once in 


the End of the World, bath he *. to put a- 


way Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. Here we ſee 
the Apoſtle ſhews, that he which now appear'd 


in the End of the World, (viz.) the Divine Word, or 


Son of God, was he that put away Sin; not by the 
Sacrifice of another, but by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 
The Apofile in this Place juftifies our Manner of 
Reading thoſe Texts, which we have hrought for 
Proof in this Caſe, by uſing the ſame Kind of Speech 


} in this 


in 


| — 3 138 2 : aps . N ” 
/ God the Father. * 
in this Place: He that now appeared in the End of 
the World to put away Sin, did it by the Sacrifice 


of himſelf, ſaith the Apeſtle; not by another Be- 


ing which he united bimſelf to, to bear that heavy 


Burthen; but be bore cur Sins, on his own Body, on the 


Tree, as at 1 Ft. 2. 24. 
Again, Heb. 13. 12. Wherefore, Feſus alſo, that he 


might ſan@ifie the People, ſi fer d without the Gate. And 
1 Fet. 1. 11. F'bich teſifed before-hand of the Suffer-. 
gs of Chriſt, and of the Glory that ſhould follow. And, 


Chap. 2. 21. For beremito were ye called, becauſe Chriſt 
alſo ſuffer'd for us; leaving us an Example, that we ſhould 


follow bis Steps. Ver. 23. When be fuffer'd, be threat - 


ned not. And, Chap. 3. 18. F r Chriſt alſo bath once 

fuffer'd for Sin, the Juſt for the Unjuft. And, Chap. 5. 
1. Who am alſo an Elder, and a Witneſs of the Sufferings 
of Chriſt. Here we ſce in all theſe Texts, that Suffer- 
Ing is aſcribed unto Chriſt; and that his Sufferings 
were neceſſary for him to anſwer the Relation and 
Office he was placed in, and he ſuffer d in and by 


the Body: We ſay He, (vix.) the Word or Son of 


God; not another Being, bore that Burthen in his 
E ON Pp 

- Sixthly, The Script ures declare, that the moſt Di- 
vine Part of our Say iour did die, by being ſepara- 


ted from that Mortal Body to which it was united; 


even as all other Men are ſaid to die, when their Spi- 
rit is ſeparated from their Body; conſequently the 
Divine Word was a real Part of the Humanity. 

Acts 3. 15. And killd the Prince of Life, whom 
God raiſed from the Dead, of which we are Witneſſ?s. 
Here we fee the Prince of Life, or the Word, or Son 


of God is ſaid to be kill'd ; not any other Being to 


whom he was united, but himſelf, the Prince of Life. 


And, Ads 2. 26. God hath made that ſame Feſus whom 


ye crucifi2d, both Lord and Chriſt - that ſame, not ano- 
ther is Lord and Chrift. And, Chap. 4. 10. That in 
the Name of Feſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye * 
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ed, &c. Rom. 5.6, 8, o. Jn due Time Chriſt di- 
ed for the Ungodly : In that while w2 were Sinners, Chriſt 
died for us, For, if while we were Enemies, we were 
rec uciled to God by the Death of his Son: Not by ano- 
ther Being which ſuffter'd by his Enablement, but 
I we were reconciled to God by the Death of the Divine 
Word, or Son of God. Here we ſee in theſe and a- 
bundance of other Texts that might be produced, 
that Chriſt the Lord, or the Word and Son of God 
is ſaid to die, to die in his own Perſon; not in the 
Perſon of another Being which was united to him, 
and ſubſtituted to ſuſter in his Place; but as in 1 Pet, 
2. 24. He himſelf bore our Sins on his own Body, on 
the Tree: Conlequently he was himſelf Part of the 
humane Nature. 
Seventbly, The Scriptures declare, that the divine 
Word roſe from the Dead; that is, it was again re- 
united to that fleſhy Part from which it was ſepara- 
ted by Death: Conſequently he was himſelf truly Man. 
Ats. 2, 1. And killed the Prince of Life. whom 
God raiſed from the Dead, of whom we are Witneſſes. 
Here we ſee, that it was the Prince of Life, that was 
raiſed up. «And, Chap. 4. 10. That by the Name of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt of Nazareth, whom ye crucrfied, whom God raiſed 
from the dead. And Chap. 5. 30. The God of our Fa- 
thers hath raiſed up Feſus. And 1 Cor. 15, 3. 4. Ideli- 
vered unto you, fi ft of all, that which I received, how- 
that Chriſt died. — And that he was buried, and roſe a- 
gain according to the S;11ptures. Here we fee, that 
Chriſt, or the divine Word and Son of God, was 
himſclf (not another Being to which he was united) 
raiſed from the Dead, by being reſtored again to that 
Romy Part from which he had been ſeparated by 
Death. wy 
Eighth'y and Laft'y, The Scriptures declare, that 
the Word aſcended up into Heaven, in the Sight 


ig We 
of the Apoſtles, to be exalted at God's Right-Hand: ſel 
We ſay, in the Sight of the Apoſtles, becauſe the it. 


divine 
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divine Word animated that Body which did aſcead 
viſibly in their Sight, at the 2 75 Time that the 
bodily Part aſcended: Conſequently it was a rea! 
Part of the Manhood. 4 
Mark 16. 19. So then after the Lord had ſpoken untp 
them, he was received up into Heaven, and ſat on the 
Right-band of God. Here we ſee, that the Lord, or 
divine Word, was that ſame Being which animated 
that Body, that was viſible to their Sight, and which 
moved that Tongue which talked with them, and 
which aſcended up into Heaven, and ſat down at the 
Right-hand of God. Acts 1. 11. Ie Men of Ga ilee, 
why fland ye gazing 1p into Heaven? This ſame Feſus 
which is taken up from you into Heaven, ſhall ſo come in 
like manner, as ye have ſeen him go into Heaven. 
Here we ſee, that the Being which aſcended in the 
Apoſtles Sight; even that Body which they ſaw, 
and that Mind which animated that Body, is the 
very Being (and not another which was united to it) 
which muſt come again to judge the World : And 
conſequently was the very Word and Son of God, 
Chap. 5. 30, 31. The God of our Fathers raiſed np 
Feſus whom ye ſlew, and hanged on a Tree; bim hath 
God exalted at his own Right-band, to be a P ince, and a 
Saviour, to give Repentance to Iſracl, and Remiſon of 
Sins, Here we lee, the divine Word, or Son of God, 
who hath received Power from the Father, to be both 
| a Prince, and a Saviour, and to give Repentance and For- 
| grveneſs of Sins; this ſame Being (and not another 
which he was united to) was Killed, and Raiſed, and 
Exalted at the Right. Hand of God: Conſequ-ntly he 
was a Man, or a real art of the humane Nature. 
And thus we think we have proved by undenia- 
ble Evidence, that the divine Nature in our Saviour, 
was not united to the entire Humanity, but was it 
ſelf a real Part of it: And if it was a real Part of 
it, then it muſt be either the fleſhy Part or the ſpiri- 
tual Part, or both; but that it was not the fl-ſhy 
H 2 Pait 
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Part in our Saviour which was the divine Word, ap- 
pears from Heb. 10. 5. Wherefore when he cometh in- 


to the World, he ſaith, Sacrifice and Offerings thou 


wouldeſt net, bit a Body baſt thou prepared me. Here we 


ſee, that a Body was prepared for the divine Word, ta 
be united to, and to act in: Conſequently he was 


not the Body. 

Rem. 1. 3, 4. Concerm 
Lord, who was made of the Seed of David, according 
to the Fleſh, and declared to be the Son of God with 
Power, according to the Spirit of Holineſs, by the Reſur- 


rection from the dead. Here we ſee, the fleſhy Part 


of our Saviour, was made of the Seed of David, and 


conſequently was not the divine Word. And here 


the Apoſtle declares, that though he was of the Seed 
of David according to the Fleſh, yet his ſpiritual Part 
was the Word, or Son of God: And it was declared 
to be ſo by that mighty Power that did attend it, 
and by that Spirit of Holineſs that acted in it, or elſe 
that witneſſed to it, and by the Reſurrediion from the 


Dead. Here we ſee. the Apoſtle atlerts all that we 


| have been pleading for, (viz.) That the fleſhy Part 


was the Seed of David; that the ſpiritual Part 


was the divine Word ; and that the divine Word 
(when united to the ficſhy Part) was a Man; and 
that this Man was our Lord Chriſt. Thus we fee 
from theſe Texts, that it was not the fleſhy or bodily 
Part that was the divine Word in our Saviour: Con- 
ſ-quently it muſt be the rational, ſpiritual Part, But 
if it ſhould be here obſected, That it the Word, or 
Son of God, ſhould it ſelf be the Humanity, then 


he muſt be the fleſhy Part alſo; becauſe otherways 


he wonld be Man but in Part. 
Anſwer, We ſay with the Objecter, That the di- 
vine Word conſidered alone, even when joined to 
the fleſny Part, was but a Part of the Humanity; 
and before it was joined to the bodily and fleſhy Part, 
it was no Part of the Humanity; but this we ſay, 


that 


ne bis Sou Jeſus Chrift our 


„ 


of God the Father. 
that when it was joined to the fleſny Part, then it and 
the fleſhy Part (conſidered in that Conjunction) was 


a whole Man: And therefore when we lay, the Word 


was a Man, we do not mean that it was tranſ b- 


ſtantiated into a fleſhy and bodily Subſtance, or that 
it was truly Man, conſidered ſeparate from the 


fleſhy Part, but only «that it was ſo when it was uni- 


ted to it, and made one Being with it. A like In- 
ſtance we have in the Angels, Which appeared to 
Abraham and Lot: They were real Angels in their 


Nature; but when their angelick Nature was united 


to a fleſhy Part, then they were Men. Thus, Gon. 


18. 1. And the Lord appeared umto Alrabam, in the 
Plains of Mamre, and he ſat in the Tent-door, in the 
beat of the Day : That 1s, the Lord appear'd to him, 
by the Miniſtry of his Angel of his great Counſel, 
accompanied with two inferior Angels, and commu- 
ned with him by his Mouth : For one of the three 
appears to have been God's Mouth to Abraham, be- 


_ cauſe Abraham ſometimes ſpeaks to him in the ſingu- 


lar Number, as Ver. 3. My Lord, if now I have found 


Grace in thy Sight, paſs not away, I pray thee, from thy 


Servant. Let alittle Water, I pray you, be fetch'd, and 
waſh your Feet, Again, Ver. 16, 17. And the Men 
roſe up from thence, and looked towards Sodom; And 
Abraham went with them to bring them on the Way: and 
the Lord ſaid, Shall I hide from Abraham the Thing 
which I do? (compared with Ver, 23.) And the Lord 
went his Way as ſoon as he had 5 communing with Abra- 
bam: And the Lord went bis Way that is, that Angel 


of the Lord. which ſpake to Abrabam in God's Name. 


Here we ſuppoſe, that theſe three Men which A- 
braham entertained were Angels, though they are 


not called by that Name in the Hiſtory, becauſe they, 


or onę of them, did make known God's Mind to 
Alrabam. And this was a Way that God did rev-al 


his Will in thoſe Times, (viz.) by the Miniſtration 


of Angels, That which we would oblerve is this, 
95; that 
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that they are every where in the Hiſtory called Men, 
excepting When one of them perſonates God, and 

ſpeaks in his Name; and then it is ſaid, The Lord 
faid ; thus Ver. 1. And three Men flood by him; and 


Ver. 16. And the Men roſe up from thence, Now, 


that they were Men, and not Appearances only, 
is proved from this, that they had real living Bo- 

dies, that did eat in Abraham's Sight. Here we ſee 

Angels and Men, in the ſame Perſons, at the ſame 


Time. 
So again, Chap. 19. 1, 15. And there came two Au- 


gels to Sodom at Even..—— And when the Morning aroſe, 


then the Angels bafien'd Lot, &c. Here we ſee, they 
are expreſly called Angels by the Hiſtorian; and 
yet the ſame Hiſtorian calleth them Men three Times, 
in the ſame Hiſtory : And that they were ſo, ap- 
peareth from thoſe viſible, living, ſenſible Bodies 
they appear'd in, and acted by; ſce Ver. 10. And 
the Men put forth their Hands, and pull d Lot into the 
Houſe to them, and ſhut to the Door. And, Ver. 16. 


And whilſt he lingred, the Men laid bold of bis Hand, 
and of the Hand of bis Wife, and the Hand of his two 


Daughters. Here we ſee, they had real material Bo- 


dies, which ſimple Spirits have not. For thus 
our Lord faith, Luke 24. 39, 40. Beho'd my Hands, 


and my Feet, that it is I my Self; handle me, and ſee, 


for a Spirit bath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me have; 


and when he bad thus ſpok u, be ſbewed them bis Hands, 
and bis Feet. That which we would obſerve is this, 


| That a Man is made up of a fleſhy Part, united to, 
and animated by a rational Spirit; and whaſoever 
Species or Kind of Being that rational Spirit is, 
which is united to the fleſhy Part, yet when it is 
thus united, it is called a Man, though at the ſame 


Time it may be more than a Man, as in the Inſtan- 
ces before ns: They are called Mer, and yet they 
were more than Men, (viz, Angels.) So in like man- 
rier, when the divine Word was united to the fleſhy 


Part, 


* 
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Part, then it was called a Man; and yet it was more 
than a Man, viz. the Ward cr Son of God; who in Sub- 
ordination to his God and Father, is over all, bleſ- 
ſed for ever. And thus we hope we have ſufficiently 
proved, that the rational Spirit in our Sa viour was 
it ſelf the very Word, and Son of God; and that it 
ſelf bore a Share in that Suffering and Death, by 


which the Salvation of Mankind was wrought out; 
we ſay proved, not by remote conſequences, but by 
plain and expreſs Teſtimonies of Scripture. And 


here we dare appeal to the Judgment of Cerinthians, 


Sabellians, Socinians, and the preſent Orthodox, and 
to all Chriſtians of all Denominat ions whatſoever, yea 


to all Men, whether we do not ſet as high a value 


. upon the Merits and Death of Chriſt, as any Chriſſi- 


ans whatſoever. ; | 
But then as to that Object ion which is taken from 


the known Words of St. Luke, Chap. 2. Ver. 40, 52. 


And the Child grew and waxed ſtrong in $pi-it, filled with 
Wiſdom, and the grace of God was upon him. — And 


Feſus increaſed in Wiſdom, and Stature, and in Favour 


with God and Man. 


To which we anſwer, That all ſpiritual Beings, 
which are cloathed with Fleſh, by being united to, 
and acting in, and by a fleſhy Body, their Acts and 
Operations are more or leſs perfect, as the bodily Or- 
gans are more or leſs ſo, which they act in, and by: 
This is a Truth manifefted by Experience. Thus 
when we were Children, and before our bodily Organs 
were come to their full exerciſe, the Acts and Opera- 
tions of our ſpiritual Part were weak, and ſuitable in 


Proportion to the childith State we then were in: We 


then Spake and Thought, and imder ſtood as Children. 


But when our bodily Organs grew up to their Perfec- 


tion, we then put away childiſh Things. So again, when 
our bodily Organs grow weak by Age, then the act- 
ings of our ſpiritual Part grow weak alſo; which has 
given Occaſion to the Proverb, ( viz.) Once a Man, 


and 


* 


The a 


and twice a Child, - So again, when our bodily Or ans 


are weaken'd or diſorder d by any Accident or Diſeaſe 
of the Body, then the actings of the Mind become 


weak and diforder'd alſo. From which it appears, 


that the Acts and Operations of a Spirit cloathed 
with Fleſh are more or leſs perfect, weak, or ſtrong, 
according as the bodily Organs are more or leſs ſo. | 


This being fo, we ſay, That the Divine Word, an- 


tecedent to his tiravtigtion: was far above all ſpi iri- 


tual Beings, (the ſupreme God, the Father only ex- 
cepted,) in Wiſdom, Power, and all other Divine 
Excellencies; but as in 2 Cor. 8. 9. For Mankind's ſake 


he bec ume Poor. by being united to a fleſhy Body; 


and ſo was diveſted of that meaſure of Power, Wiſdom, 
and other Divine Excellencies, which he before did 
enjoy, or at leaſt of the Exerciſe of them: For when 
he was thus united to humane Fleſh, and acted in, 
and by the bodily Organs, his Knowledge, Wiſdom, 
and the like; or rather the Exerciſe of them, was 
more or leſs perfect, as the bodily Organs were more 
or leſs ſo. 

The Divine Word was in his Nature far above all 
Angels, Heb. 1. 4. Being made ſo much better than the 
Angels, as be hath by Inheritance obtained a more excel- 


lent Name than they: And yet when he was cloathed 


with Fleſh, by being united to a fleſhy Body, he was 
made lower than the Amel. Heb. 2. 9. We ſee Feſus, 
who was made a little lower than the Angels, for the Sufs 
fering of Death, crowned with Glory and Honour, that be, 
by the grace of God. might taſte of Death for every Man. 
Here by his being made a little lower than the Angels, is 
plainly meant. his being made a Man; becauſe it 
was this only which made him capable of taſting Death 
for every Man. And, becauſe it is Man that is ſaid to 
be made alittle lower than the Angels, as Ver. 6, J. What 
i Man that thou art mindful of him, or the Son af Man 
that thon viſiteft himꝰ Thou madeſ} him a little lower than 
the Angels, &c, Here we obſerve, that if the Word 
OT 
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Word had been in all reſpects the ſame aſter his In- 
carnation, as he was before his Incarnation, then he 
had not become Poor, nor been made a little lower than 


the Angels, and fo what the Apoſtle ſaid had not been 


true, But the Truth is, he was by being united to 


the Fleſh, put out of a capacity of exerciſing that 


Power, Wiſdom, and other Divine Excellencies which 


he did before enjoy, till his bodily Organs grew up 
into a capacity of being exerciſed; and as their ca- 


pacity encreaſed, ſo he encreaſed in Wiſdom, or in 
the Exerciſe of it. And whereas it is ſaid, He increaſ- 


Paſſive, was that which render'd him more lovely and 


dear to his Father, John 10.19. Therefore, doth my Fa- 


ther love me, becauſe I lay down my Life, that I may take 


it again. | oo a 

And as we have thus fully proved the Doctrine we 
laid down, from the ſacred Word of God; fo we 
would call upon all Chriſtians to examine it with the 


exacteſt care, becauſe it was the erring in this Point 


that led the Chriſtian World into all thoſe contuſed 
and contradictory Opinions they have run into in this 


matter; and it is this alone, they are all capable of 
centring in. It is this Doctrine that reconciles the 


ſeemirg Contradictions in the Seriptures; and it is 
this Doctrine that giveth us a glorious View of the 


condeſcending Love of our Redeemer (he that was 


the Brightneſs of bis Father Glory, and the expreſs Im- 


age of bis Perſon) that he ſhould condeſcend ſo lou / as to 
fill up the place of the rational Spirit in a Man; and 
participate of all that Pain, Weakneſs, and Infirmity 
that attends ſach a Union: O wonderful, amazing 
Condeſcenſion! This is that Scripture Truth which is 
ſo clearly, plainly, and expreſsly reveal'd; in Con- 
fidence of which we would call upon all thoſe Cham- 
pions for Faith, who are for + laying aſide their 
Reaſons, in Revelation Matters, to come, and in this 
1 particular 
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particular, to ſubmit themſelves to the Obedience of 


\ 


Faith: We dare call upon them to come (not as they tt 

do to the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation in the Lord's E 

| Supper, with the Eyes of their Senſes, and Reaſon + fi 
ſhut, but) with their Eyes open; that ſo they may i 78 
ſee and judge for themſelves. Yea, we dare call up- 8 
| on all thoſe Champions for Reaſon (who will hardly b 
render to Faith the things that are Faith's) to come, and 7 

ſet to their Seal to this Goſpel Truth; becauſe here is E 

nothing which is above, or againſt their Reaſon. " 

I — — en ee nn renner \ 

. 7 0 

. ; 
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If not withſcanuing a we have ſuid, it ſhould 
le farther objecter, That Chriſt is equal to af {+ 


the Father, aud that he is the Supreme God; 1 
becauſe there are a great Number of Texts of | 
Scripture, which pla iuly ſpeak him ſo to be. 3 


BY way of Anſwer to this Objection, we ſhall ex- 
D amine thoſe Texts, and give our Opinion ac- 
cording to that which appears to us, to be the 
Ru 1-5 e = it -. ö 
Pſalm 45.6. Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever. 
'The ſtrength of this Text we apprehend lies either in 
the Term God, or in his Throne's being for. ever and e- 
ver, (as it is brought for an Objection in this caſe, ) 
to which we anſwer. Firſt, As to the Term God, we 
ſay, the Plalmiſt's calling the Son God, can no 
mere make him equa] to, and co-ordinate with the 


ll Father; than his calling the Magiſtrates or Prophets 
1 Gods, do make them equal to, or co-ordinate with 

it the atherz of which ſee Hal. 82. 1, 6. God flandeth 

1 


inthe Congregation of P inces, be is a judge among Gods. 
* : T bave ſaid ys are Gods, and ye are all the Children of the 
BD moſt Higheſt, As to his Throne's being for ever and ever, 
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this can ſignify no more than its continuance to the 
end of the laſt general Judgment; becauſ: St. Paul af- 
firms in 1 Cor. 15. 24, 28. That then Chriſt hall 
deliver up the Kingdom to God the Father; aud that the 


Son bimſelf ſhall be ſubject, that God (the Father may 


be all in all: But admit that it did ſignify to Eternity, 


it will not follow from hence, that he is equal to the 
Father, auy more than a Man's continuing to Eter- 


nity, will make that Man ron: to the Father. Bat 
to put this matter beyond diſpute, the Pſalmiſt in the 
Words following declares, that this God, whoſe King- 


dom is for ever and ever, hath a God above him: There 


fore God, even tby God. hath anointed thee wih the Oilof 


Gladneſs above thy Fellows. 
Prov. 8. 22. 23, 24, 25, 30. The Lord poſſeſſed me 
in the Beginning of his Ways, before bis Works of Old. I 
was ſet up from Everlaſting, from the Begiming, or ever 
the Earth was. When there were no Depths I was brought 
forth: When there were no Fo:mtains abounding with Va- 
ter. Before the Mountains were ſettled ; before the Hills 
was I brought forth. Then was TI by him, as on? brougbt 
up with him, and I was daily bis Deliobt, rejoycing al- 
ways before him. From hence it is inferred, that the 
Son is Co-eternal with the Father, and conſequently 
Co-equal to him. In anſwer to which we ſay, That 
though it may be queſtion'd, whether this is ſpoken of 
the Perſon of the Son; yet we will here take it for 
granted. We have in our firſt Argument fully and 
clearly proved, that the Father is the Firſt, Supreme, 


free Cauſe of the Son's Being and Exiſtence; and ſo 


have proved, that the Son is Inferior and Subordi- 
nate to the Father; as every Effect is inferior to its 
own Firſt, Supreme, free Cauſe; and there is nothing 
in this place of Scripture that contradicts it, but on 
the contrary it corroborates it. Thus, Ver. 24 When 
there were no Depths, I was brought forth; and Fer, 25. 


Before the Hills was I brought forth. From which we 


oblerve, that if ever the Son was brought forth, and 


1 it 


of Cod the Father. 51 
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52 | The Supremacy 
if time hath taken place ſince he was brought forth, 
as it is here ſaid it did, then it will follow that he 
is not Eternal, in the firſt and ſtricteſt Senſe ot that 
Word; for by the word Eternal in its firſt and ſtrict- 
eſt Senſe, we do underſtand the ſame as Selt-exiſting; 
therefore whatever was brought forth, was not Eter- 
nal; becauſe whatever was Eternal, was never 
brought forth. Seeing then the Son was brought forth 
Cas this Text aſſerteth, yea and repeateth the Aſſerti- 
on) it will follow, by inevitable conſequence, that 
the Son is not Eternal, in the firſt and ſtricteſt Senſe 
of the Word. And whereas it is ſaid, Verſe 23. Iwas 
ſet up from Everlaſting, this can imply no other, than 
that he was before the Creation of this World, as it 


is explained in the next Words; From the Beginning, or 
ever the Eaith was This 1s repeated ſeveral times in 


the Verſes following : V hen there were no Depths, T. 
was brought forth; when there were no Fountains abound- 
ing with Water, Before the Mountains were ſettied; be- 

fore the Hills was I brought foith. The ſame we read 


in the Words before, in Ver. 22. The Lord poſſeſſed 


me in the beginning q his way, bef, ore his Works of Old. a 
So then the Sum of all this, we find to be: Tha! the 
Son bad his Being with the Father, before this viſible 
World had a Being; but it in no wiſe proveth him to 
be Co- eternal with, or Co equal to the Father, but 
the contrary, by proving that he was brought forth; 
and conſequently that he was not Eternal, in the 


firſt and ſtricteſt Senſe of that Word. As to what is 


ſaid, Verſe 20. Then (that is, when be appointed the 
Foundations of the Earth, as Verſe 29.) I was by him as 
one brought up with him; and I was daily his Delight, re- 
joycing always before him. This is what we have fre- 
quently proved, that the Son was not only with the 
Father, but alſo that he was the Father's Agent, in 
creating the World: And whereas it is added, As one 
that was brought up with him, and I was daily bis Delight, 
this only ſhews the Fathers familiarity with, and com- 
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r of God the: Father: 5x 
placency in the Son: He was by bim, as one that had 
bern brought up with him. The Figure is boxxowed 
from the Familiarity that is among Children, which 
are brought up together, though of different Quali- 
ties, as to things of this World. This may ſhew the 
Condeſcenſion of the Father, but it cannot prove the 
Son's Equality with him. Our Lord Chriſt uſed ſuch 
a Familiarity with his Diſciples; yea, he conde- 
ſeended to waſh their Feet; and yet we may not in- 


fer, that they were his Equals; or if we did, our In- 


ference would be unjuſt and falſe. And thus we think 
it manifeſtly appeareth, that this Scripture is ſo far 
from proving the Son's Equality with the Father, that 
it proveth the contrary. = „ 

Iſaiah 6. 1, 9, 10. I ſaw alſo the Lord ſitting upon 
bis Throne, bigh, and lifted up; and his Train filled the 
Temple, — And he ſaid go, and tell this People, hear ye 
indeed, but underſtand not; and ſee ye indeed 
but perceive not. Make the Heart of this People fat, and 
make th ir Ears beavy ; left they ſee. with their Eyes, and 
bear with their Ears, and underſtand with their Hearts, 
and Convert, and be Healed. Compared with Fobn 12. 
39, 40, 41. Therefore they could wot believe, becauſe 
that Eſaias ſaid, be bath blinded their Eyes, and barden - 
ed their Heart; that they ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, 


nor underffand with their Heart, and be Converted, and 


TI hid Heal them. Theſe things ſaid Eſaias, when. 
be ſaw his Glory, and ſpake of him. From theſe laſt Words 


of St. John, concerning I/aiab's Viſion, tis inferred, 


that he which Iſaiah ſaw ſetting upon a Throne, was our 
Lord Chriſt; and conſequently that he is equal to, 
and co-ordinate with the Father. In anſwer to which 
we ſay, The great God is ſometimes ſet forth in Scrip- 
ture, as a great King, fitting upon a Throne of Ma- 
jeſty : Thus, 1 King. 22. 19. I ſaw the Lord ſitting on 
bis Throne, and all the Hoſt of Haven ſtanding by bim. 
Pſal. 103 19. The Lord hath prepared bis Throne in 
the Heavens. Rev. 4.2, And bebold, a Throne was ſet in 


Heaven 


W * "OY 4M N "Y "oy * 7 . * 
9 4 . 5 * —_— 7 * . \ 8 1 met a * : 1 * Ln . 
U of . * 2 k 2 * ö - * v _ 
1 - 1 , ; * 3 N 1 "| : * 9 
s 0 a 8 Nl 4 e 
5 * 75 N . 1 
1 2 — 
* 4] y * il 
Ky | . Y 
es bd 
e s 1 2 


WP * * 10 * _ * : 
2 2 ' ©. < i 
1 4 . * wh if =% . l 
12 * 8 ee N 
CN; +79 ANA 3 7 
= * 4 . het We 5 1 1. 
12 en. "Pp 
; ow Wis. ; 
* i, , 
þ 1 . * 1 * % Hamels 4 
4 1 . 0 4 


| Heaven, and one ſat on the Throne. Chap. 5. T, And 
Iſam in the Right-hand of him that ſat on the Throne, a 
Book Verſe 6, 7. And, I beheld, and lo. in the midſt 


of the Throne a Lamb. — And be came, and took the 
Book out of the Right-band of him that ſat on the Throne. 


Thus the great God was repreſented to Iſaiah. And 


in Iſaiab's Viſion, he heard the Voice of the Lord (that 


is, the Voice of him that fat on the Throne) ſaving, 


Whom ſhall T ſend? Who will go for us? To which Iſai- 


ah anſwered, Here am I, ſend me: Verſe 8. And then 
it follows, Go, and tell this People, &c. In which viſi- 


onary Meſſage, the Prophet was made to underſtand, 
that thovgh he was to declare the Word of the Lord 
to the People of Iſrael; yet ſuch was their Stubborn» 
neſs and Blindneſs, that they would not Hear nor 


| Repent; and that this Stubbornneſs and Blindneſs 
would remain upon them, ſo long as they were a Peo- 
ple. And St. Fob» in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel 
ſhewed, that the Stubbornneſs and Blindneſs which 


was upon the Jews, in rejecting the Meſfab, and the 
_ Tidings of Salvation by him, was no more than what 
was Propheſied of them long before, by Iſaiab. And 


whereas it is ſaid by St. John, Theſe things ſpake Eſaias, 


when be ſaw his Glory, and ſpake of bim. This we con- 


ceive may be ſpoken of the great God the Father; 


| for the word Him may refer to that Lord ſpoken of, 


Perſe 38. Lord, who bath believed our Report, and to whom 
bath the Arm o the Lord been Revealed, &c. Theſe 


things ſaid Tſaiah, ( viz. the things ſpoken of in the 
28 & 40 Verſes,) when he ſaw, and ſpake of his 

Glory, (viz) him whom Iſaiab had complained to, 
when he ſaid, Lord, who hath believed our Tax and 
to whom bath the Arm of the Lord been Revealed? as at 


Verſe 28. And that this was God the Father. ſee the 


place it is quoted from, (viz.) Ifaiah 53. 1. Who bath 
believed our Report, and to whom is the Arm, ( viz. the 


Chriſt ) of the Lord, ( viz. the Father) Revealed? Verſe 
2; For be, ( viz. Chriſt ) ſhall grow up before bim, | 


(viz. 
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( viz. the Father) as a tender Plant, &c. Verſe 4. Iet 
we did eſteem him, viz. Chriſt) ſtricken, ſmitten of 
Cod, ( viz. the Father) and afflifed. Verſe 6. And 
the Lord, viz. the Father) bath laid on bim ( viz. 
Chriſt the Iniquity of us all. And thus we fee the 
ſtrength of the Objection founded on this Text falleth 
to the Ground, F = 
Ifziah g. 13. 14. Sanctify the Lord of Hoſts bimſelf, 
and let bim be your Fear, and let bim be your Dread 
and be ſhall be for a Sanctuary; but for a Stone af Stumb- 
ling, and for a Rock of Cffence, to both the Houſes of 
Iſrael, Compared with 1 Pet. 2. 6, 7, 8. It is con- 
tamed in the Scriptures, Bebold, I lay in Sion a chie 
Corner-flone, Ele&, Precious, and be that believeth on him 
ſhall-not be confounded ; but unto them that be diſobedient, 
a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence. And, 
) Rom. 9. 33. As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a 
fumbling Stone, and Rock of Offence , and whoſoever 
believeth on him, ſball not be aſhamed. Here becaule St. 
Peter and St. Pail apply Iſaiab's ſay ing, (viz.) He 
ſhall be for a Sanfuary, and for a Stone of Stumbling, 
and a Rock of Offence, to our Lord Chriſt ; therefore 
they apply the Words next before to him alſo, (viz.) 
S 500 the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your 
Fear, and let him be your Dread: And from hence 
it's inferred, that the Son is a Being Co-ordinate with 
the Father. In anſwer to which we ſay, That the 
Words are ſpoken by the Prophet, in the Perſon of 
God the Father, thus, Sanctify the Lord of Hoſts bin- 
ſelf, and let bim be your Fear, and let him be your 
Dread. And the Words that follow are ſpoken by 
the Father, of the Son. But the Words of the Pro- 
phet being ſomewhat obſcure, needed re mer 
to explain who they were ſpoken of, and hy; and 
e e both St. Peter and St. Pail have added 
that Supplement, which makes it plainly to be ſpo- 
ken by the Father, of the Son. Behold, I lay in Sion 
a chief Con ner ſlone- This Corner. fone was n 
| | - A i e 
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but it was the Father that ſaid, Behold, I lay in Sion, 


cc. And if we read Iſaiab, with the Supplement 
that St. Peter and St. Paul have added to [jarab's 
Words, it will put this Thing beyond Diſpute : Sancti- 
jy the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your Fear, 
und let him be your Dread : Bebold, J lay in Sion a chief 
Corner. ſtone, and be ſhall be for a Sanctuary; but for 

a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence to both the 
Houſes of Iſrael. Thus we ſee the Inſufficiency of 
this Text, to anſwer the Objector's End. i” 

Iſaiah 9. 6. Unto usa Child is bon, into us a Son is 
given, and the Government ſhal: be upon bis Shoulders, and 
be ſhall be called the wonderful Councellor, the mighty (or, 


a mighty) God, the everlaſting Father (or, as the Learn - 


ed ſay, The Father of the future Age) the P ince of 
Peace: Theſe high Titles being given to the Son, 
from hence it is inferred, that the Son is equal to the 


Father. In anſwer to which we would obſerve, Firſt, 


That theſe high Titles were to be given to the ſame 
Being which is here called a Child, and is faid 


to be Boi; and that is ſaid to be a Son, and the 


Gift of the Father : From which we farther obſerve, 
that theſe high Titles are not applied or aſcribed to 
the Divinity, conſidered feparate from, and ante- 
cedent to his being a Man? but they are applied to 


him, as conſidered in his State of Humanity; that 


3s, When the divine Word had united himſelf to a 


fleſny Part, and fo was become Man. Next we ob- 


ſerve upon what Accounts theſe Titles are aſcribed to 
Chriſt, (as we have gathered it from the Scriptures, 
which are our great Guide in this matter.) Firſt, 
The Government ſha'l be upon bis Shoulders; that is, 
the Care and Government of the Church ſhall be 
committed to his Hand. Col. 1. 18. He is the Head 


of the Body, the Church. And, Fob 10 27, 29. 


M Sheep bear my Voice. ani I now them an they fol- 
low me. My Father which gave them me i great? than 

#1, Secordly, He Pall be called the winde: ful Cormcele 
lor, becauſe, as he is in the Boſom ol th: Father, 
| (as 
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(as in Fob. 1. 18.) And as the Father ſbhemeth him all 
Things that himſelf doth, (as in Foh. 5. 20.) So it is 
he that reveals the Father's Coun els to; Mankind, 
(as in Fob. 15. 15.) It is he that hath brought the 
good. Tidings of Peace and Salvation; and that 
brought Life and Immortality to Light, by the Goſpel, 
(as in 2 Tim. 1. 10.) Thirdly, He ſhall be called the 
mighty, or, a mighly God; becauſe he receiveth a 
mighty Power from the Father, to execute the Fa- 
ther's Will, (as in Matt. 28. 18.) And ſo is become 
mighty to ſave all that come to God by him, (as in Heb. 
5. 9, and 7, 28.) Fourthly, He ſhall be called the 
Father; becauſe his Care and Tenderneſs to his 
Church thall be ſuch (and much more) as a Father's 
Care and Tenderneſs is to the Fruit of his own Body, 
(as in John 10. 11, 15.) Yea, he ſhall be called an 
everlaſting Father, or, Father of the Future Age; be- 
cauſe his Care of the Church ſhall continue as long 
as the Sun and Moon endureth. Fifthly, He Hall be 
called the Prince of Pace; becauſe he is the Purchaſer 
and Proclaimer of Peace and Salvation to Mankind : 
It is he that is our Peace-maker, that hath made 
our Peace by the Blood of his Croſs, (as in Eph. 2. 
13. to the end.) Next we are to obſerve, that theſe 
Titles doby no means ſuppoſe him to be equal to, or 
to be the ſupreme God: Thoſe that are look'd upon 
to do it are, we conceive, theſe two, (viz.) the 
Mighty, or, a mighty God, and the everlaſting Father. 
As to the firſt, we ſay, the Term God is often in 
Scriptare applied to other Beings beſides the ſupreme 
God; namely, to Magiſtrates and Prophets, and the 
like, (as in Pal. 82. 1, 6.) therefore the Son's be- 
Ing called God 1n this, or other Places can no more 
imply his Equality with the Father, than Magiſtrates 
and Prophets being called Gods in other Places of 
Scripture can 1mply their Equality with the Father : 
But if the Strength of this Text heth in his being 

called a mighty God; then we acknowlegde that he 1s 
i K a nigh- 


ing, his Godhead, his Mightineſs, his All from the 


Father, as we have abundantly proved already: 
But this can by no means prove him to be equal to, or 
the {ame as the ſupreme God the Father is. If he be 


ſuppoſed to be the alone mighty God, then we ſay he 


is not equal, but ſuperior to the Father: For if the Son 
is the alone mighty God, then the Father is not; 


becauſe it is a Contradiction to ſuppoſe two alone 
mighty God's: therefore, if the Son 1s the alone 


mighty God, conlequently the Father is inferior and 


ſubordinate to the Sen, and the Son alone is the ſu- 
preme Ged. But it to ayoid this Conſequence, it 
ſhould be ſaid that the Son is not the alone mighty 


God, cenſider d as excluſive of the Father, but in 


Conjunction with him. Anfwer, Ti ſt, This maketh 
the Father to be but part of God, and the Son to be 
but part of God, and ſo neither of them as conſide- 
red by himſelf, is wholly and truly God. And, 
Secondly, It maketh the ſupreme God to be a com- 
pounded Being, capable of Separation and Diviſion, 
and fo, deſtroys the Eternity of his Being. Thirdly, 
It is plain, that this Title is not aſcribed to the 
Son, as in Conjunction with the Father, but as he 
was made Man, and ſo was the Gift of the Father 
to Mankind; and therefore, if he is the alone 
mighty God, it muſt be excluſive of the Father. As 


to the other Title, (viz.) The everlaſting Father, or 


the Father of the future Age, or of the Apes as ſome 
render it) we conceive, that the Title of Father can 
be no otherways applied to the Son, than on the 
Account of thoſe Creatures, where he hath been, by 
the Father's Appointment, the Agent, or Inftru- 
ment of their Creation, Preſervation, or Redempti- 
on; for to ſuppoſe him to be the Father of his own 


Father, is ridiculous; and his being the Father of 


the Creation, will not make him equal to his own 
Father, becauſe he created the World by the Directi- 


on 
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on and Power of his own Father: He did not create 
the World by any independent Ability he had ori- 
ginally in himſelf, but by an Ability he reccived 


from his own Father; conſequently he muſt be Infe- 


Tior and Subordinate to his own Father. As to the 
Word Everlaſting (ſuppoſing even that Verſion of 
Everlaſting Father, could be ſupported) it is moſt 
fitly applied to the Time to come; but if we ſhould 


apply it to the Time paſt, it can extend no farther 


than the Beginning ot the Creation; becauſe thoſe 
Beings be is ſaid to be the Father of, were not in 


Being before that Time. Thus we think this Text 


doth no Way beſpeak the Son to be a Co- ordinate 
Being with the Father. C 7 

Jer. 23. 5, 6. Behold, the Days come, ſaith the Lord, 
that I will raiſe unto David a r ighteous Branch; and a 
King ſhall Reign and Proſper, and ſhall execite Judgment 


and Fuſtice in the Eaith : In his Days Fudab ſhall be ſa- 


ved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely ; and this is his Name by 
which hes ſhall be called, the Lord (or Febovab) our Righte- 
onſn?ſs. Now they ſay, the Name Febovah, is a pe- 
culiar Name to the ſupreme God; and from hence 
it's inferred, that Chriſt is the ſupreme God, becauſe 
this Name is here given to him. In anſwer to 
which we obſerve, Fi}, That this Name was to be 
aſcribed to the Son when he ſhonld become a Man : 
This is bis Name by which be ſhall be called, when he 
did execute Judgment and Frſtice in the Eaith, when he 
was ſprung out as a Branch from David, as the Root , 
then he ſhall be called, The Lord onr Righteouſneſs : So 


that this Name was not to be aſeribed to the Divini- 


ty alone, but as conſidered in, or as a Part of the 
Humanity. Secondly, We obſerve, that this Name is 
given to that divine Perſon, which was ſent by the 


ſupreme God, to deftroy Sodom and Gommorrab, and 


which is called a Man, and an Angel : Thus, Gen 19. 
13. We will deſtroy this Place, becarſe the Cry of them 
7s waxen great before the Face of the Lord, and the 
Lord hath ſent us to deſtroy it, (compared with Verſe 
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24, Then the Lord rained upon Sodom, and npon Cor 


 morrah Ei imſtone and Fire from the Lord out of Heas 
ven. Here we ſee one of thoſe Men or Angels that 


were ſent of God, and did execute his Commiihon, 


is called by the ſame Name, (viz.) Ihe Lord, or 
Febovah; for Jehovah; (viz.) the Angel,) ramed 


down upon Sodom, and upon Gomorrab Hrimſtone and 


Fire from Febovab. (viz. the ſupreme God,) out of 
Heaven. Again, Ver, 27. The Man or Angel that 


ſpake in Gods Name to Abrabam, is there alſo cal- 


led by this Name: And Abrabam got up early in the 
Mor nig, to the Place where be ſtood before the Lord Fe- 


bovah.) that is, before the Angel of the Lord: Com- 
pared with Chap. 18. 33. And the Lord (Jebovah) 


went his Way, as ſoon as he had left comming with A- 


brabam ; and Abraham returned unto his Place. Seeing 


then, that the ſame Name is applied to a Man, and 


an Angel, and yet we may not infer, that he is Co- 
ordinate with the ſupreme God the Father; it wall 


follow, that the applying this Name to the Son, 


doth not make the Son equal to, or co-ordinate with 
the Father, If it ſhould be here replied, that the 


Angel which communed with Abraham and Lot, and 


to which the Name Jehovab was applied, was no o- 


ther but our Lord Chrift : Anſwer, If this Angel 
was our Lord Chriſt, then this clearly proves all that 
1 have been pleading for, (viz.) that our 


Lord Chriſt is Inferior and Subordinate to the Fa- 


ther, and that the Father alone is the ſupreme God; 


becauſe the Name and Office of an. Angel, is not, 


nor cannot be applicable to the ſupreme God: An 
Angel being a Servant or Meſlenger to carry Ti- 


dings, and tranſact for him whoſe Angel he is ſaidito 
be. Seeing then there is none ſuperior to the ſupreme 
God, that he can be a Servant to, or carry Tidings 
for; it will follow, that the Name and Office of an 
Angel is not, nor cannot be applicable to him. And 
ſeeing our Lord Chriſt did miniſter to, and "_ Ti- 
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dings for another, it will alſo follow, that he is In- 
ferior and Subordinate to him, whoſe Angel he is 
ſaid to be; and conſequently that he is not the ſu- 
preme God, Thirdly, We obſerve, that the Name 
or Title of God, in its firſt and ſtricteſt Senſe, is 
applicable to the ſupreme Being only: Thus Iſaiah 
44. 6. Tam the firſt, and I am the laſt ; and beſides me 
there is no God : And yet we read in Exod 7. 1. The 
Lord ſaid to Moſes, ſee I have made thee a God to Pha- 
raob. And, Ffal. 82. 1. God ſtandeth in the Conerega= 
tion of Princes: He is a Fudge among Gods, and Ver. 
6. I have ſaid ye are Gods. Here we ſee, that though 
the Term God, when uſed in its firſt and ſtricteſt 
Senſe, is peculiar to the ſupreme Being; yet when 7 
it is uſed in a ſecondary and ſubordinate. Senſe, it _ 
may be applied to other Beings alto.?Again, the Term 1 
Good when uſed in its higheſt and ſtricteſt Senſe, is | 
applicable to the ſupreme Being only: Thus, in | 
Matt. 19. 17. Our Lord ſaid, Why calleft thou me = 
Good? There is none Good but One, that is God: And 5 
yet we read in Ads 11. 24. That Barnabas was a 
good Man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt. Here we ſee, 
that though the Term Good, in its higheſt and ſtrict- 

eſt Senſe, is peculiar to the ſapreme Being; yet 
when it is uſed in a ſecondary and ſubordinate Senſe, 

it may be applied to other Beings alſo. Again, 
the Term Holy, when uſed in its firſt and ſtricteſt 
Senſe, is applicable to the ſupreme Being only: 
Thus, in Rev. 15. 4. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy Name? For thou only art Holy, 8c. 
And yet we read in Lev. 19. 2. Te ſhall be Holy; for 
Itbe Lord your God am Holy, And in Ads 10. 22. 
it is ſaid, Cornelius was warned from (God by an Holy An- 
gel, And, 1 Pet. 2. 9. Te are an holy Nation. Here 
we. ſee, that though the Term Holy in its firſt and 

ſtricteſt Senſe, is peculiar to the ſupreme Being; yet 

when it is uſed in a ſecondary and ſubordinate Senſe, 
it may be applied to other Beings alſo, _ " | 
i em ike 
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like manner, tho' the Name Febovah, in its firſt and 
ſtricteſt Senſe, is applicable to the ſupreme Being 
only; yet when it is uſed in a ſecondary and ſubor- 


dinate Senſe, it may be applied to another Being alſo. 


Zach. 12.7. Awake, O Sword, againſt my Shepherd, 


_ againſt the Man that is my Fellow. ſaith the Lord of Hoſt 2 


Here, becauſe the Man Chriſt is called the Father's 
Fellow, from hence they infer, that he is equal to the 
Father. In anſwer to which we would obſerve, that 
the Being which is here called God's Fellow, is the 
{ame Being which was Smitten and Suffered, and Died 
in Sinners behalf: This appeareth not only from the 


Term Man, which is ſaid to be the Father's Fellow, 


but alſo from the Words following: I will ſmite the 
Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered , which Words 
are applied to Chriſt, by himſelf, in the Day of his 
Humiliation, as may be ſeen in Matt 26. 31. From 
which we would further obſerve, that if the Divine 
and Humane Natures were ſo ſeparate and diſtinct in 


the Perſon of Chriſt, as that they acted in a ſe- 


parate and diſtinct Capacity one from another, then 


it was his Humanity alone that is here ſaid to be 
God's Fellow. But farther we add, that if this was 


applied to his Divine Nature, conſidered alone, yet 
this doth not make him God's Equal, any more than 
the Beings in the 45th Pſalm, which are there ſaid 
to be the Son's Fellows, are thereby made equal to the 
Son : The Son was anointed with the Oil of Gladneſs a- 
bove his Fellows. And if we ſhould inter, that they 
are the Son's Equals, it will follow, that they 
are the Father's Equals alſo; becauſe the Son is the 
Father's Fellow. But we think the Truth is this, 
That there was ſomething in their Nature or Works, 
that gave Occaſion to the ir being called the Son's Fel- 
lows; and that there was alſo ſomething in the Na- 
ture or Works of the Son, which gave Occaſion to 
his being called the Father's Fellow; but it can by 
no means imply an Equality in either caſe, = 
3 Matt. 
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Matt. 9. 2, 6. | Feſus ſecing their Faith, ſaith unto 


the Sick of the Palſi2, Son, be of good cheer, thy Sins be 
forgiven thee. — That ve may know, that the Son of Man 
bath Power on Earth to forgive Sins, be ſaith to the Sick 


of the Palſie, Ariſe, &c. From hence it may be ar- 


gpued, whereas all Sin is primarily, and chiefly com- 


mitted againſt the ſupreme God; therefore it is in the 


Power of the ſupreme God alone to forgive Sin; and 
for as much as our Lord Chriſt did forgive Sin, it 
will follow, that he is the ſupreme God. In anſwer 


to which we would firſt obſerve, what we under- 


Rand by Forgiveneſs ot Sin; namely, that it is the 
remitting or taking away that Puniſhment and Con- 
demnation, whether Temporal or Eternal, that is ei- 
ther inflicted on, or threatned to the Sinner, as a juſt 
Puniſhment for his Sin. This being premis'd, we 
ſay, with the Objector, That all Sin is primarily, 


and chiefly committed againſt the ſupreme God; and 


that Forgiveneſs of Sin (as it is againſt the ſupreme 
God) 1s primarily, and chiefly in his Hand. And 
farther we ſay, That this ſupreme God, is God the 
Father; and that when the Son doth forgive Sin, it 
is not by any Authority and Power, that he hath ori- 
ginally and independently in himſelf; but by Virtue 
of that Power and Authority inveſted in him by the 
Father. And that this is the caſe, is plain from his own, 
and the Apoſtle's expreſs Declaration, Fob. 5. 22. The 
Father judgeth no Man; but hath committed all Fudgment 
unto the Son. Here we ſee, that Judgment is original- 
ly in the Father; but the exerciſe of it in puniſhing 
and pardoning of Sinners is committed unto the Son, by 
the Father: And therefore the Son's either forgiving 
or puniſhing the Sinner, can by no means make him 
to be equal with the Father. Again, the Apoſtle 


faith, that Chriſt is appointed by the Father to be the 


Fudge of Quick and Dead, as in Ads 10. 42. And 
Chriſt himſelf upon the Croſs pray'd to his Father, 
for Forgiveneſs for his Murtherers, as in Ek 23. 34. 


80 


55 


So then the Son's ceclaring or forgiving the Man's Sins, 
and his taking away the Temporary Puniſhment he 
lay under for his Sin, can by no means beſpeak him 
to be the ſupreme God ; ſeeing he did not uſe his own. 
Power or Authority herein, but only exerciſed that 
Power and Authority, which was given him by the 
Father. — 
Matt. 28. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Here it may be argued ſince 


Chriſtians are alike Baptized in the Name of the Fa- 


ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; that therefore the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are three co-ordinate 
Beings or Perſons. In anſwer.to which we would ob- 
ſerve, that the Chriſtian Religion is originally and 
primarily from God the Father; and that the Son 
im revealing, this Religion, did but reveal the Will 
of the Father. Fobn 6. 28. I came down from Hea- 
ven, nut to do mine own Will, but the Will of him that 
ſent me. And, Fob. 12. 49, 50. I have not ſpoken 
of my ſelf, but the Father which ſent me, he gave me a 
Commandment, what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak. 
V batſoever I ſpeał therefore, even as the Fa- 
tber ſaid into me, ſo T ſpeak. And the Holy Ghoſt in 
confirming and bearing Witneſs to this Religion, 
did but confirm and bear Witneſs to the Father's 
Will. This being premiſed, we ſay, that Bapti- 
zing in their Names, muſt ſignify, either the Autho- 
rity of the Baptizer, or the Duty of the Baptized. 
If the firſt, then we ſay, that though they received 
Authority from them all, yet the Father alone is 
the Fountain of that Authority; and therefore the 
joyning them together in this Commiſſion, can no 
more make them co-ordinate Beings, than St. Paul's 
joyning the ele Angels with the Father, and the 
Son, doth make the ele& Angels co-ordinate with 
the Father, and the Son, 1 Tim. 5. 21. I charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the elect wr 
gels, 
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ger, that thou obſerve theſe Things, But if it be 
the Duty of the Baptized, then we ſay, it was 
an 1nitiating them into the Belief and Practice of 
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that Religion, that was originally from the Fa- 


ther, revealed by the Son, and confirmed by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſo was conſequently from them 
all: Thus Baptizing unto Moſes, (as in 1 Cor. 10. 
2.) was Baptizing unto that Religion, that Mo- 
ſes was the Publiſher of; and unto that Covenant, 
that Moſes was the Mediator of. But this can by no 
means imply, that they were Co-ordinate with the 
ſupreme God the Father. 


John 1. 1, 2, 3. In tbe Beginning was the Word, 


and the Word was with God, and the Word was God; 


the ſame was in the Beginning with God. All Things 


were made by bim, and without him was not any Thing 
made, that was made, In this Text the Son is called 
the Word, and God, and is ſaid to be in the Begin- 


ng with God, and to make all Things that were made; 


and from hence it's infer'd, that he himſelf is made 
of none; and conſequently, that he 1s equal to the 
Father. Anſwer, Why our Lord is here called the 
Word, and what that Name does particulatly 1m- 
ply, we think it needleſs to examine into in this 
place. It ſufficeth, that this Name is uſed here to 
ſignify, and expreſs the Only-begotten Son of God 
our Redeemer and Saviour: Him, who in other Pla- 
ces is called the Meſſiab, Jeſus Chrift, and the like. 
Therefore, we ſay, if the ſame Being, which in o- 
ther Places is expreſs d by ether Names, is declared 
to be a Being inferior and ſubordinate to the Fa- 
ther, (as we have abundantly proved already.) 


then this Name can by no means make him equal to 


the Father in this Place. This being premis'd, we 
proceed to a particular Examination of this Paſſage, 
In the Beginning was the Word : that is, in or at the 
Beginning of the firſt Day of the World's Creation. 
Ard that this is meant by * Beginning, is plain, 
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Matt. 28. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 


baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Here it may be argued ſince 


Chriſtians are alike Baptized in the Name of the Fa- 


ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; that therefore the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are three co-ordinate 
Beings or Perſons. In anſwer to which we would ob- 
ſerve, that the Chriſtian Religion is originally and 
primarily from God the Father; and that the Son 
in revealing this Religion, did but reveal the Will 
of the Father. Fobn 6. 28. I came down from Hea- 
ven, not to do mine own Will, but the Will of him that 
ſent me. And, Job. 12. 49, 50. I bave not ſpoken 
of my ſelf, but the Father which ſent me, he gave me a 
Commandment, what T ſhould ſay, and what T ſhould ſpeak. 
I batſoever I ſpeak therefore, even as the Fa- 
ther faid into me, ſo T ſpeak. And the Holy Ghoſt in 
confirming and bearing Witneſs to this Religion, 
did but confirm and bear Witneſs to the Father's 
Will. This being premiſed, we ſay, that Bapti- 
zing in their Names, muſt ſignify, either the Autho- 
rity of the Baptizer, or the Duty of the Baptized. 
If the firſt, then we ſay, that though they received 
Authority from them all, yet the Father alone is 
the Fountain of that Authority; and therefore the 
joyning them together in this Commiſſion, can no 
more make them co-ordinate Beings, than St. Paul's 
joyning the elect Angels with the Father, and the 
Son, doth make the elect Angels co-ordinate with 
the Father, and the Son, 1 Tim. 5. 21. I charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the ele# 10 
r gel, 
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So then the Son's ceclaring or forgiving the Man's Sins, 
and his taking away the Temporary Puniſhment he 
lay under for his Sin, can by no means beſpeak him 

to be the ſupreme God; ſeeing he did not uſe his own. 
Power or Authority herein, but only exerciſed that. 
Power and Authority, which was given him by the 
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ger, that thou obſerve theſe Things. But if it be © 
the Duty of the Baptized, then we ſay, it was 
an initiating them into the Belief and Practice of 
that Religion, that was originally from the Fa- 
ther, revealed by the Son, and confirmed by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſo was conſequently from them 
all: Thus Baptizing unto Moſes, (as in 1 Cor. 10. 
2.) was Baptizing unto that Religion, that Mo- 
ſes was the Publiſher of; and unto that Covenant, 
fl. that Moſes was the Mediator of. But this can by no 
means imply, that they were Co-ordinate with the 
ſupreme God the Father. | 
| Pore: I. I, 2, 3. In tbe Beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God ; 
the ſame was in the Beginning with God. All Things 
were made by bim, and without him was not any Thing 
made, that was made, In this Text the Son 1s called 
tbe Word, and God, and is ſaid to be in the Begin- 
ning with God, and to make all Things that were made; 
and from hence it's infer'd, that he himſelf is made 
of none; and conſequently, that he 1s equal to the 
Father. Anſwer, Why our Lord is here called the 
Word, and what that Name does particulatly 1m- 
ply, we think it needleſs to examine into in this 
place. It ſufficeth, that this Name is uſed here to 
ſignify, and expreſs the Only-begotten Son of God 
our Redeemer and Saviour: Him, who in other Pla- 
ces is called the Meſſiab, Jeſus Chrift, and the like. 
Therefore, we ſay, if the ſame Being, which in o- 
ther Places is expreſs'd by ether Names, 1s declared 
to be a Being inferior and ſubordinate to the Fa- 
ther, (as we have abundantly proved already,) 
then this Name can by no means make him equal to 
the Father in this Place. This being premis'd, we 
proceed to a particular Fxamination of this Paſſage, 
In the Beginning was the Word : that is, in or at the 
Beginning of the firſt Day of the World's Creation. 
And that this 1s meant by * Beginning, is plain, 
| D not 
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not only from St. John's uſing the ſame Phraſe of 
Speech, that Moſes begins the Hiſtory of the Creation 
with; but alſo from St. John's referring himſelt to 
the Creation, in the 3d Verſe, Beſides, we have no 


other Begiming, antecedent to the Beginning of the 


Moſaick Creation, that the Scripture has given an 
account of; therefore, there can be no other Begin- 
ning antecedent to that, which the Scriptures can 
realonably be ſuppos'd to refer to. This we think 


is the Sum of St. John's firſt Aſſertion, ( viz.) That 


the Word, or Son of God, was in being, as the 
Word, or Son of God, at or before the Creation 
of this World. As to this Aſſertion, And the Word 
was with God; in theſe Words we conceive the diſ- 
tinct Perſonality of the Son is aſſerted, in oppoſi- 
tion to what was aſterward called the Sabellian Er- 
rour : Sabellius maintaining, that the Father and the 


Son, or Word, was but one diſtinct Being, though 
repreſented, by ſeveral Characters, or Names, ſuch 


as Father, Son, and the like: But St. John faith, 
Ihe Void was with God, plainly implying, that he 
was a diſtinct Being from him; becauſe it is a foo- 


liſh and ridiculous Aſſertion to ſay, A Being is 
with it ſelf. This we think is the Sum of the ſecond 


Aſſertion, (vix.) That the Son is a diftin& Being 
from the Father. As to this Aſſertion, And the Word 
was God; in theſe Words, we can by no means think 
that St. Fohy makes him to be the ſame Being, 


which in the Words before he ſaid he was with; 


for this would be to deny what he had juſt before 
affirm'd: therefore, when he ſaid, He was God, it 
muſt ſignify that he was a God, (as ſome of the 
Learned think it ought to be rendred here.) And to 
prevent our thinking otherways, he repeateth his two 
former Aſſert ions in the next Words, ſaying, The 
ſame was in the Beginning with God; fo that the Sum 
of this Aſſertion we think to be this, ( viz.) That 
the Word is a Being of great Excellency and Perfec- 
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tion namely, Mit he is a God, or God the Nd. 
And the Sum ofthe whole we take to be this, that 
the Word, or Son, is a God, which was with the Fa- 
ther before, or at the Beginning of this World's 
Creation: But it will not follow, that becauſe he is 
a God, and was with God the Father, before, or at 
this World's Creation, that therefore he is a co-eter- 
nal or co-ordinate Being with the Father. St. Paul in 
. the Cor 8.5, 6. ſaith. For though there be that are 
called Gods, whether in Heaven, or in Earth, (as there 
be Gods many, and Lords many ;) but to us, there is but 
One God the Father, of whom are all Things. In like 
manner, though St. John in this Place faith, The 
Mord was God, yet till there is (as St. Paul aſſerteth) 
but one ſupreme God, (viz.) the Father. Next, St. 
John (aith, All Things were mad? by him, and without 
him was not any Thing made, that was made. From 
hence it is inferred, that becauſe the Son is ſaid to 
make all Things, that therefore he himſelf is made of 
none: Becauſe it is impoſſible that any Being ſhould 
make it ſelf, which the Word muſt have done, ſee- 
ing he made all Things that were made, if he 
himſelf was made alſo, To which we reply, Firſt, 
If the Term Made does ſignify a different manner 
of Production from the Term Begotten, then the 
Word was not made, but begotten. But if the Terms 
Made and Begotten do both ſignify the fame manner 
of Production, then we ſay, that the Son was made, 
becauſe the Scriptures ſay, he was Begotten; and vet 
he did not make himſelf, although St. John faith, 
Hie made all things | that were made, (though theſe laſt 
Words are obſerved by many of the Learned, not 
to belong to this Verſe) And therefore, we ſay, 
Secondly, When St. Fobn ſaith, All Things were male 
by him, it is manifeſt, that he is excepted (in that Cre- 
ation) which did make all Tbings, then {aid to be made. 
We read, 2 Sam. 13. That when Abſalom bad made a 
Feaſt for bis Brethren, all King David's Sons; and 
5 L 2 had 


I nos ene 2 —— — 
2 — — 
6 _ 2 — . — — — — 
0 


"A wad.” 4 cy * 7 
"> IMO jb 45 my , oF 


» Y AY. y 7 1 nnn * G 4, 
2 * A CI ou OT 2 ; F N % 
+... 
Gr 888 
55 , 1 
. OE * / 
. $a * 
I The 


68 The DS om 


bad killed Ammon, in Revenge for defiling his Gifler 


Toma: ; Tidings came to David, that all the King's Sons 
weie dead, It this Report had been true, That all 


e Kings Sons had been dead; yet ſurely Abſalom muſt. 
have been excepted, in the Murther of his King's 


Sons becauſe he was the Cauſe and Contriver ot it. 


So again we read in the 1 Cor. 15. 25, 26, 27. He 
(viz. Chriſt) nt reign till he hath put all Enemies m. 
der his Feet, The laſt Enemy that ſhall be deſtroy'd 7s 


Death, For he hath put all Things under his Feet. 
Then the Apoſtle adds, When be ſaith all Things are 
put under him, it is manifeſt that he is excepted, hich 


did put all Things under bim. Thus we ſay with e- 
qual Reaſon) that when St. John ſaith, All Things were 
made by him, it is manifeſt, that he is excepted i in that 
Creation, that did make all things then ſaid to be 


made, Again, Heb. 2. 9. Ve ſee Feſus, who was 


made a little lower than the Angels, crowned with Glory 


and Honour, that he by the Grace of God might taſte o 
Death for every Man, Here we fay, if the Words All 


 Thwngsthat were made, in St. Fobn do include the Son 


himſelf, if he himſelf Was made; in like manner, 
the Words every Man, in St. Pail. muſt include the 


Son himſelf, if he himſelf was a Man; and conſe- 
quently, that the Son was not a Man, or elſe, if he 


was a Man, he muſt taſte of Death for himſelf : But 
the contrary is plain; for though the Son was a 
Man, and though St, Faul ſaith, He taſted of Death 
for every Man, yet he did not taſte of Death for 
himſelf ; becauſe it is manifeſt that he is excepted, 
who did taſte of Neath for every Man, though that 
Exception is not expreſt by St. Faul. So in like 


marner, though it is {aid by St. John, That the 


Werd, made all Things, and that without him was not 
any Thing made that was made; yet it is manifeſt, 
that he himſelf 'is excepted, that did then make all 


Things, though that Exception is not expreſt by St. 


John. Bat, Thirdly We wk that the Creation which 
2 St 
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St. John relers to, was that Creation only which Mo- 
ſes giveth the Hiſtory of; and he ſaith it was per- 
form'd by the Agency of the Son, (comparing St. 
John with St. Paul in Epbeſ. 3. 9. Which from 
the Beginning of the World bath been hid from God, who 
created all Things by Feſus Chriſt.) St. John faith, 
Perſe 1. In the Beginning was the Word; that is, the 
Word was in reing at the Beginning of Time, when 
God firſt entred upon the Work of creating the 
World, which Moſes has given the Hiſtory of. St. 
John takes no Notice in this Place, how or when 
the Word did begin to be; but only ſaith, he was 
then in Being; and then he aſſerts, that he was the 
Agent employ d in making every Thing that was 
then made; and that without him was not any Thing 
made that was then made: And by the Term Without 
he ſeems to intimate, that if the Father had pleaſed, 
he could have done it without an Agent, or by the 
Agency of another, but he did not do fo; and therefore, 
he ſaith, Without him was not any Thing made that was 
made, But whether there had been any ſuch Thing 
as Creation before the Creation of this World, or 
whether the ſupreme God had work'd by, or without 

an Agent in ſuch a Performance, is that which St. 
FJohn takes no Notice of, becauſe it was not concerned 
in the Subject he was treating about. But, if after 
all we have ſaid, it ſhould yet be inſiſted upon by 
the Objector, that the Word All in this Place ought 
to be taken in its full Latitude, as comprehending 
all Things that ever were made; then we anſwer that 
the Word made muſt ſignify a different manner of 
Production from the Word Begotten; and conſe- 
quently, we ſay with the Objector, that the Son 
was not made, becauſe the Scriptures ſay he was 
Begotten. From the whole it appears, that the Son's 
Equality with the Father is very unjuſtly interred 
from this Text, BT : 
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John 2.25. And needed not that any ſhould tefify of 
Man, for he knew what was in Man, Here Chriſt is 
affirmed to know the Hearts of Men; and from hence 
it is interred, that he is equal to the Father. In- 
ſwer, When in this, and many other Places of like 
kind, Chriſt is {aid to know the Hearts and Thoughts 
of Men; and to be the ſearcher of the Heart, aud try- 
er of the Reins of the Children of Men ; this can by 
by no means make him Co-ordinate with the Father; 
for we read in Ad, 5. 2, 4. That St. Peter new the 
Hearts of Ananias and Sapphira, when they ſold their 
Land, and kept back part of the Price. St. Peter had 
not ſuch a Power of diſcerning Men's Hearts inde- 


pendent and originial in himſelf, but on this Occa- 


ſion he received this Pcwer from God; and if God 
had pleaſed, perhaps he might have given St. Peter 
(as he hath done to Chriſt) an Ability to have 
known the Hearts of other Men at all times. And if 
he had done ſo, St. Peter would yet have been but 
what he was, ( viz Ja Man; and he would have been 
no more than a Man; much leſs would he have 
been equal to the ſupreme God. So in like man- 
ner, our Lord was by the Father appointed to create, 
to govern, and to judge the World; and the Father 
hath given him Knowledge, Wiſdom, Power, and 
all other neceſſary Qualifications fit for ſuch Perfor- 
mances: But it will not follow, that he is equal to 
the Father, from whom he received his very Being ; 
and his Knowledge, Wiſdom, Power, and whatever 
Excellency and | erfect ion he is endued with. Here 
it may be properallo to take Notice of what St. Peter 


faith in Fobn 21. 17. Lord, thou knoweſt all things; 


thou knoweff that I love thee, And what St. Paul ſaith 
in Col. 2.3. In whom are all the hidden Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, Theſe, and whatever other 
Characters are applied to Chrift, of this kind 
and whatever Excellency is ſaid to be in him, it cans 
not imply an Equality with his Father; becauſe his 
| Being 
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Being, and his being what he was, was the Fruit 
and Product of the Father's good Pleaſure. Col. 1. 19. 

It pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell: 
We ſee that there was no Excellency in Chriſt, which 
he had originally and independently in and from 
himſelf; but it was alt derived from his Father: 


Conſequently he muft be inferior to him, whom he 


received it from. 


John 3. 31. He that cometh from above, is a- 


bove all. Acts 10. 36. He is Lord of all, Rom. g. 
5. Who is over all, God bleſſed for ever. Here be- 
cauſe Chriſt is ſaid to be Lord of all, and over all, and 
God above all, and the like; from hence it is inferred, 


that he is equal to the Father. In anſwer to which 


we obſerve, that when Chriſt is ſaid to be above all, 


Lord of all, or God over all, or any other like Expreſſi- 


ons; this muſt be ſpoken of him excluſive of the Fa- 
ther: For if the Father is included in this All, then 
the Son is not only Equal, but Superior to the Fa- 
ther; which is moſt ridiculous to ſuppoſe. There- 


fore, the Word All at the moſt can imply no more 


than all the Creatures he hach made; or in other 


| Words, All created Beings and Things: But this 


doth not equalize him with the Father, who gave 
him Being, and ſet him over all, and made him 
God, and Lord over all. 


ven as they honour the Father. Here it may be ar- 


John 5. 23. That all Men ſhould honour the Son, e- 


gued, that ſeeing divine Honour or Worſhip is due, 


and to be paid to the ſupreme God only; and ſeeing 
the Son is to be honour'd or worſhip'd with the 
ſame Honour or Worſhip that the Father is; there- 
fore the Son muſt be worihipt with divine Worſhip, 
and conſequently is the ſupreme God. In an- 
{wer to which we will firſt obſerve, what we under- 
derſtand by Honour or Worſhip, and to whom it is 
due. Honour or Worſhip is either Internal or Ex- 
ternal; Internal is when we do with our Minds 


reſpe& 
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reſpect, value, and eſteem any Being, upon the 
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Account of any Excellency, Dignity, or Authority, 


that we conceive. he is inveſted withal: and when 


we exerciſe ſuch Affections and Paſſions towards 


them, as is ſuitable to the Excellency, Dignity, 
or Authority, which they are poſſeſſed of. Exter- 
nal Honour or Worſhip is when we do by ſome ex- 
ternal viſible Act, make a publick viſible Acknow- 
ledgment of the Excellency, Dignity, or Authority, 
which that Being is endued withal, which we wor- 
ſhip. From hence will eaſily appear, who it is to 


whom Honour or Worſhip is due: Namely, Every 


Being that hath any Excellency, Dignity, or Authority 


inveſted in them; and from hence it will appear, 


what Meaſure of Honour or Worſhip 1s due to any 
Being: Namely, Such a Meaſure, as is ſuitable to 


the Meaſure of Excellency, Dignity, and Authority 


they are inveſted with. As for divine and humane 
Worſhip, the Difference ariſeth from the Act of the 

Mind. If we worſhip any Being as Divine, though 
indeed it is not, this may be called Divine Worſhip ; 


48> 


and this ariſes from the Act or Conception of the 


Mind : For inſtance, if I ſhould bow down my Bo- 
dy to a meer Man, and that Act of my Body did 
Proceed from a Conception in my Mind, that the 
Being I did bow down to, was the ſupreme God, 
and this was an Act of Homage to him as ſuch; 


this would be Divine Worſhip, though it was directed 
to a Man. And if I did bow down my Body to 


the ſame Man from a Conception of Mind, that he 
had done me ſome great Favour, .and did perform 


that Act to him as a Man, that! had received this 


Favour from, this would be but Humane Worſhip. 
Here we ſee the viſible A& of the Body is the ſame, 


and the Being is the ſame, to which that Act of 


Worſhip is directed; and yet the ſame viſible Act 
may be either Humane or Divine, according to the 
Conception of the Mind it fic ws frem. Every * 


1 
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of Obedience to a Command, is an Act of Worſh 


n 
N 
1 W "Oo 
1 9 
ö e 


3 


e Cod the Father. | 
- | ip 
paid to that Authority which gave the Command «= 
ment : If it be a Humane Command, then Obedi- 


ence is an Act of Humane Honour or Worſhip, 
paid to that Authority which that Command flowed 


from: If it be a Divine Command, then Obedience 


is an Act of Divine Honour or Worſhip, paid to that 


Divine Authority which commanded it. So then 


we ſee the ſame viſible Act may be either Hu- 


mane or Divine Worſhip. Theſe things being | 
premiſed, we ſay, That God the Father is the Object 


of our higheſt Honour or Worſhip; becauſe it is the 
ſupreme God alone that is inveſted with the greateſt 
Authority, and with the higheſt Excellency and Per- 
fections: He it is that hath originally in him- 
ſelf the utmoſt unlimited Perfection of Excel- 
lency, Dignity, Authority, and Glory: And 


therefore to Honour any Being beſides the ſu- 


preme God with our higheſt Honour, Reſpect, 
and Worſhip, as a Being inveſted with the higheſt Ex- 
cellency Dignity, Authority, and Glory, is a Crime; 
becauſe it 1s a taking from the ſupreme God, that 
which is peculiarly his own Property, But yet we 


conceive it is no Crime to pay ſuch a meaſure of Ho- 


nour and Worſhip to a ſubordinate Being, as is ſuita- 
ble to that meaſure of Excellency, Dignity or Autho- 
rity, which that ſubordinate Being 1s endued with. 


This being ſo, we ſay, That the Honour which is 


here ſaid to be given to Chriſt, is ſuch Honour as is 
ſuitable to the Excellency, Dignity, and Authority, 
that is given and committed unto him by the Fa- 
ther: And this appears from what went before, and 
from what follows after theſe Words about which 


we ſpeak. Thus we read, The Father judgeth u | 


Man, but hath committed all Fudgment unto the Son; 
that all Men may Honour the Son, even as they Honour 


the Father, He that honcureth not the Son, honoureth 
| "OG not 
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not the Father that hath ſent him. Here we ſee, that 


this Honuur is not ſuppoſed to be given to the Son, 


upon the Account of any original underived Ex- 


cellency in his Nature; but upon the account of that 


Office, and Authority given, and committed unto 
him by the Father : Namely, his being the Gover- 
nour and Judge of the World. Here we ſee, that as 
the Son is the Father's Miniſter; fo that what is 
done unto the Son, he eſteemeth as done unto him- 
ſelf : He that honourcth not the Son, hononreth not 
the Father that hath ſent him And whereas it is 
ſaid, That they ſhall Honour the Son, even as they 
Honour the Father, the meaning we take to be this, 
That whereas the Son was by the Father conſtituted 
Lord and Governour of the World, all Men ſhould 
humbly ſubmit themſelves to the Authority and 
Government of the Son, even as they thould do to 
the Father, if he was to exerciſe that Rule and Go- 
vernment in his own Perſon ; becauſe the Son in 
this Office perſonates and repreſents the ſupreme 
God the Father; and is to them, as it were, in 


the place of him. But it will not follow from hence, 


that they are to value and eſteem the Son, as they 


are to value and eſteem the ſupreme God the Fa- 
ther; or, that the Son is a Co-ordinate Being with 


the Father. If the King of Great-Britain {hould 


ſend forth his Miniſter to tranſact in ſome great 


Affair, in his Name, and as repreſenting his Perſon ; 
and ſhould command all his Subjects to Honour and 
Reſpe& him as his own Pexſon ; would any be fo 
weak as to infer from this, that the King's Miniſter 


is equal to, and co-ordinate with the King? The caſa 


we take to be parallel. 


Here we may fitly take Notice of the Prayer of 
St. Stephen, Acts 7. 59. And they ftoned Stephen in- 


vocating (in our Engliſh Bibles, calling upon God) and 


ſaying, Lord Feſus receive my Spirit. Here St. Stephen 


is ſaid to direct his Prayer to Chriſt ; but then, here 


we 
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we fay, as to the Term God, which is in the Exgliſi 


Tranſlation, it is in a different Character, and is 
not, as it is ſaid in any Copies of the Original, 
and ſo is not to be inſiſted on here. And we think, 
St. Stephens praying to Chriſt, is not an Argument 
ſufficient to prove him to be equal to the inpreme 
God. Prayer 1s, as we have ſaid, an Act of a de- 


pending Being, directed to a Being that hath Pow- 
er to confer the good thing pray'd for. Seeing, then 


the Son is the Father's Agent in creating, go- 
verning, and judging the World, as we have thew- 
ed already; and ſeeing the Son hath received from 
the Father, Power and Ability ſufficient for thoſe 


Performances; it will follow, that we may pray to 


Chriſt for that which he hath Power to give, and 
to do for us; and yet he may not be the ſupreme 


God, or equal to him. That which makes him to 


be the Object of our Prayers, is the Knowledge of our 
Wants, the Hearing of our Prayers, and having 
Power and Ability to help us, all which he certain- 


ly hath ; but yet he hath it not originally and in- 
dependently in himſelf ; but hath received it from 


his Father, and conſequently he is Inferior and 
Subordinate to the Father. 


In this place likewiſe, we may take Notice of this 


Text, Phil. 2. 10. That at the Name of Feſus every 
Knee ſhould bow. And, Heb. 1.6. Let all the Ange's 


of God worſhip bim. Foraſmuch as in theſe, and the 


like Texts, Honour and Worſhip is {aid to be given, 
or required to be given to Chriſt; from hence ſome 
would infer, that he is the ſupreme God. In anſwer 
ta which. we ſay, we have ſhewn already, that Hon- 
our and Worſhip is die to every Being, in Proportt- 
on to that Degree of Excellency, Dignity, or Autho- 
rity, which that Being is inveſted withal; and we 
have ſhewn upon what Account Honour and Worſhip 
18 required to be given to Chriſt; therefore it 18 a ve- 
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76 The Supremacy © 

cur and Worſhip given to him, or required to be gi- 

ven to him, that therefore he is the ſupreme God. 
Here likewiſe, it may be proper to take Notice of 


that Paſlage in Rcv. 5. from Perſe . to the end of the 


Chapter; wherein the four living Creatures, ( rendred 
in our Bibles, Beaſis,) and the four and twenty Eiders, 
are {aid to bow down, and to worſhip the Lamb, and to 


fing to his Praiſe ; and every Creature is ſaid to join in tbis 


Sorg of Haiſe: And from hence it is inferred, that he 
is equal to the ſupreme God the Father. To which we 


anſwer, That the great God is fct forth in Scripture, 


as a mighty Prince, fitting upon a Throne of Majeſty 
and Glory, attended with his Nobles and Servants; 


this is what we have ſhewn already: And further we 


ſay, That the Son of God, our Lord Chriſt, is repre- 
ſented as ſittirg at his Right-hand, in token of that 
Love and Re ſpect the Father is pleaſed to confer up- 
on bim, as his chief Favourite. And here he is 


repre ſented, as with the Father, in a Throne, under 
the Character of a Lamb. The Father is repreſented 
as ſitting on the Throne with a ſealed Book in bis Hand; 


and none was found wor thy to take the Book, nor to look 


thereon. Then the Lamb is repreſented, as ffanding 


at the Right- hand of him that ſat on the Throne > A Gel- 
ture not of Equality, but of ready Obedience to that 
Princely Majeſty he was attending upon This Lamb 
1s farther repreſented, as taking the Book out of the 


Hand of him that ſat on the Throne at the ſight of 


which, The four living Creatures, and the four and twen- 


ty Elders f ll down before the Lamb, and ſang a Song 


to his Praiſe: And then the whole Creation are re- 


preſcnted, as joining in that Song. This is the Sum 


of the Viſion, as far as it relates to this matter. But 
this doth not beſpeak him to be the ſupreme God, or 
equal to him, but the contrary. For firſt we obſerve, 
that the Throne here ſpoken of, is ſet for the Father, 


and he only is at firſt ſaid to ſit upon it, as in Chap 4. 


2. And immediately I was in the Spit it, and bebold, a 
| Throws 
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0 God the Father. 77 
Throne was ſet in Heaven, and One ſat on the Throne. 
And, Chap. 5.1. And JI ſaw in the Right hand of him 
that ſat on the Throne, a Book Sealed, with ſeven Seals. 
And, Veiſe J. And the Lamb came, and took the Book 
out of the Right-band of him that ſat on the Throne, 
Thus we ſee, that it was the Father alone, that is re- 
preſented as originally ſitting upon this Throne; and 
10 was ſingular in the ſupreme Authority and Glory. 
Secondly, The Lamb, when he is ſpoken of, it is at 

» Arft, as landing at the Father's Right-hand, to ſhew _ 

his ready Submiſſion to the Father's Authority, Third- 

_ ly, It was the Father alone that was reſted as 
the Object of their higheſt and perpetual Acknow- 
ledgment and Worſhip, as Chap. 4. 8. to the end. And 
they (that is the four living Creatures ) reſt not Day and 
Night, ſaving, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come. And when thoſe liv- 
ing Creatures gave Glory and Honour and Thanks to bim 
that ſat on the Throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 
the four and twenty Elders fell down before him that ſat 
on the Throne, and worſhipped him, that liveth for ever 
and ever; and caſt their Crowns before the Throne, ſaying, 
Thou ait worthy, O Lord, to recerve Glory and Honour, 7 

\ and Power; for thou haſt created all things, and for thy ' 

Pleaſure they are, and were created. So when the whole 
Creation are brought in ſinging to the Lamb, they 11 
firſt aſcribe Bleſſing and Glory, and Honour, and Power to 
him, (viz.the Father) that ſat on the Throne; and then 
to the Lamb, who was found worthy to open the Book, and 
to look therein, Fourthly, The four living Creatures, and 
the four and twenty Elders, are repreſented as worſhip- 
ping the Lamb in this ſolemn manner, only Occafion- 
ally: When he had taken the Book out of the Hand 
of him that ſat on the Throne, Chap. 5. 8. Then, or 
on that Occaſion, they took hold of a proper Oppor- 
tunity to expreſs their Gratitude to him. Whereas 
in reſpe& of him that ſat on the Throne, they are 
ſaid perpetually to ſing his Praiſe, Chap. 4. 8. They reſt 
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not Day and Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, &c. Fifthly, 


The ſubject Matter of the Song that was ſung to the 


Lamb, was not any inherent Excellency that was in 


him, but only what he had done for them, and pro- 
cured to them, Chap 5. 9. And they ſang a new Song: 
This ſuppoſes what we obſerved before, that this was 
an occaſional Service to the Lamb, and not thet 

which they were perpetually employed in: They ſang 


a new Song, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the Book, 


and to open the Seals thereof; that is, he was worthy 
to ha ve the Knowledge of, and to be entruſted with 
the Father's Purpoſes and Counſels. (Where by the 
way we obſerve, that the Son hath not this Know- 
ledge in and from himſelf, but he received it from 
his Father; for he took the Book ſealed ont of the 
Hand of him that ſat on the Throne.) And this 
Worthineſs is what he had done for them and procu- 


red to them; for, ſay they, Thou waſt Slain, and haſt re. 
deemed us to God, by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, and 


Tongue, and People, and Nation; and haſt made us unto 
our God, Kings and Prieſts, and we ſball Reign on the 


Earth. Whereas the ſubject Matter of their Praiſe to : 


the Father ſeems to be, not ſo much what he had 
done, as what he was in himſelf, Chap. 4 8. And 


tbey (that is, the four living Creatures) reft not Day and 
Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 


which was, and is, and is to come: And the four and 
twenty Elders at the ſame time aſſent thereto; for 
as it follows, And when the four living Creatures (thus) 
give Glory, and Honour, and Praije unto him that ſat on 
the Throne. who liveth for ever and ever, the four and 
twenty Elders fall down before him that ſat on the Throne, 
and worſhip bim that liveth for ever and ever, and 
caſt their Crowns before the Throne, ſaying, Thou art wor- 


thy, O Lord, to receive Glory, aud Honor, and Power, 


and then by way of Reaſon, why they thus aſſent to 
the Song. Holy, Holy Holy &c. they add, For thon haſt 
created all things, and for thy Neaſure they are, and were 


created 


created. Sixthly and Laftly, When they had ſung 
their Song of Praiſe to the Lamb; and the reſt of the 
Creation Ead performed their part in this Service, as 
being Sharers in the Bleſſings here acknowledged; 
and the four living Creatures had ſaid, Amen; then 
the four and twenty Elders are ſaid to fall down and wor- 
ſhip him that liveth for ever and ever; to denote, that 


all their Service was to end ultimately in the Hon- 


our 4nd Glory of the ſupreme God the Father; and 
that, as they had on this Occaſion celebrated the deſer- 
ved Praiſe of the Lamb, ſo they did return again to that 
which was their perpetual Song and to the adoring 
him who was the ſupreme Obje& of their Worſhip. 
All which Obſervations do ſhew, that the Lamb is 
an inferior and ſubord inate Being to him that ſat on 
the Throne; and conſequently, that the Father a- 


lone is the ſupreme God. Seeing then, that Wor- 


ſhip is due to every Being, in proportion to that de- 
gree of Excellency, Dignity, and Authority, that 
Being 1s inveſted withal, which we Worſhip ; and 
ſeeing the ſame external Act of Worſhip may be ei- 
ther Humane or Divine; and ſeeing we are com- 
manded, as in Rom. 13. 7. To render Honour, to 
whom Honour is due; and to Honour the Son as well as, 
though not equally with, the Father, as we have ſhewn 


already; and ſeeing the Son is repreſented, as with 


his Father, and at his Right hand, as his chief Favou- 


rite; from hence it will follow, that it is the Church's, 


Duty, to render to the Son of God, our Lord Chriſt 
all that Worſhip and Praiſe that is due to him, on the 


account of the Excellency of his Nature, the Autho- 


rity he is inveſted with, and what he hath done for 
them, and procured to them. And this is all that 
the four living Creatures, and the twenty-four Elders, 
and the whole Church is ſaid to do, in St. John's Viſion; 
but it will not follow, that he is equal to, or co-ordi- 
nate with the ſupreme God the Father. And whereas 
it is ſaid, They fell down befor? the Lamb, as Oy __ 
efore 
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80 Nie hen _ 
before him that ſat on the Throne; this doth not imply 
an equality of Reſpect and Eſteem: for bowing the 
Body, and falling down before a Perſon, was a note 
of Reſpect and Honour among Men in St. Jobu's time; 
from which practice the Figure is taken: And this 
Vas not applied to the ſupreme Authority only, but to 
all in whom any degree of Authority was lodg' d, and 
to whom any Honour and Reſpect was paid: And 
thus it is at this Day; we do not only bow as A note 
of Reſpect and Subjection, to the King's Majeſty; 
but do alſo uſe the ſame Geſture of Body, to any 
that act by his Authority; and to any other that we 
think proper to pay Reſpect to: And yet this is not 
eſteemed a making every Body that we bow our Bo- 
dies to, equal to the King: Much leſs is it a making 
them equal to the ſupreme God. So in like manner, 
their uſing the ſame external Geſture, in their grate- 
ful Acknowledgment to the Lamb, cannot make 
him equal to him that ſat upon the Throne. Beſides 
there is a manifeſt Difference in the Exterior of their 
Worſhip; for to the Lamb they are ſaid to fall down , 
but to him that ſat on the Throne, they not only fall 
down,, but alſo caft their Crowns at bis Feet. Chap. 4. 
To. The four and twenty Elders fall down before him that 
ſat on the Throne, and worſhip him that liveth for ever 
and ever, and caft their Crowns before the Throne : 
They ſignify ing thereby, that they did devote them- 
ſelves, and all that they had to his Service and Glo- 
ry: They at the ſame time, ſaying, Thon art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive Gloty and Honour, and Power, for 
thou haſt created all things; and for thy Pleaſure they are 
and were created, So that the Reaſon why they devo- 
ted themlelves, and all that they had to his Service, 
appears to be from a conſideration, that their Beings, 
and all that they had was originally from him; and o- 
riginally from him only; for they take no Notice of 
the Lamb. in thiscaſe of Creation, whom undoubtedl 
they would not have left out, if he had been n 
equa 
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_ equal in creating with the Father. From the whole, 


we think it abundantly appears, that the Son is a Be- 


ing Inferior and Subordinate to the Father, and that 
the Father alone is the ſupreme God. 
John 10. 30. I and my Father are One. Having 


given our Senſe of this Text, and ſo anſwered the 


Objection founded upon it, in our ſixth Argument, 
we think it needleſs here to repeat it; and therefore 
to it we refer. 3 | 


2 Cor. 12. 14. The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 


Ghoſt, be with you all, Amen. Here, becauſe the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are joined together, in 
this Benediction, therefore it is inferred, that they 


are three Co- ordinate Beings. In Anſwer to which, 


we ſay, ſuppoſe St. Paul's Wiſh or Prayer, or what- 
ever Term is moſt proper, had been thus, The 
Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Guardian- 


Hip of elect Angels, be with you all, Amen. Surely, 
this had been a very proper good Wiſh of the Apo- 


ſtle; and ſuch as he might very piouſly and charita- 
bly have deſired that the Corinthians might enjoy: 
But yet his joyning the ele& Angels with the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt in this Benediction, 


would not have made thoſe elect Angels to be equal 


to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : So in like 
manner, his joyning the Son and Holy Ghoſt with 
the Father in this Wiſh, cannot make the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt to be equal to the Father. Thus we ſee, 
1 Tim. 5. 21. Icharge thee, before God, and the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, that thou obſerve 
theſe Things. Here we ſee, St. Paul in his C harge to 
Timotby, in an important matter, and in a ſolemn 
manner, joineth the ele# Angels with the Father, and 
Chriſt; and yet we dare not from hence infer, that 


the ele& Angels were Co-ordinate with the Father, 


and the Son, 
N Phil: 
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85 The rem _ 
before him that ſat on the Throne; this doth not imply 
an equality of Reſpe& and Eſteem: for bowing the 
Body, and falling down before a Perſon, was anote 
of Reſpect and Honour amoug Men in St. Jobu's time; 
from which practice the Figure 1s taken: And this 
was not applied to the {ſupreme Authority only, but to 
all in whom any degree of Authority was lodg'd, and 
to whom any Honour and Reſpe& was paid: And 
thus it is at this Day; we do not only bow as 4 note 
of Reſpe&t and Subjection, to the King's Majeſty, 
but do alſo uſe the ſame Geſture of Body, to any 
that act by his Authority; and to any other that we 
think proper to pay Reſpe& to: And yet this is not 
eſteemed a making every Body that we bow our Bo- 
dies to, equal to the King : Much leſs is it a making 
them equal to the ſupreme God. So in like manner, 
their ng the ſame external Geſture, in their grate- 
ful Acknowledgment to the Lamb, cannot make 
him equal to him that ſat upon the Throne. Beſides 
there is a manifeſt Difference in the Exterior of their 
Worſhip; for to the Lamb they are ſaid to fall down , 
but to bim that ſat on the Throne, they not only fall 
down,, but alſo caft their Crowns at his Feet. Chap. 4. 
10. The four and twenty Elders fall down before him that 
ſat on the Throne, and worſhip him that liveth for ever 
and ever, and caft their Crowns before the Throne : 
They ſignify ing thereby, that they did devote them- 
ſelves, and all that they had to his Service and Glo- 
ry: They at the ſame time, ſaying, Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to receive Glory and Honour, and Power, for 
thou haſt created all things; and for thy Pleaſure they are 
and were created, So that the Reaſon why they devo- 
ted themſelves, and all that they had to his Service, 
appears to be from a conſideration, that their Beings, 
and all that they had was originally from him; and o- 
riginally from him only; for they take no Notice of 
the Lamb, in thiscaſe of Creation, whom undoubtedly 
they wou!d not have left out,if he had been irs 
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of Gold the Father. 81 
equal in creating with the Father. From the whole, 
we think it abundantly appears, that the Son is a Be- 
ing Inferior and Subordinate to the Father, and that 1 
the Father alone is the ſupreme God. | 
John 10.30. I and my Father are One, Having = 

given our Senſe of this Text, and fo anſwered the lj 
Objection founded upon it, in our ſixth Argument, | 

wie think it needleſs here to repeat it; and therefore 

to it we refer. 8 

20Cor. 12. 14. The Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 

and the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, be with you all, Amen. Here, becauſe the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are joined together, in 
this Benediction, therefore it is inferred, that they 
are three Co- ordinate Beings. In Anſwer to which, 13 
we ſay, ſuppoſe St. Paul's Wiſh or Prayer, or what- % 
ever Term is moſt proper, had been thus, The ] 
Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Guardian- 
ſhip of elect Angels, be with you all, Amen. Surely, 
this had been a very proper good Wiſh of the Apo- 
ſtle; and ſuch as he might very piouſly and charita- 
bly have deſired that the Corinthians might enjoy: 
But yet his joyning the ele& Angels with the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt in this Benediction, 
would not have made thoſe elect Angels to be equal 
to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: So in like l 
manner, his joyning the Son and Holy Ghoſt with 1 
the Father in this Wiſh, cannot make the 660d" an IJ 
Holy Ghoſt to be equal to the Father. Thus we lee, 
1 Tim. 5. 21. Icharge thee, before God, and the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and the elect Angels, that thou obſerve 
theſe Things. Here we ſee, St. Paul in his Charge to 
Timothy, in an important matter, and in a ſolemn 
manner, joineth the ele# Angels with the Father, and 
Cbriſt; and yet we dare not from hence infer, that 
the elect Angels were Co-ordinate with the Father, 
and the Son. | n 
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Phil. 2. 6. Who being in the Form of God, thought 
it no Robbery to be equal with God. Anſwer, It we 


off 


ſuppoſe this to be the true reading, yet this will 


not make the Son to be equal to, or co-ordinate with 


the Father: Becauſe the Son in this Place, is ſaid 


to exerciſe ſuch Humiliation and Debaſement as the 
ſupreme God is not capable of; and ot receiving 
ſuch Exaltation, as the Reward of his Humiliation, 


which a Being that is at the heighth of Perfecti- 
on, could not receive: For the Apoſtle witneſſeth, 


that the ſame Being which was in the Form of God, 
did make himſelf of no Reputation; and did bumble 
himſelf unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs; and 


for this God did exalt him, even him, who anteces 


et to his Abaſement was in the Form of God; this 
denne Being (and not another, that he was united 
or joined with) did God give a Name to, above 

% Name; conſequently he muſt be Inferior to 


mat God he received his Exaltation from. But far- 
ber we ſay, ſeeing Interpreters (not only thoſe that 
are called Arian, but alſo thoſe that call themſelves 


Orthodox) give us a more agreeable Senſe of theſe 


Words, w- think we ought to receive it; not be- 


cauſe it ſuits with our Opinion; but becauſe it 


makes the Text more conſiſtent with it ſelf, and 


the 1ſt of the Scriptures, In this Place the Apoſtle 


may poſhbly allude to the Practice of the firſt 


Adam, who when he was made in the Form or I- 
mage of God, did aſſume to be as God, or equal to 


God: and did eat of the forbidden Fruit, when 


the Serpent told them, they ſhould be as Gods by 
ſo doing. The Apoſtle recommends to the Phzlip- 
pians, the Pattern of Chriſt, ſaying, Let the ſame 
ind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus, who, 
thovgh he was in the Form or Image of God, yet he 


did not (as the firſt Adam did) aſſume to bimſelf to 


be equal to God; but on the contrary, Made him ſelf 


of no Reputation, and took upon him the Form of a 


Servant 
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Servant, This being the moſt agreeable reading 
of theſe Words, and that which makes the Text 
conſiſtent with it ſelf, and the reſt of the Scriptures; 
and this being the true reading according to the 
Opinion of the beſt Interpreters of the Greek 
Tongue; therefore we chuſe to underſtand it in this 
Senſe: Not, but if we take it as it is in our Bi- 
bles, it can by no Means imply the Son's Equality 
with the Father, (as we have ſaid before.) 
Col. 2. 9. For in him dwelleth all the Fullneſs of the 
Godbead, Bodily. Here becauſe all the Fulnefs of the 
Godbead, is ſaid todwell Bodily in Chriſt, from hence 
it's inferr d, that he is Equal to, and Co-ordinarte. 
with the Father. Anſwer, The Apoſtle in the 
former Chapter tells the Coloftans, That he did not 
ceaſe to pray for them, as at ver. 9. And among. 
other Things he pray'd that the Coloftans might be 
Thankful to the Father, for that he bad made them 
meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light , and that he had delivered them from the Pow- 
er of Darkneſs, and had tranſlated them into the 
Kingdom of bis dear Son, in whom they bad Redemp- 
tion through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of their 
Sms, as at ver. 12, 13, 14. The Apoſtle having 
thus pray'd that the Coloftans might be ſenſible of,, 
and thankful to the Father (who. was the Original 
Fountain of all their Mercies) for their being ſet 
free from that State of Bondage and Condemna- 
tion which they were in, whilſt they were Servants 
to Sin and Satan, by making them the Subjects of 
Chriſt's Kingdom; and fo entithng them to. the 
Forgiveneſs of Sin, and eternal Lite: He next, 
takes Occaſion to ſpeak to them of the Ground 
or Foundation of that Authority which was lodg'd 
in him, the Subjects of whole Kingdom they were 
ſaid to be, (viz.) That be was the Image of the inmoi- 
fible God, as at Verſe 15. Here we would obſerve, 
that the Name or Term God, properly ſigniſies Go- 
„ 7 BO © vernour 
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vernour, according to the Opinion of the Learned 
So then, whereas the Son, our Lord Chriſt is here 


ſaid to be the Image of the inviſible God, it is plain 
that it is his Office, and not his Eſſence or Nature 
that the Apoſtle here refers to. The Apoſtle is 
here ſpeaking of the Son as a King, as one that was 
inveſted with Sovereign Authority; and he faith, 


the Foundation of that Authority conſiſted in his 
being the Image or Repreſentative of the inviſible 


King, (viz.) God the Father. Here we ſee the A- | 


poſtle doth not lodge the original ſupreme Autho- 
rity in the Son; but on the contrary, he repreſents 
the Son as the Image or Vice-King of him in 
whom the original ſupreme Authority was lodg'd. 
'The Apoſtle having thus declared, that ſovereign 
Authority over all was lodg'd in Chriſt, as he was 


the Image or Vic:-King of the Father; he next ' 


gives them to underſtand, that as he was thus 
above all Things, ſo he was likewiſe before all 


Things, as being the Firft-born of every Creature (or 


born before every Creature) as at Verſe 15, And 


that he was before every creature, the Apoſtle proves, 


by declaring that he was the inſtrumental Cauſe of 


their Production: For by him were all things created, 


that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſihle and in- 
viſible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Prin- 
capalities, ar Towers : all thingswere created by him, and 
for him, (to Rule over.) And be is before all things, 
and by him all things conſiſt, as at Verſe 16, 17. The 
Apoſtle having thus declared, that the King, whoſe 
Subjects they were, was no leſs than the Image or 
Vice-King of the moſt High, and that he was 1 0 
all thirgs; all things being created by bim, aud for him, 
(to rule over;) ſo as that he was by the Father 
made the ſovereign Lord of the whole Creation: 
He next tells the (oloftans, that this Image or 
Vice-King was their King in another Capacity, 


beſides that of his being the Creator or Go vernour 


of 


of the World, (viz.) his being the Head of that Bo- 


N 


a 
i 0 


Build ing; and that he was the Firft-bory from the 
Dead; that in all Things be might have the Prehemi- 
ence, as at Ver, 18. Then the Apoſtle ſhews the 
Cauſe or Reaſon of this Dignity and Preheminence; 
and this he reſolves finally into the good Pleaſure 
of the Father: It pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould 
all Fulneſs dwell, as at Verſe 19. It was the Father's 
good Pleaſure to make him his Agent, in creating 
all Things; and to ſet him over all, as his Image 
or Repreſentative : It pleaſed the Father to commu- 
nicate to, and to lodge in him, as a true and 
faithful Miniſter, all the Treaſures or Fullneſs of 
Power, and Wiſdom, and Knowledge, and all other 
neceſſary Qualifications fit for the Office and Per- 
formances he was called to: It pleaſed the Father 
to appoint him to be the Head of the Body, the 
Church; the Beginning of that new Creation; the 
Firſt- born from the Dead; and to give him the Pre- 
eminence in all Things: All this was the Fruit and 
Product of the Father's good Pleaſure. By which 


it is evident, that the Fulneſs of the Godhead, which — 
is {21d to dwell Bodily in Chriſt, Chap, 2. 9. was 
that ſovereign Authority which was lodg'd in him 


by the Father, for the ruling and goveming the 
whole Creation. He was made the Lord and Go- 15 
vernour of all in a moſt full Manner, and fo TS 
there was the Fulneſs of all Kingly Power and Do- 
minion dwelling in him. That by the fullneſs of the 
Godhead is meant ſovereign Dominion, is evident 
alſo from the Words both next efore, and after the | 
Text. The Apoſtle in the Words foregoing the Text, 
warn'd the Coloſtans, to take heed of theſe Deca i vers 
that would corrupt Chriſtianity, by mixing with it 
he ceremonial Lay of the Jews, or the yain degeitful 
FFF corrupted 
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Corrupted Philoſophical Notions, and Practices of the 
Gentiles : For, faith the Apoſtle, Beware, left any Man 
ſpoil you through Philoſophy, and vain Deceit, after the 
Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, and 
not after Chriſt; compar'd with Verſe 14. to the end 


of the Chapter. And then he gives the Reaſons why 
they ſhould not hearken to, nor ſubmit themſelves to 


what theſe falſe Teachers would impoſe upon them: 
Firſt, Becauſe in him that was their King and Head, 


dwelt all the Fulneſs of the Godhead, Bodily; that is, in 
him, and in him only it pleaſed the Father that ſove- 
reign Dominion and Authority over all ſhould be 


lodg'd ; and conſequently to him, and tohim only they 
ought to ſubmit themſelves; and not to hearken to,nor 


follow any that ſhould preſume to impoſe upon them 
any Doctrine or Law beſides that of Chriſt. Second- 
ly, He tells them, that they were compleat in him; 
that 1s, by their ſubmitting themſelves to his Go- 
vernment, they were compleat Chriſtians; and ſo 
were compleatly qualified for God's Favour, the Par- 


don of Sin, and Eternal Life; and conſequently it 


was altogether needleſs and ſuperfluons for them to 
be concerned, to believe or practiſe any thing, beſides 
what the Chriftian Religion did require from them : 
And then the Apoſtle adds, ſaying, Which is the Head 


f all Principalities and Powers; in which Words, he 


plainly proves, that it was that ſovereign Authority 
and Power over all, which was given to Chriſt by 
the Father, that the Apoſtle is here referring to. 
1 John 1. 1, 2. That which was from the Begin- 
ing, which we have heard, which we haue ſeen with our 


Eyes, and our Hands have handled of the Word of Life; 


for the Life was manifefled, and we have ſeen it, and hear 


Witneſs, ani ſhew unto you that Eternal Life, which was 
with the Father, and was man'fefled unto us. Here the 


Son is ſuppoſed to be declared to be an Eternal Being; 
and from hence it's inferred, that he is Co-equal with 


the Father, In anſwer to which, we ſay, Firſt, That 
1 3 | the 


15 


of God the Father. 85 
the Life here ſpoken of may very properly imply, 
not the Perſon of our Lord, but that Doctrine f 

Life and Salvation which he Publiſh'd, and Pro- 

ounded to Mankind's Acceptance: That Word of 
Life which the Apoſtles had heard with their Ears, 
and had ſeen confirmed by a multitude of won- 
derful things, which were made - viſible to their 
Sight and Feeling; and which they had declared 
to the World, that ſo they might have a ſhare 
and Fellowſhip in the Bleſſings of it : That Word 
o Eternal Lit which was with the Father, as the 
rſt original Spring and Fountain from whence it 
flowed. And this ſeems to be the Senſe of the 
Apoſtle from the Words which follow, in Ver. 3, 
4, 5. That which we have ſecn and beard, declare. 
we unto, you, that ye alſo may have Fellowſhip with 
us; and truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
with his Son Feſus Chriſt. And theſe things write 
we unto you, that your Joy may be full. This then 
is the Meſſage which we have heard of him, (viz. 
_ Chriſt, ſpoken of at the end of the third Verſe,) 
and declare unto you, That God is Light, and in him 
bs 10 Darkneſs at all, Verſe 25. And this is the 
Promiſe that he bath promiſed us, even Eternal Life. 
But, Secondly, We fay, if this was ſpoken of the 
Perſon of the Son, yet we conceive it was not 
upon the Account of the Eternal Duration of 
his Being; but as he is the way to, the Ma- 
nifeſter and Procurer of, and the inſtrumental 
Cauſe, or the immediate Diſpenſer of Eternal Life 
to all Believers. And thus we find him repreſen 
ted in the Scriptures, John 1. 4. In him was Life, 
and the Life was the Light of Men, Chap. 2. 15. 
That whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but 
have Everlaſting Life, Chap. 6. 33. For the Bread, 
of God is be, which cometh down from Heaven, and 
giveth Life unto the World. Verſe 47. Verily, verily, 
I ſay unto you, be that believeth on me bath Ever- 
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88 The Supremacy 
laſting Life. Verſe 57. As the living Father hath 
ſent me, and J live by the Father, ſo he that eateth 
me, even be ſhall live by me. Verſe 68. Lord, to 
whom ſhall we go? Thou haſt the Words vf Eternal 
Life. Chap. 8. 12. He that followeth me ſhall not 
walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the Light of Life. 
Chap. To. 28. Aud I give unto them Eternal Life. 
Chap. 11. 25. 26. Feſus ſaid unto her, I am the Reſur- 
ꝛedtion, and the Life; be that believeth in me, tho 
be were Dead, yet ſhall he Live; and whoſoever liv- 
eth and believeth in me, ſhall never Die, Chap. 14. 
6. Feſus ſaid unto him, I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life; no Man cometh to the Father but by 
me. Chap. 17. 2, 3. As thou haſt given him Power 
over all Fleſh, that he may give Eternal Life, to as 
many as thou haſt given him. And this is Life Eternal, 
to know thee, the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom 
thou haſt ſent. Here we ſee, the Son is frequently 
called Life, yea, Eternal Life, (and that more eſ- 
pecially in St. John's Writings, ) not upon the 
Account of the Duration of his Being; but as 
he is the way to Eternal Life, to all that Obey 
him. And this we conceive the Apoſtle may in- 
tend by the Words Eternal Life in this Place, 
if applied to the Perſon of the Son; for then 
it is as much as if he had ſaid, For the Life, (viz. 
Chriſt) was manifeſted, and we have ſeen it, and bear 
Witneſs, and ſhew unto you that Divine Perſon, which 
was the Revealer and Publiſher, the Purchaſer and 
Procurer, the Mimſtrator and Diſpencer of Eternal 
Life, which was with the Father, and was manifeſted 
unto us. But, Thirdly, We ſay, if theſe Words do 
refer to the Duration of the Son's Being, yet 
they do not prove him to be Co equal, or Co- 
eternal with the Father; becauſe the Word Eternal, 
when applied to the Son, cannot imply the fame 
as when applied to the Father : For the Word E- 
ternal in its firſt and, ſtricteſt Senſe, as applied to the 
Father, implies the ſame as Selt-cxiſting; fo that 
| in 
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of God the Father. E 89 


in this Senſe af the Word, whatever is Self-exiſting 
muſt be Eternal; becauſe it is impoſſible for no- 
thing to give Being to ſomething, or for à Being 
3 to give Being to its ſelf when it was not: And 
B likewiſe, whatever is Eternal muft be Self-exiſting; 
1 becauſe every Being which is Eternal muſt be 
conſidered ſeparate from every Cauſe which might 
be antecedent to it: And every Being which exiſts 
ſeparate from every antecedent Cauſe muſt be 
Self- exiſtent. From hence it will follow, that eve 
Being which is not Self-exiſting is not tegel 
in this ſtrict Senſe of the Word; becauſe every 
Being, that is the Cauſe of the Being and Exiſtence 
of another Being, muſt be antecedent to that other 
Being he is the Cauſe of: And every Being which 
is produced or derived from ſome ſuperior precedent 
Cauſe, muſt be after that which was the Cauſe 
! it; and conſequently is not Eternal in the 
Senſe we here ſpeak of. We ſhall not here take 
Notice of the abſurd Notion of two Self-exiſting 
Beings ; nor of the Doctrine of Polytheiſm, which 
will unavoidably follow the making the Son E- 
ternal, in the ſame Senſe as the Father is; but 
we will prove that he is not ſo, from his own 
expreſs Teſtimony in this Matter. John 3. 16. 
God ſo loved the World, that be gave his Only be- 
gotten Son, &c. Here we fee, the Son himſelf 
- declares that he was not Self-exiſting, but was be- 
gotten of the Father; ſo that the Father is made 
the Cauſe of the Son's Being. John 5. 26. As 
the Father bath Life in bimſe 5 ſo bath he given to 
the Son to bave Life in bimſelf. Here we ſee, the 
Father is not only declared to be the Cauſe of 
the Son's Being, but alſo that he was free and 
voluntary in his Production ; So bath be given to 
the Son to have Life in bimſelf. This is likewiſe 
"atteſted by St. Paul, in Col. 1. 19. It pleaſe d the 
Father, that in him ſhould” W fulneſs dwell. Here 
BE 0 | We. 
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we fee, that not cnly his Being, but alſo his 
being what he is, is the Fruit and Product of 
E | the Father's gocd Pleaſure: It pleaſed the Father, 
1 that in Vim fhonld all falneſs dwell, John 6. 57. 4s 
1 the living Father bath ſent me, and I live by the 
| Father; ſo he that eateth me, even be ſhall live by 
| me. Here we fee, the Father is not only the ori- 
ginal Czuſe of the Son's Being; but alſo” he is 
q the Cauſe of his continuing to be: I live by the 
1 Father, The Son did not continue to be, by a = = 
| Power that he had Independent in himſelf; but x > 
from that Power that he received from the Father. 4 
| Seeing then the Son is a derived Being, and his j: 
Being depended on the Will and Power of the 
Father; it will follow that he is not Eternal, in 
the ſame Senſe as the Father is: The Father was 
before the Son, as every voluntary free Cauſe = 
is before its Effect; and the Son is after the Fa- ' WW: 
ther, as every Effect is after its cwi voluntary 
free Cauſe; and confequently cannot be Co- eter- 
nal with the Father. Therefore, when the Son 
is ſaid to be Eternal, it can imply no more than 
when he 1s ſaid to be from the Beginning, or before 
the Foundation of the World , that is, the Son's 2 
Being was antecedent to any thing or time which (Ft 
we can have any Idea of, excepting the ſupreme 
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God the Father ; who alone is Underived, Un- 
begotten, Unoriginated, Self-exiſting, and Eternal 


in the ſtricdeſt Senſe. From the whole it appears, 
that the Son is inferior and ſubordinate to the Fa- 
ther, and that the Father alone is the ſupreme b 
God. n * —_— 

1 John 5. 7. There are Three that bear Record | 


in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Hol 
Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One. Here, becauſe 
the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt are ſaid to be 
One; from hence its inferred, that they are three 
_ Co-ordinate Beings, Anſwer, If we ſuppoſe 1 
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or no real Foundation in Antiquity, or even in 
the preſent Greek MSS. themſelves, the Apoſtle i 


this place is taking Notice of the Evidence thit 
attended the Chriſtian Religion for its Confirma- 
tion: Thus he ſpeaks, Ver. 6. It is the Spiiit that 


_ beareth Witneſs, becauſe the Spit is Truth Thus 


again, Ver, 9. If we receive the Witneſs of Men, tle. 


Witneſs of God is greater; for this is the Witneſs of 
God, that be hath teſtified of bis Son. In this place 
the Apoſtle ſeems to allude to the Law cf the 


15 (John 8. 19, and Deut. 17. 6.) which. did ob- 
ige them to receive that for Truth, which was 
atteſted by the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes: 
And the Apoſtle argues from the lefler to the 


greater; If we receive the Witneſs of Men, the Wit 
neſs of God is greater; As much as if he had ſaid, 
if we accept of that for Truth, which hath been 
atteſted by frail Men; we ought much more fo, 
that which is atteſted by the infallible God; be- 
cauſe God is Truth it elf, and cannot err, or 
be deceived, nor will he deceive others. Nute, 
That by the Term God, the Apoſtle means God 


the Father only, becauſe the Son is conſidered as 


diſtin from God, and God is ſaid to bear Wit- 
neſs concerning him: For this is the Witneſs that 
God bath teſtified of his Son. This being ſo, we 
ſay, That the joining theſe Three together in the 
Evidence, cannot make them three Co-ordinate 


Beings ; becauſe three Beings that are inferior one 
to another, may join their Teſtimony to con- 


firm the ſame Truth; and three Beings that are 
Co-ordinate with each other, may bear a dif- 
ferent Teſtimony to one another, and { 
the Truth remain unconfirm'd. And where- 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, Theſe three are One: 
that muſt reſpect their Teſtimeny, as they. did 


all bear Witneſs to one and the fame Truth. 
| F O02 nt Thus 


of God the Father. © 91 


Text to be genuine, which is held to have little 
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we ſee, that not cnly his Being, but alſo his 
being what he is, is the Fruit and Product of 
E: | the Father's gocd Pleaſure: It pleaſed the Father, 
„that in lim ſhould all fulmefs dwell, John 6. 57. 4s 

* the living Father bath ſent me, and I live by the 
| Father; fo be that eateth me, even be ſhall live by 
IF me. Here we fee, the Father is not only the ori- 
ö ginal Cauſe of the Son's Being; but alſo he is = 
the Cauſe of his continuing to be: I live by the 4 
Father. The Son did not continue to be, by a ' 
Power that he had Independent in himſelf; but 
from that Power that he received from the Father. 
Seeing then the Son is a derived Being, and his 
Being depended on the Will and Power of the 
Father; it will follow that he is not Eternal, in 

the ſame Senſe as the Father is: The Father was 
before the Son, as every voluntary free Cauſe _ 
is before its Effect; and the Son is after the Fa. 
ther, as every Effect is after its cwi voluntary ; 
free Cauſe ; and confequently cannot be Co-eter- 

nal with the Father. Therefore, when the Son 

is ſaid to be Eternal, it can imply no more than 

when he 1s ſaid to he from the Beginning, or before 

the Foundation of the World , that is, the Son's A 
Being was antecedent to any thing or time which = = 
we can have any Idea of, excepting the ſupreme 

God the Father ; who alone is Underived, Un- 

begotten, Unoriginated, Self-exiſting, and Eternal | 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe. From the whole it appears, | 
that the Son is inferior and ſubordinate to the Fa- 

ther, and that the Father alone is the ſupreme 
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1 John 5. 7. There are Three that bear Record 1 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Hol 1 


Ghoſt, and theſe Three are One. Here, becauſe 
the Father, Word, and Holy Ghoſt are ſaid to. be 
One; from hence its inferred, that they are three 
_ Co-crdinate Beings, Anſwer, If we a + 
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, God the Father. © 91 
Text to be genuine, which is held to have little 
or no real Foundation in Antiquity, or even in 
the preſent Greek MSS. themſelves, the Apoſtle i 


this place is taking Notice of the Evidence thilt 
attended the Chriſtian Religion for its Confirma- 


tion: Thus he ſpeaks, Ver. 6. It is the Spi it that 


beareth Witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is Trutb Thus 


again, Ver, 9. If we receive the Witneſs of Men, tle. 


Witneſs of God is greater; for this is the Witneſs of 
God, that he hath teſtified of his Son. In this place 
the Apoſtle ſeems to allude to the Law cf the 
ms (John 8. 17, and Deut. 17. 6.) which did ob- 
ige them to receive that for Truth, which was 
atteſted by the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes: 


And the Apoſtle argues from the leſſer to the 
greater; If we receive the Witneſs of Men, the Vir 


neſs of God is greater: As much as if he had faid, 
if we accept of that for Truth, which hath been 


* 


atteſted by frail Men; we ought much more fo, 


that which is atteſted by the infallible God; be- 


cauſe God is Truth it ſelf, and cannot err, or 
be deceived, nor will he deceive others. Mute, 


That by the Term God, the Apoſtle means God 
the Father only, becauſe the Son is conſidered as 


diſtin from God, and God is ſaid to bear Wit- 
neſs concerning him: For this is the Witneſs that 
God bath teflified of his Son. This being ſo, we 
ſay, That the joining theſe Three together in the 


Evidence, cannot make them three Co-ordinate 


Beings ; becauſe three Beings that are inferior one 
to another, may join their Teſtimony to con- 


firm the ſame Truth ; and three Beings that are 
Co-ordinate with each other, may bear a dit- 


ferent Teſtimony to one another, and { 
the Truth remain unconfirm'd. And where- 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, Theſe three are One; 
that muſt reſpect their Teſtimony, as they. did 
all bear Witneſs to one and the ſame Muth. 

O 2 Thus 
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Thus our Lord, in Fohn 8. 18. ſaith, I am one 
that bear TV itneſs of my ſelf; and my Father which 
ſent me, he beareth Witneſs of me. John 5. 36. 
Ie ſame Works that I do, bear Witneſs of me, that 
the Father bath” ſent me. So might St. John 
| Tay ; There are Three that bear Record in Heaven, 
and theſe Three are One: Not One in Number, for 
then it had been but one Witneſs. And if the 
Apoſtle had meant of one Species or Kind, this 
would not have anſwer'd his Deſign ; becauſe 
thee Beings that are of one Species or Kind, 
may give three different Teſtimonies, and the 
Truth might remain unconfirmed ſtill ; whereas 
the Apoſtle is declaring, that the Truth of Chriſ- 
tianity is confirm'd by three Witneſſes, that did 
agree in their Teſtimony ; Theſe three are One. 
Thus we ſee, that there is no manner of ground 
from this Text to make the Father, Son, and Ho- 
Ty Ghoſt equal to, or Co-ordinate one with ano- 
BE MET: p e 
1 John 5. 20. This is the true God, and Eter- 
nal Life. The Son, our Lord Chriſt, is here ſup- 
poſed to be called the true God; and from hence 
it's inferred, that he is equal to the Father. Au- 
ſrer, Suppoſing that theſe Words are to be ap- 
plied to the Son, (though it may be as proper 
to apply them to the Father,) we ſay, when 
theſe Words are applied to the Son, they cannot ſig- 
nify the ſame, as that Term, The only true God; 
becauſe our Lord makes that to be applicable 
to the Father only. John 17. 2. This is Life E 
ternal, that they may now thee, the only true God, 
and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. For as much 
as the Father (conſidered in a ſeparate and diſtinct 
Capacity from the Son) is here ſaid to be, the 
Only, or, the alone true God; this cannot be ſaid 
of the Son in the fame Senſe as it is ſaid of 
the Father; for if the Son is ſo in the ſame Senſe 
e e d TT rate 
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as the Father is, then there are two in the ſame q 
Senſe, that it is ſaid, there is but One; which is 
a Contradiction. Therefore, we conceive, if this 
was applied by the Apoſtle to Chrift ; that he 
called him, The true God, in oppoſition to thoſe 
falſe Chriſts that bad appeared in the World 
This is the true God or the true Meftab, or the true 
Chriſt, (which comes to the ſame,) and in him 
alone ye may have Eternal Life, e 5 
Rev. I. 11, 17. Tam Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and - 
the Laff. Tam, the Firſt and the Laſt. From theſe, 
and the like Expreſſions in this Book, it is inferred, 
that the Son is Co-eternal with, or Co-equal to the 
Father. In anſwer to which, we ſay, That Chriſt 
being the Firſt and the Laff, muſt be underſtood ex- 
clufive of the Father; for otherways the Son would 
y he before the Father, and all things would end ulti- 
mately in the Glory of the Son: Whereas the contra- 
ry is manifeſt from Scripture, which declares, not 
that the Son is the Cauſe of the Father's Being; but 
that the Father is the Cauſe of the Son's Being, as we 
have already proved. Now it is moſt ridiculous to ſup- 
| poſe the Effect to be before its own Cauſe. Again, the 
SC. cripture declares, that all things end ultimately in 
| the Glory of the Father, as in 1 Cor. 1 13 Then 
cometh the End, when be ſhall have delivered up the King- 
dom to God, even the Father. And when all things ſhall 
be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be 
ſubject unto him, that put all things under him; that God 
may be all in all. Phil. 2. 11. That every Tongue ſhould ; 
confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God te 
Father. Here we ſee, that all things, even the Glo- 
ry that is given and aſcribed to Chrift, are to end 
ultimately in the Glory of God the Father; conſequent- 
ly the Father is the laſt End of all things: For we 
may not underſtand the word laſt in reſpect of time; 
becauſe, both the Father, and the Son, and Angels 
and Men, will endure to all Eternity; and in that 
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reſpe& there will be no Laſt, nor End. Seeing 
then the Father was before the Son, and all things aw, 
ultimately in the Glory of the Father, (as the above 
Scriptures :Witneſs,) and ſeeing Chriſt being the Firſt 
and the Laſt, muſt be unde r ſtood not Incluſive, but | 
Excluſive of. the Father; it will follow, that the 
Son 1s ſtill a Being Inferior and Subordinate to 
to the Father; and that the Father alone is the 
Supreme God. n 
Thus we think the Objection is fully and clear- 
Iy anſwer'd, by giving a plain and clear Senſe 
of thoſe Texts of Scripture, which have been pro- 
duced, as beſpeaking the Son to be equal to the 
Father : And upon a fair Examination, the great- 
eſt part of them fully prove the contrary; 
and not one of them prove what they were pro- 
duced for. So that to conclude, we ſay, what- _ 
ever be the Opinion of Men, or the Doctrine of © 
this or that Church, or decreed by this or that 
fallible Council ; this we fee and know, that 
the Doctrine we have aſſerted and proved (by a 
clond of plain, full, and exprefs Teſtimonies of 
the Scriptures, which bear Witneſs to it: and 
which hath not one Teſtimony to contradict it,) 
is the Doctrine of the Scripture of Truth, (viz.) 
that the Son is Inferior and Subordinate to the 
Father, and that the Father alone is the Supreme 
God. 1 5 | 
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